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Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.

Thanks…

—Luciano de Crescenzo

… to Ruth Ann Isaacs for
coordinating the lively, upbeat, happy
500th Anniversary Celebration of the
Reformation ...
… to Martin Luther for his ongoing
drive to reform the church and his
theological breakthrough that reset
Christian thought…

… to all the great cooks for their
culinary expertise in preparing all the
delicious “authentic” German food...

… to David Bruley and Faye
Bastarache for “making music” while
Tim was on vacation…

… to everyone who helped make the
celebration a great and memorable
event...

… to the Reverends Jack Williams,
Marta Poling Schmitt, Jennifer
Zahnow and Scott Hove for filling in
after the departure of Pastor Tom and
before the arrival of Pastor Jeremy.

… to Michele Anderson and all those
who helped with the planning and
execution of the successful Harvest
Festival …
… to the Fellowship Team for
hosting the farewell celebration for
Pastor Tom and Diane…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

… to Michele Anderson for her time
and talent in preparing the farewell
and thanks video of our journey with
Pastor Tom and Diane…
… to the 120+ members/friends who
attended the farewell party!...

Thank you Holy Spirit!
What a wonderful sendoff on All Saints’ weekend. Thank you Holy Spirit, for the gifts, cards, monetary
check, and the memories that cling to the heart. I can’t tell you how grateful I am for you and your faith, resolve
and commitment to Christ’s ministry.
Now, the next steps will be so exciting as Pr. Jeremy comes with family to begin a new ministry there with
you. Meanwhile, I am cheering you on and sending all my prayers and well wishes to each of you. Diane signs
off on all of these words. She loves Holy Spirit and wants to assure everyone you will see us toward the end of
next year. By then I hope I am finished with the New Mexico interim and can settle in again to life in Las Vegas.
Blessings to you dear people. Pr. Tom

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

October 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 32,984.16

$281,683.80

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 23,769.61

$233,107.77

$

9,214.55
2,795.322,029.
$ 5,643.50

$ 48,576.03

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,193.00

$ 65,350.00

Difference

$

- 549.50

$ -17,773.08

NET INCOME

$

8,665.05

$ 30,802.95

Difference
Debt/Building Income

$ 47,576.92

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $953 through October for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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Advent: A Season of Waiting and Expectation
Blessed are those who listen to me, watching daily at
my doors, waiting at my doorway.

-Proverbs 8: 34

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father through
Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Without a doubt, this Advent will be different than
others. Both for you and for us; I think even Natalie
(8 mo.) knows something’s up. Advent is a time for
waiting; a time for being prepared in the waiting. As
always, the waiting does not happen alone, in a
vacuum void of emotion and feeling. One of the gifts of the waiting, of the
wilderness and the preparation, is that we are invited to imagine what might be
next. We are asked to imagine how God might work through and in us. In the time
of silence, in the place where God asks for us to be still and focus on the presence
that goes with us into the vineyard; we begin to have expectations. In these voices
of expectation, we have a window into what our hopes, fears, dreams and needs
really are. Also, in these moments of waiting, just like the first Advent, God not only
meets our expectations and needs; God shows up again and again with the gift of
abundance. God, who works in abundance, takes our honest hearts of faith and
devotion and multiplies the efforts of God’s church. In the waiting, we are made
ready for more.
I feel it. I hope you feel it. It is not an easy time but it is an exciting time. We, as
the church of today and the stewards of the church of tomorrow, stand on a
precipice. We love our church, though in honesty, it looks different today than even
ten years ago. We love our faith, but there is a different discussion around faith
and religion now in our world then ten years ago. We love our community…and,
even if it too might look different, we are still called to serve them. We love
God…and God still sends the Holy Spirit before us and with us to do our work. The
church is changing. But God’s ways with us are constant. We are being molded to
be the church for this time and space. But this is what I do know about God’s
calling. While it is always mysterious in nature, God’s call always asks for all of us.
Our lives, our hearts, our minds, our honest self. God’s call moves us to see our
lives, our neighbor, and our selves through the lens of faith. God’s call is always a
calling to journey with God who has done everything to journey with you; to journey
with us. God is calling us to be the next church. God is calling us to be the church
that is built on the shoulders of our ancestors and faithfully remembering our past,
but a church that is focused on our children and our community today. God is
forming us now, renewing us in our faith and mission, so we may be the church for
tomorrow.
We have our work. We have our mission field. It isn’t easy work. The work
demands from us a sacrifice of time and energy, hard work, courage, and trust.
God’s call to be the hands and feet of God in the world today, means we are not
called to the sidelines or to cower from the worst of life. God’s call means we are
to face the unknown, the hard and difficult and be certain, that the Spirit of God that
goes with us, will always give us what we need to do the work. Maybe we are in a
new Reformation, for the sake of faith and the church in the world today. I’m not
sure what God calls this time for the church, but I do know I am excited to be a part
of it. I am excited for what God has in store for us as a church. I am excited to
have the opportunity to serve you as your Pastor. We, as a family, are excited to
be a part of the Holy Spirit Family. We are excited to work alongside you in God’s
Vineyard. Thanks be to God for you! Now…let’s get to work. Amen!!!

“Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be
kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you”. Ephesians 4: 31-32
(NRSV) These words from Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, were given as an “admonishment” and a “good
news” reminder to all churches of his time!

December 2017

3

“That’s the Spirit”

Music Minister
O Little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth,
The everlasting light
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

Tim Beasley

A new season is upon us
Advent is here, a time of hope and
longing. It’s more than preparation
for Christmas. We also look
forward to the second coming of
Jesus. While we try to hold off with
too much Christmas before it’s
actually here, this year we’re offering a Christmas concert in
the spirit of the season.

We’re called once again to Bethlehem to worship the newborn
king, our Savior Jesus, who came as a little baby. We’ll
gather the family and come to worship on Christmas Eve as
the shepherds once did. We will light candles representing
light that has come into the world. A new king is born.
This year our Christmas Eve services will again take place at
5:00pm, 7:00pm, and 9:00pm. Each will have Holy
Communion and will close with the traditional candle lighting
and singing of “Silent Night.”

The Adult Choir has been hard at work
rehearsing for our concert, “O Little Town
of Bethlehem.” It will be on Friday
evening, December 15, at 6:30pm. We’ll
also hear seasonal music from other
friends. It’s an evening to invite your
friends and neighbors to come to Holy Spirit. It’s a Christmas
gift from us to the community. I hope to see you here.

The 5:00pm service will be a children’s Christmas service.
The Sunday School children will lead us in carol singing and
present the Bible lessons. The KidSong Choir will also
present a special Christmas offering.
The services at 7:00pm and 9:00pm are our traditional
Christmas Eve service. We continue our tradition of carol
singing and we will be joined by the Adult Choir and the
Handbell Choir to sing and ring in the birth of a Savior.

According to Stories Behind
the Best-Loved Songs of
Christmas, by Ace Collins,
“O Little Town of
Bethlehem” is one of the
world’s best-loved
Christmas carols. It was written by clergyman Phillips Brooks
in 1865. The well-known music was written by Lewis
Redner.

O Come to us, abide with us, our lord Emmanuel.
Blessings,

Worship & Music Ministry
Paraments during this time will be blue. This is the color
of hope and the royal color of the coming King. On Christmas
Eve, the paraments will be white symbolizing the light and
purity of Christ and our joy at His birth. Advent #4 service
will be held at 10:30am, and Christmas Eve
services 5pm, 7pm, and 9pm. All evening
services will be candlelight services.
May all of the hope, peace, love and joy
that this season brings be yours as we
celebrate the coming and birth of our
Savior!

allelujah, Christ is born!! The Word has been made
flesh!!
This month we also celebrate the arrival of Pastor
Jeremy and his beautiful family: Erin, Naomi and Natalie.
Thanks be to God for blessing us so richly, and welcome to
our church family!!
Advent begins on December 3. That
means it’s time to decorate the sanctuary.
Please join us on December 2 at 9am. Bring
those young adults, too, for fun and
fellowship. Light
refreshments will be served.
There are four Sundays
in Advent. This year’s words
for those weeks are: Hope, Peace, Love, and
Joy. Look for them each week suspended
from the Advent wreath. The word advent
comes from the Latin word meaning “coming”.

H
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Council President
respectively, agreed to provide the needed leadership. Thank
you!

“We always give thanks to God for all
of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor
of love and steadfastness of hope in our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 (NRSV)

We now have a need for someone to lead
our Evangelism/Marketing Ministry
Team. This team has unfortunately been
relatively inactive the past few years. Not
totally, because specific programs such as
banners, Home-Baked Outreach, “door
hangers”, newspaper advertising, etc., have been undertaken
by various people and groups (Thank you!), however we
don’t have a defined coordinated program in place with a
Team Leader. In fact, through an oversight, there wasn’t a
budget line item in the 2017 budget. That is being corrected
for 2018. The position description for this team will require
some discussion, definition and rewriting following input from
Pr. Jeremy and others with experience and an interest. A
volunteer position not for everyone I’m sure, however for
someone with a creative and inquisitive mind, this could be a
lot of fun! Pray over this, think about it and contact Pr.
Jeremy or myself with your interest!

Keith Hopkey

T

hese words from Paul to the church in Thessalonica
seemed appropriate as I was reflecting on the whirlwind
year we experienced at Holy Spirit this past year!
There were so many opportunities for many of us to say “I am
tired; find someone else to do that; why is it taking so long to
find a new pastor; I’m out of here, I want a stable church”!
Instead, Holy Spirit friends and members supported and
prayed for one another and the Church! We grew in our faith
through Pr. Tom’s “stories” and leadership! We gained new
members, new Ministry Team and Program Leaders, added
Ministry Programs such as Helping Hands and the Quilting
Ministry, renewed our commitment to Family Promise and
expanded our Open Air Market program, among many other
events I know I am forgetting! This has been the “body of
Christ” truly at work! Thank you to all!

Thanks to your continued financial
support, our financial position remains
healthy! Through October 2017, our
estimate of giving from members and
friends was a positive $8,872 and our
total income was a positive $10,836!
All bills and scheduled benevolence
have been paid! Praise and thanks!

By the time we read this
newsletter, we will have already
said “Hello” to Pr. Jeremy,
Erin, Naomi and Natalie! First
worship weekend December 2-3.
Welcome Nausin family
“dinner” December 3 at
4:00pm, Fellowship Hall. Pr.
Jeremy’s installation service
will be Sunday, December 17,
2017 at 3:00pm. Welcome to Holy Spirit Lutheran and
Las Vegas, Pr. Jeremy and Erin!

“A new day, a new direction”!
“God’s work. Our hands.”

Late October 2017, Holy Spirit was the
recipient of a $25,000 bequest from the
estate of Holy Spirit’s “founder”, the
Rev. Bob Linder! Praise God for the
Linder family’s thoughtfulness and
remembrance of Holy Spirit! In
accordance with the approved operating agreement with our
Endowment Fund, $12,500, or 50%, was placed in our
Endowment Fund. The remaining $12,500 has been placed in
a special Dedicated Fund, as approved by the Church Council,
to be used for a special purpose and/or a new ministry
program. It is interesting to note, these funds arrive at the
same time we issue a call to Pr. Jeremy, who spent
considerable time in his younger years in a church also
founded by Rev. Linder in Tucson, AZ. Some would say “a
God thing”!

A holiness invasion
“Advent” means “coming,” of
course, and the promise of Advent
is that what is coming is an
unimaginable invasion. The
mythology of our age has to do
with flying saucers and invasions
from outer space, and that is
unimaginable enough. But what is
upon us now is even more so — a close encounter not of the
third kind but of a different kind altogether. An invasion of
holiness. That is what Advent is about.

—Frederick Buechner, The Clown in the Belfry

Over the past couple months, we spoke about the need for a
Community Outreach Ministry Team Leader and an Adult
Discipleship Ministry Team Leader. As you know by now,
two gracious volunteers, Barbara Butler and Devra Betts
December 2017
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

dvent has arrived – the first
season
of the
liturgical
year when
with joy, love
and peace,
we prepare
our hearts for the coming of our
Savior, Jesus Christ. A wonderful
time of the year! So appropriate that
we, as Holy Spirit Lutheran Church,
are also beginning a new season of our
church life as we welcome our new
pastor, Pr. Jeremy Nausin, his wife
Erin and their two young children,
Naomi and Natalie. This new season
of our church brings excitement and
hope as we move forward into the new
year! Welcome Pr. Jeremy and
family!! We are glad you are here!
The first Sunday in Advent,
December 3, is the first Sunday Pr.
Jeremy will be preaching. There will
be NO Sunday School this day, as
there will be a continental breakfast
and
Advent/Christmas
craft-making in the
Fellowship Hall that
morning. Children’s
Ministry will have
craft supplies set up for all ages to
make a Christmas craft or two. We
encourage parents to make the crafts
together with their children and make
this a family event.
Thank you all for your continued
support of our sponsored child,
Mahamodou in
Mali, Africa whom
Sunday School
supports through
World Vision with
our Sunday School
offering money.
We do have
Children’s offering envelopes
available for your children to bring
their offering in (just like the “Big
People” do!). If you would like
offering envelopes, please let me
know when you bring your children to
Sunday School and I will be happy to
give you a box.
If you are able, please remember
to bring a non-perishable food item on
December 3 (to the Advent Breakfast)

A

December 2017

or on December 10 to Sunday School
for “Feed the Hungry Sunday”.
December will be a “short” month
for Sunday School:
 NO Sunday School on December
3 (Advent Crafts and Breakfast);
 NO Sunday School
on December 24
 NO Sunday School
December 31.
 Sunday School will
resume January 7.
Hope that this
blessed season of the
church year is filled with joy, peace
and love for you all.

Gwen Jolls

jolls.gwen@yahoo.com
702-645-0686

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School children with Perfect
Attendance for October 2017!
Preschool/KG

Carolina Caison
Jayda Caison
Zakia Clark
Lincoln Ryan
1st/2nd Grades

Isabella Quarnstrom
3rd/4th/5th/6th Grades

Julius Quarnstrom
Kjetil Ryan
Laurelei Ryan
Riely Thilmany

Stories
with Ms,
Judi

There will be
one storytime
on December
19 at 12p,
featuring
some great

Christmas stories.
Enjoy your Christmas.
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Youth & Family Ministry
Merry Christmas, Happy New Year!
Wow, the end of the year goes quickly! I guess it is true that
time flies when you are having fun, and fun and exciting
events we have had!
We confirmed four wonderful youth back in October!
Congratulations Shamika Manning, Nyshiq Latham, Tyler
Schoenwald and Daniel Powell, here with Pastor Tom. I am
so very proud of each of you!
The annual Harvest Festival was definitely a barrel of fun.
There were a lot of people from the community who came out
to enjoy our festival. Thank you to Caroline and Johnny
Trunoske, Brian Caison and Douglas Caison, Chloe Ryan,
Jeremiah Anderson, and Thaddeus Nance.
On November 11, our youth group attended the WinterJam
music festival. Caroline Trunoske, Johnny Trunoske,
Matthew McMahan, Jeremiah Anderson, and Thaddeus
Nance enjoyed the concert with me. As usual, we tailgated
before the concert, but this time Good Samaritan’s youth
group joined us! We had such a great time hearing old
favorites and falling in love with artists previously unknown
to us.
Please check the STORM Facebook
page often for updates and event
postings. Also keep your eye out for
our December event information.
Exciting things coming soon, so stay
tuned!
Until next time….

Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske

Confirmation kids
painted Martin
Luther’s seal on
the windows.
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Fellowship

I

t is hard to believe that another year
has come, and it is now almost
gone. So many things have taken
place at Holy Spirit during 2017. The
Fellowship Team has been quite busy
… and that’s okay, because that’s
what we’re supposed to do! We
already have plans for the coming
year, too. Stay tuned …!
I want to thank everyone who
helped to make the 500 Anniversary
Celebration of the Reformation the
huge success that it was. I’m not
going to name names because I’m sure
I’d forget someone! You know who
you are, and your help in planning and
carrying out this event will not be
forgotten. (I’m even thinking about a
‘501’ Celebration next October!
We’ll see …).
The Pie Fest was a success as
always. There were several pies
donated and several people enjoying
pieces of those pies, too.

The new stewardship slogan for
Holy Spirit says, “A New Day; A
New Direction”. And, so it is.

Pastor Tom is no longer with us, but
Pastor Jeremy Nausin is on his way.
We, indeed, are looking at new days
ahead in a new direction. Are you
ready? The Fellowship Team is.
Here’s what is going to be happening
during the month of December:
December 3—9:30 – 11:00am
The Advent Breakfast
This year we will have a
‘continental breakfast’ with breads,
muffins, donuts, rolls, bagels, juices,
milk and coffee. During this time,
there will be family crafts for Advent,
too.
December 3—4:00pm
Welcome dinner for Pastor
Jeremy, Erin, and their daughters,
Natalie and Naomi.
This will
be a great
time to get
acquainted
with our
newest
family
members.
Be sure to
sign up on the connection card. The
Fellowship Team is preparing the
meal, so all you have to do is show
up! That’s a deal, right?
Also, at the dinner, there will be a
‘Pound Party’ for the Nausin family.
What’s that, you ask?!? It’s simple …
just bring a pound (16 oz.) of
something as a gift for them. It can be
ANYTHING – butter, flour, meat,
paper towels, shampoo, etc. Get it?

Be creative! You can do it! If you
have any questions, contact Sue
Mayer at 702-658-1046; she’s full of
ideas! There will be a table for your
gifts and a cooler, too. You don’t
have to wrap your gift either (unless
you want to!). This should be a fun
time.
December 17—3:00pm
Pastor Jeremy’s
Installation Service

There will be several pastors from
the Colorado River Synod present.
You are invited to attend, too.
Following the service, there will be
cookies, brownies, breads, etc., plus
coffee and punch served in the
Fellowship Hall.
Finally, please
remember to pick
up a case or two of
water, preferably
the small, 8 oz.
bottles, when
you’re out
shopping. Your
donation is
appreciated.
That’s all for 2017! Have a
Happy New Year!

Ruth Ann Isaacs

Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

Reformation Anniversary Celebration
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Maxwell’s Musings
of her commitment to the martial arts
program, as well as maintaining excellent
grades in school!
“Jesus took His place in a
manger so that we might have a
home in heaven.”

—Greg Laurie

eems like our church has been
‘movin’ ‘n’ groovin’ the last few
months (actually it was the
POLKA at our 500th Anniversary
Celebration of the Reformation – see the
picture of Loretta and Dean on page 8).
We’ve had lots going on as you can tell
by all who submitted news articles this
month. Read on for more memorable
events and joyous times.

S

Judy Carey reported that Jayna
earned her next belt level in Martial Arts
on October 26. She now has her camo
belt! Then on Saturday, October 8,
Jayna celebrated her 7th birthday at the
Mini Gran Prix, with a few of her best
friends!

No doubt, most of you know that on
October 20, Douglas Caison was hit by a
car while riding his bike. He was thrown
about 10 feet, ended up with a huge gash
on his forehead and lots of bumps and
bruises.
The Caison’s say God was definitely
with Douglas and their family that day
and they are completely blessed and
thankful it wasn’t worse. It will still be a
long road ahead as he heals, but by
October 22 he was out of the hospital and
was home celebrating his brother Jason’s
1st birthday.
Douglas was in church that day, too,
and Pastor Tom called him up to the
front of the church, told everyone what
had happened, and offered a short prayer
for him.
Pastor Tom baptizing Jason

Also on October 22, another big
celebration took place in the Caison
family. Pastor Tom baptized Jason
William Keith Caison. Jason’s parents
are Hannah Caison and David
Thompson. Jason’s aunts Mariann
Blackmon and Sheila were there, as well
as Grandmother Judy. His sponsors
are Nicole Caison, Veronica Stewart
and Diana Garcia.

Sheila and her sister Mariann took
Brian, Carolina and Jayda to the
Moapa Pumpkin Patch (Douglas was
home recovering but is excited that he
gets to do something by himself with his
aunties to make up for not being able to
go).

The kids got to ride horses and
Carolina fed the goats. They had fun in
the Corn Maze, the cow train, the slides,
go carts and everything in between.
They are looking forward to going again
another year.

For a seven-year old, this young lady
keeps busy. She also competed in the
Victory Martial Arts Intra-School
Tournament at the Red Rock Hotel on
Sunday, November 5 and earned a third
place medal in formations! Way to go,
Jayna! Dave and Judy are very proud
December 2017
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Sheila and Mariann took another
sister trip — this time to Washington,
DC—what a beautiful place it is! If
you haven’t been there to witness the
sights of the history of our country and
to see all the fabulous historical
monuments, you should definitely add
it to your bucket list! The two sisters
said they had perfect weather and ran
into the nicest people.

sisters take vacations together and
visit so many wonderful U.S. sights?
Thank you, Sheila and Mariann
for sharing your trip, memories and
photos with us!

parents from both sides as well as
seven grandparents, and a great
grandparent.

They saw the White House,
Lincoln, MLK, Jefferson, Roosevelt
Memorials, and the Washington
Monument, the History of African
American Museum, the Holocaust
Museum, Arlington Cemetery and so
many other memorials.

While at Arlington, they were
able to see the changing of the guard
at the Tomb of the Unknown which
was amazing. Unforgettable moment
for sure. Isn’t it great that these two
December 2017

Jimmy and Nancy McDonald
(Saturday night worshipers) visited
their son, Jason and his wife Kristin,
in the Phoenix area to attend the
wedding of their oldest granddaughter,
Katelynd November 4. Katelynd and
her new husband, Christopher
Curtis, exchanged vows and were
sealed at the Mesa LDS Temple.
As non-members Jimmy and
Nancy were able to greet them in the
lobby after the ceremony, before they
greeted the rest of the invited guests
waiting on the Temple’s steps. After
walking out of the building, their new
grandson-in-law gave their
granddaughter a kiss worthy of a
Hollywood movie shot, with a roar of
clapping and laughter.
There were lots of pictures as
Katelynd had her sister, Lindsay, as
maid of honor and eight bridesmaids,
10
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A luncheon was hosted by the
groom’s family at a ward church in
Queen’s Creek south of Phoenix.
They were treated to some wonderful
food and desserts.
There were over 300 guests at the
evening reception held in a beautiful
outdoor garden setting of
Christopher’s uncle’s gorgeous home
and garden. There was a huge dance
floor, great DJ music, lots of dancing.
There were lots of family members
there as Jason had his step-dad’s
brothers and family there, and Kristin
had her five brothers and sisters with
their families there to witness their
niece and new nephew’s new
beginnings. Christopher’s family
was also well represented, but the two
kids had a zillion friends there.
The evening, as well as the entire
weekend, was story book worthy.
One of the most memorable events
was the Daddy/Daughter dance.
When Katelynd was three-years old
she saw some strobe lights in the sky
and asked her father what they were.
Jason told her they were probably for
someone getting married, or a new
store opening up, and they were just
advertising. She told him, as a matter
of fact, that she wanted those lights at
her wedding.

Fast forward 16 years, and at the
end of their dance, Jason, still holding
his little girl, pointed to the sky where
it was lit up with light beams
streaming back and forth, making
good on her wedding wish when she
was only three. She almost broke his
ribs as she cried and hugged her
Daddy so hard and long.
December 2017

The weekend was magical. It’s
wonderful when your children get
married, but happiness is taken to
another level when you see the pure
joy and happiness in your
grandchildren on their most special
day.
The Reverend Jack Williams
was our guest pastor November 11/12.
He appeared at the Contemporary
service in full robe attire. Several
mentioned to him that he didn’t need
to get “dressed-up” for the
contemporary service. His reply was
that it was part of his sermon. If you
were not there, you missed a great
service!
He began by donning a colorful
jester hat as an illustration that Luther
used the funny-looking hat to put
humor into the serious theological
issues he was tackling. This eased the
tension so he could reach the common
people. When Pastor Jack
removed the rope tied around
his waist, he surprised us by
using it as a whip in the aisle,
reminding us that Jesus was whipped
on His way to the cross. He also
taught us a new word, well, maybe not
new, but to some of us it was –
“cincture” which is the name of the
rope used to secure the robe in place.
When he removed his robe, he
explained that was likened to the
Roman soldiers removing Jesus’
robe before His crucifixion.
Thank you, Pastor Jack, for
the lesson on clerical wear!
Well, all this writing and
working with all the wonderful
pictures has made this little mouse
tired and ready for a nap.
When I’m rested I’ll get up
and help put up the
Chrismon tree and decorate
the sanctuary.
Welcome Pastor
Jeremy, Erin, Naomi and Natalie!
We’re happy to have you join our
family!
Merry Christmas everyone – if
you’re traveling, drive safely and
hurry back. See you next month for
the January 2018 issue.
Your friend, Maxwell

11

“That’s the Spirit”

Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

Army of One
Thank you
to the members
of Army of One
who continue to
make our Bible
studies interesting and worthwhile.
The sharing of your thoughts and
spirit is truly a gift to the group as a
whole. Thanks also to those who help
with the food preparation.
We will take a break at Christmas
as always so we will NOT meet on
December 26 or on January 2, 2018.
I pray everyone will have a safe
and blessed Christmas and a graceful
New Year.

Dean Chapman

A Stitch in Time
“A Stitch in
Time” quilting group
began in September
of this year. So far,
we have delivered 72
quilts for women and
children in need of warmth!
We delivered 24 quilts to the
Veteran’s Village located at 50 North
21st Street. Veteran’s Village houses
over 100 vets (96 families). These
vets are grateful for a place to live and
for our quilting group for these quilts.

If you would like to be of further
help to this group – visit
www.VVL.org. The facility is open
around the clock to help US Veterans
regain independent living. Thank you
for caring!

The quilting group will not meet
in December. Watch your newsletter
for their next meeting date.

Barbara Morton,
Charlene Mikkelsen,
Betty Davis

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
WOW!! We are already
into the busy holiday
season with lots of
things to do. I have lists
for lists to try and keep
up with all of those
things. This Christmas,
W.I.T.S. will shop for
the Independent Living
youth of NPHY. We
will have a wish list from the youth, so
if you would like to buy something for
the kids see Marcia Chapman or call
her at 702-645-7236.
We will meet at the church on
December 13 at 9am to put all the
presents together. In addition, brown
lunch bags with snack food and drinks
will be assembled. These bags are
given by NPHY to the youth found on
the streets.
Everything will be delivered to
NPHY on the 13th so the gifts are
there in time for their Christmas Party.
A pasta dinner consisting of pasta,
salad, garlic bread and dessert will
also be served at the drop-in-center
that day.
If you are able to help, please let
Marcia Chapman know. We would
love to have more people help us on
the 13th. We socialize and, being
good Lutherans, everyone brings
something to eat and coffee is served.
We will be going down later in the
afternoon after the youth get out of
school.
We have been so blessed with an
amazing church family here at Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church, who has
really stepped up to help the youth.
Thank you for reaching out to those in
need.
God bless you all!

We have a new
pastor!!! Wouldn’t
it be a great gesture
if all of us would
wear our names
tags, so Pastor
Jeremy can learn our names?
Not only should we wear them for
our new pastor, but we should
continue to wear them all the time for
visitors to learn who we are. LET’S
ALL JOIN IN!

Patti Cassidy

he ladies’ annual ornament
exchange fun time is here!
Norma Kesling has once again
graciously offered to open her house
for our enjoyment - 7624 Windswept
Street, Las Vegas 89131, on
Thursday, December 14 at 6pm.
Bring a wrapped ornament
(approximate value $10) to go under
the tree and become part of the
exchange game, plus a snack of your
choice to share.
The trees will be up and the carols
playing. Come, let’s have fun and
enjoy each other’s company in
Christian fellowship. We will talk, eat
and open the ornament gifts. There
might even be some “stealing” going
on!
Please let Norma know you are
coming by signing up on the
connection card in the bulletin.

T

Marcia Chapman

W.I.T.S.

December 2017
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Stewardship

Time-Talent-Treasure
“A NEW DAY,
A NEW DIRECTION”

As we are writing this, the
commitment card campaign is in
progress. With the newsletter deadline
so early, we do not have any results to
report.
Pr. Tom and Pr. Jack mentioned
how Martin Luther changed the church
from charging fees to buy your way into
heaven, to the theology of “saved by
grace”, which leads to a “willing giver”
who through faith is led to helping the

spread of the Gospel and helping
(loving) one’s neighbors. Every day we
see the HSLC willing givers in action.
Stewardship Committee

Prayers of the Church
O God, gather your
church from every
nation, tribe, people,
and language to
proclaim your
salvation. Defend and
preserve those who are
persecuted because of their faith.
Soothe the pain of those who suffer.
Comfort those who mourn, seek the lost,
those who hunger and thirst with
questions of faith, those absent from
worship, those hurting and for the ill or
injured, especially: Virginia
Bartholomew; Judy Caison; Scarlett
Cai; Roy Cameron; Alora Cavalieri;
Marcia Chapman; Betty Davis; Lillian
Dilworth; Helen Geraci; Bruce
Hammerstone; Joe Hauser; Judi

Hempel; Susan Hicks; Jo Jirousek; Dave
Johnson; Jimmy McDonald; Lisa
Mueller; Jan Myers; Bob Nance; Jean
Pritchett; Keith Quirk; Corey
Schaefges; Gary & Mary Torstenson;
June & Earl Wall; Nancy Wier; Don
Wittes; Jennie Zweifel.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’
great-granddaughters, Stella and Zoey;
Serena Cai’s mother, Tong Yuan Zeng;
Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Dorothy
Morrison’s dad, Bill; JoAnn Nance’s
father, Frank; Howard Olson’s friend,
Nannette; and Amy Trunoske’s stepdad,
Robert.

We pray for continual reformation in
our church. We give thanks for our
recent four confirmands, Nyshiq,
Shamika, Daniel and Tyler. Inspire

them and all of us to revive our hope in
the one who makes all things new.
We pray for our newly called
pastor, The Reverend Jeremy Nausin,
we ask that you bless him, his wife
Erin and two children, Naomi and
Natalie, as they prepare for their new
life in Las Vegas.
Bless and strengthen all bonds of
friendship and relationship at Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church and in our
community. Give us joy in life together.
Receive these prayers and the
hopes and concerns of our hearts, O
God, as we entrust into your loving care
all for whom we pray, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Chrismons
ave you ever wondered about the
decorations placed on our
Christmas tree in the sanctuary
each year? Do
you know why
they are called
Chrismons?
Did you know
that Chrismons were actually
“invented” by a Lutheran lady?
Chrismons, which is a contraction
for Christ monograms were first
conceived and created by Frances
Spencer and the women of the
Ascension Lutheran Church, in
Danville, Virginia. They are now being
made each year by Christians in nearly
every land.
The growth of the use of
Chrismons has been phenomenal, just as
their history is fascinating. The seed of
the idea was planted during the

H
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Christmas season of 1940. Rev. George
Pass, an elderly minister, stopped at the
home of Frances Kipps Spencer to wish
her and her family a Merry Christmas.
He noticed some brightly colored ribbons
and wrapping paper the family had used
on gifts, and now were discarding. He
asked for the materials to decorate his
small church’s Christmas tree.
Mrs. Spencer was impressed by this
pastor and his willingness to glorify God
in his simple way. She remembered his
example later when regular Christmas
ornaments for her own tree were hard to
find. She and her husband began to
search out scrap and craft materials.
They started to make their own
Christmas ornaments.
Mrs. Spencer became more and
more proficient at designing and
creating unique decorations from simple
materials. By the mid-1950s, she had
gained a reputation in Danville,
13

Virginia, as a creator of new and
unusual Christmas trees.
Then in 1956, came the Christmas
that would change her life. “That year I
saw, and appreciated, the people behind
the tree. That tree made me aware of
those members who cared enough to do
what they could. But because I was not
willing to participate (she had earlier
thought Christmas trees had no place in
church), the congregation was not
making its full offering.”
Mrs. Spencer set out to make that
offering complete. She volunteered to
decorate the church Christmas tree for
the following year. At that time, she
had no specific ideas—only the
dedication to use her artistic talents to
create a Christmas tree more suitable
for the church.
Chrismons (continued page 14)
“That’s the Spirit”

Community ~ Outreach
I

ellow workers in
Christ: I’m so excited to be
involved with the Community
Ministry team. Holy Spirit has
many very faithful workers on this team.
To cite several recent and current
activities:
 Michele Anderson
has coordinated the
Harvest Festival for
many years and
again guided this
activity to great
success this year.

Please speak with
me if any have
ideas for new ways
we, as a
congregation, might
serve as God
instructs in Micah
6:8 “He has shown
all you people what

F



Judy Caison
coordinated
donations for
Thanksgiving food
baskets for families
in need in the
community. Judy
will also be handling the Christmas
gift donations for families in need
this month. She has faithfully
worked these activities for more
years than I can remember.

 Marcia Chapman
and the women of
WITS are gathering
Christmas gifts and
gift cards for the
homeless teens NPHY
serves.
None of this would be possible
without the generous offering of time,
talent and donations of the Holy Spirit
family. Thank you! If you are looking
for another way to help this Christmas
season, you might look into reaching
beyond our community. Loretta has
posted an ELCA Good Gifts catalog on
the bulletin board in the hall leading to
the Sunday School classrooms. The
catalog lists many ways a child’s,
family’s or individual’s future can be
changed dramatically by a donation of as
little as $10 for chickens to $2,000 for a
semester of tuition at a seminary. This
catalog can also be accessed through
ELCA.org/goodgifts.
As we move forward in a new year,
I'm hoping Holy Spirit can find many
other ways of reaching out to the families
in need and hopeless in our community.
December 2017

is good. And what does
the Lord require of
you? To act justly and
to love mercy and to
walk humbly with your
God.”
Serve joyfully,

Barbara Butler

Church Women United…

…will hold its December potluck
meeting on Saturday, December 2, 2017
at University United Methodist Church,
4412 S, Maryland Pkwy, Las Vegas, NV
89119 beginning at 10am. It will also
include World Community Day activity.
Participants are asked to bring a
children’s book/toy to be given as a
mission gift this year. If you wrap your
gift, please indicate if it is for a boy or a
girl. We look forward to seeing you at
the December activity. Have a blessed
day.
You may contact me for additional
information: 702-459-9055

Penny Toney

Church Women United

Chrismons (continued from page 13)
She researched her idea thoroughly
and gradually realized that nothing would
be right unless its design reflected
Christmas as the birth day of Christ.
Her research discovered designs
called chrisma. These were designs
begun by the early church to represent
Christ, and to identify places of worship.
Many had symbolic meanings by which
early believers remembered Christ’s
teachings and passed them along to
others.
The designs would make beautiful
tree decorations, while communicating
the message of faith in Christ. This was
it.
Mrs. Spencer began transferring the
designs she had seen on paper to craft
materials she had—Styrofoam, wire and
beads. She chose the colors of white and
gold for her ornaments—white for the
purity and perfection of Christ, gold for
His majesty and royalty. Her first
samples met with approval for the church
Christmas tree in 1957.
The tree drew considerable public
interest in Danville. Mrs. Spencer and
other members of the congregation spent
hour after hour that Christmas explaining
to visitors the significance of each
decoration. Chrismons are based on
biblical images. Most common are
crosses, lambs and crèches, objects
associated with Jesus’ life, death and
resurrection.
More elaborate Chrismons can
include various crosses used historically
by the Christian church, significant
numerals (12—the number of Jesus’
disciples; eight—the Beatitudes), and
symbolic references to Christ, such as
shepherd’s crook (Gospel writers liken
Jesus to a “good shepherd”).
As you look upon our beautifully
decorated Chrismon tree this year,
perhaps you will have a newly gained
perception of the thoughts, research and
inception of Mrs. Frances Spencer’s
exceptional artistic talents to honor our
Christ.

(Excerpted from “Correspondent”, winter 1976;
Highland Avenue Lutheran Church pamphlet dated
1977, San Bernardino, CA; “The United Methodist
Review” December 16, 1994)
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MILLER MAILER
Reaching out with the Good News in Argentina and beyond

October 2017

Dear Friends and Family,

News Blurb…

In this letter we are focusing on relationships. We are so privileged to have a
relationship with many of you for many years even decades. In Argentina
personal relationships are highly valued! The economy might be falling
apart, but there is always time to spend time with a friend.

Off to Spain
Mauricio and Leticia have finally arrived at their last training assignment
to work with North African refugees in Spain. Their trip was delayed by a
month with an emergency knee surgery, but they are excited what the
Lord has in store for them.
Record Setting Men’s Retreat -128
Speaking of relationships, we have noticed that new men have a hard
time taking the initiative to develop friends. The men’s retreat is so
important for these new men to integrate into the church. It is also a
special time of ministry. I’ve shared Christ with the young men in my
Bible Study many times, it was good information even intriguing, but not
life changing without God’s conviction. God’s presence was felt during
the retreat and both young men have now made their decisions for
Christ.
Old Friends
Friends from our old days with Crusade continue in our lives. Fellow staff
members came by for a visit recently and WOW how their son Franco
has grown! Sol was one of our student leaders and lived with us for a
year during a hard time. We think of her as part of the family, but she
also now has her own family. Debbie is discipling her and Bill her
husband as they pour their lives into a small group they lead.
The Giant Lives On
We repeated to evangelistic play in the barrio 12 de Mayo and it was a
great success. The kids loved the giant, the exploding experiment and
the props. All the effort was worthwhile to capture their attention for a
few minutes of gospel truth.

In His Love, Bill and Debbie
How to continue to financially partner with us: Checks should be
made out to Global Service Network with our account number on
the memo line 51211005.
Global Service Network
PO Box 1809
Apex, NC 27502

December 2017
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An enormous amount of
gratitude to
Michele Anderson,
coordinator, and
Kevin Cannon,
photographer! AND
everyone who helped,
donated and prayed for the
Harvest Festival!! What a
blessing to share the love of
Christ in a real and practical
way with our families,
friends and neighbors!
Thank you!

December 2017
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces
Our greatest need

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——
Bob Nance
Darren Cleveland
Rebecca Cleveland
Debbie Metzger
Patti Cassidy
Carol Hanisch
Lisa Mueller
Jill Chenicek
Steve Saterlie
Susan Hicks
Naomi Nausin
Andy Russo
MiKayla Bell
Don Cleveland
Charisma Hayden
Merna Mobley
Carol Townsend
Lori Bruley
Brett McMahan
Kjetil Ryan
Dan Mayer
Tyrone Powell

Richard & Linda Cohn
Mike & Gwen Jolls
Ray & Devra Betts
Jim & Judy Caison
Mike & Penni Alexander
Stan & Mirium Tsui
Earl & June Wall
Michael/Thao McMahan

12/6
12/7
12/7
12/9
12/10
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/11
12/14
12/15
12/15
12/20
12/22
12/22
12/26
12/26
12/28
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/31

12/5/98
12/5/87
12/9/72
12/9/75
12/18/89
12/22/84
12/30/49
12/31/96

NAUSIN, Jeremy & Erin
10368 Natural Springs Avenue
Las Vegas, NV 89129-8149

“That’s the Spirit” distribution
he details haven’t been worked
out completely, but plans are
still to discontinue postal
mailing of “That’s the Spirit”
beginning January 1, 2018. We
continue to research the best and most
convenient method of distributing our
newsletter. This could be via email,
Constant Contact mass email, or
through our website,
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org (where it
is already posted each month in color).
Copies will also be available in the
front lobby.
If you have email and we do not
have your email address, please
enter it on the Connection Card. call
the church office 702 645-1777, or
send an email to
info@holyspiritlasvegas.org. This
includes those living in other states,
etc., and friends of our church who
currently receive their newsletter by
mail. Those who do not have email,
and who cannot physically pick up a
copy at church will continue to receive
the newsletter via regular mail.

T

If our greatest need had been
information,
God would have sent us an
educator.
If our greatest need had been
technology,
God would have sent us a
scientist.
If our greatest need had been
money,
God would have sent us an
economist.
If our greatest need had been
pleasure,
God would have sent us an
entertainer.
But our greatest need was
forgiveness and acceptance,
so God sent us a Savior.

—Author unknown

The giver

Many Christian families struggle with what role — if any — Santa Claus should play in their
Christmas celebrations. No matter what you decide, it’s fascinating to know the history of the
real-life St. Nicholas.
Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was a bishop in Myra, or modern-day Turkey. In the year
325, he was part of the Council of Nicaea, which produced the Nicene Creed.
Nicholas, known for his generosity, often gave away his money anonymously. According to
tradition, he secretly provided dowries for the three daughters of a bankrupt merchant. Nicholas
threw two bags of gold through open windows and placed the third in a stocking hanging by the
fireplace to dry. Thus began the Christmas tradition of placing gifts in stockings.
St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, “The giver of every good and perfect gift has called upon
us to mimic God’s giving, by grace, through faith, and this is not of ourselves.”
December 2017
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December 2017

December 2/3, 2017
December 9/10, 2017
December 16/17, 2017
December 23/24, 2017
December 24, 2017
December 30/31, 2017

Clare Levin
Faye Bastarache
Barbara Butler
Jennifer Vaughn

Prepare
5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

1 Weekend of Advent
2 Weekend of Advent
3 Weekend of Advent
4 Weekend of Advent
Christmas Eve
1 Weekend/Christmas

Ray Betts
Faye Bastarache
Ray Betts
Jennifer Anderson

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Thaddeus Nance

Mark Myers
Keith Hopkey
Jennifer Anderson

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Jim & Patti
Cassidy
Allen & Jennifer
Vaughn

Ann Taylor

5-Clare 7-Barb 9-Faye
Faye Bastarache

Jeremiah Anderson

Karen Harris

Dick Kovach

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Mark & Jan
Myers

18

Isaiah 64:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:24-37
Isaiah 40:1-11; 2 Peter 3:8-15a; Mark 1:1-8
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38
Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3; Galatians 4:4-7; Luke 2:22-40

December Lessons

Mirium Tsui
Faye Bastarache
Mirium Tsui
Ann Taylor

Brian Caison
Douglas Caison

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

8:30am

Child Assistants

Don Cleveland
Amy Trunoske
Mark Middleton

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Ray Betts
Ron Isaacs
LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

Jeremiah Anderson

10:30am

Acolyte

Faye Bastarache
Michele Anderson
Jennie Zweifel

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler
Michael McMahan
Matthew McMahan
Michael & Karen
Harris

Shamika Manning

5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

Assisting
Minister

10:30am

8:30am

5:30pm

“That’s the Spirit”

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache
Sally Magnuson
Sharon Manning

Thaddeus Nance
Leilani Hanisch

Daniel Vaughn

Dick Kovach
Zach Bell-Nance
Allen Vaughn

Jay & Eileen
Miers
Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger
Dwight & Judi
Hempel

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777  10:30 Ann Taylor/702 823-3182 
Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 
TIMES
December 2/3
December 9/10
December 16/17
December 23/24
December 30/31
Sue Mayer
Jimmy & Nancy
Jimmy & Nancy
Mark & Jan
Jay & Eileen
5:30pm
Joanne Engler
McDonald
McDonald
Myers
Miers
Terry & Mary
Mirium Tsui
Dean & Marcia
Keith & Jackie
8:30am
West
Loretta Block
Chapman
Hopkey
Ann Taylor
Jennie
Zweifel
Merna
Mobley
Shante
Manning
Bill & Sharon
10:30am
Sharon Manning
Thelma Esteban
Karen Dunn
Priceles Dunn
Wilderman

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ~ DECEMBER 2017

December 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY
12p Senior Meals

3

8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:30-11:30a Advent
Breakfast
10:30a Traditional
Worship
4p Welcome Dinner
Nausin Family

4
12p Senior Meals
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p Spirit
12p Senior Meals
1p Worship & Music
7p Handbells

5

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

6

7
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

1

SATURDAY

2
9a Decorate Sanctuary
9:30a NarAnon
Holiday Study
5:30p Traditonal Wshp
8
9
Tole Painters 10a
5:30p Traditional
Worship

1st Sunday/Advent

8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
5p Caroling

10

2nd Sunday/Advent

8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship

17

3rd Sunday/Advent

10:30a Traditional
Worship

18
19
12p Senior Meals
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in the
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p Spirit
11a Collators
12p Storytime/Ms Judi
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

24

WORSHIP 5, 7, 9 pm
4th Sunday/Advent
31
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
10:30a Traditional
Worship

NEW YEAR'S EVE/
WATCH NIGHT

11
12
13
9:30a Army of One
JANUARY
9a WITS assemble
9:30a Women in the
NEWSLETTER
NPHY gifts
Spirit
9:30a Prayer Time
DEADLINE
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells
6p KidSong
6p Executive Comm
6p Womens Bible Study
6:30p Adult Choir
Genealogy Writers 5p
7:30p Rejoice Band
Genealogy Group 6p
NarAnon 6p

25

Office Closed
NarAnon 6p

12p Senior Meals

26

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

20

14
15
16
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
10a Scrapbookers/
5:30p Traditional
6p Ornament Exchange 6:30p Christmas
Worship
Concert
(Offsite)
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

21
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

22

5:30p Traditional
Worship

23

First Day of Winter

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
7:30p Rejoice Band

27

28
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

29

5:30p Traditional
Worship

30

Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION
Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

Kris Kringle Pudding Cookies (Mr. Food)

2 cups flour
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup (1-1/2 sticks) butter, softened
3/4 cup granulated sugar
3/4 cup light brown sugar
1 small package instant pistachio pudding mix
1 egg
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 1/2 cups creme de menthe baking chips
colored sugar crystal for sprinkling (optional)
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Coat baking sheets with cooking spray.
2. In a medium bowl, combine flour, baking soda, and salt; set aside.
3. In a large bowl, beat with an electric mixer, butter, sugars, and pudding
mix until fluffy. Beat in egg and vanilla. Add flour mixture and mix well. Stir in
baking chips.
4. Drop mixture by teaspoonfuls onto baking sheets. Sprinkle with decorative
sugar if desired. Bake 12-15 minutes or until lightly browned around edges.
Remove to a wire rack to cool completely.
Set these cookies for Santa right near your Christmas tree and watch as the sugar crystals shine and
twinkle along with your Christmas lights!

