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angels with only
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Thanks…
… to Sharon Barnard and Terri
Veach-Geiger for coordinating
Family Promise week...

… to Terry West for his time and
patience in coordinating the removal
of the solar panels and roof repairs…

… to Greg Trunoske for saying
“YES!” to becoming our new Property
Team Leader…

… to Keith Hopkey for all he does as
our Church Council President…

… to Council Members, Team
Leaders, Small Group Leaders, and
Tom Anderson, our interim pastor,
for continued leadership of Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church…

… to Ruth Ann Isaacs and ALL who
have stepped up to assist in the
planning of the 500th Reformation
Anniversary celebration…
… to all involved directly or indirectly
with the Prayer Shawl Ministry for
knitting and crocheting the beautiful
baby blankets given to those little ones
recently baptized…

… to the Family Promise evening
hosts, meal preparers, overnight hosts
and those who provided food
donations ...
… to Ron Isaacs for fixing the curtain
rod in the Sacristy...

… to our Call Committee for their
time, dedication, and effort in
searching for the perfect pastor for
Holy Spirit.

… to Eric Morrison who has
faithfully served as Property Team
leader for several years…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

… to Eric Olsen for his untiring
dedication to working on the
Fellowship Hall doors…

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

August 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 25,884.73

$224,585.32

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 25,845.94

$189,801.91

$

38.79
2,795.322,029.
$ 4,782.00

$ 34,783.41

$

6,573.00

$ 52,584.00

Difference

$ - 1,791.00

$ -14,515.58

NET INCOME

$ - 1,752.21

$ 20,267.83

Difference
Debt/Building Income
Debt/Building Expenses

$ 38,068.42

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $953 through August for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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Council President – Keith Hopkey
“Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger
and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and
be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, as God in Christ has forgiven you”. Ephesians
4: 31-32 (NRSV)
These words from Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians,
were given as an “admonishment” and a “good news” reminder to all churches
of his time! With the actions, words and varied opinions confronting us from all
directions today I believe Paul’s message remains so very relevant to us!
Holy Spirit is well on its way into the fall season! Exciting when one reads of
all the activities being discussed throughout this newsletter! Thanks to all who
are taking leadership roles in the planning processes and all who are so
generously giving of your time to assist with the programs! That is the Holy
Spirit “Family” at work!
Sounds like we are getting closer, not quite there yet, to the point when the
council and congregation will be making prayerful decisions regarding calling
our new pastor! Stay tuned! Thank you for all the time and work put into the
process by our Call Committee members! Prayers continue for them and the
prospective candidate!
Special thanks to Eric Morrison, for his years of Property Team leadership!
Eric has decided it is time to take a well-deserved break! While stepping down
as the Team Leader he is remaining part of the Property Team! Thank you
Eric for all you have accomplished with the Property Team!
With Eric stepping down, a new leader was needed! Grateful thanks to Greg
Trunoske, for agreeing to become the new Property Team Leader! Greg has
been involved in all our air conditioning “events” and is very familiar with the
needs of our “aging” facility. Thank you Greg!
Our real estate loan refinancing with Thrivent has been completed with the
“money in the bank”! Along with that, our roof repairs have also been
completed! Thank you to Terry West for coordinating all that needed to be
done with removing the solar panels, repairing the roof and then reinstalling the
solar panels. Not a simple task!
The church council at its September 19 meeting endorsed keeping Family
Promise as a ministry of Holy Spirit Lutheran. Thank you to Mike McMahan
for his comprehensive report to the council on the program. Thank you to
LaShone Manning for volunteering to be the program coordinator. There is
also a strong possibility another Lutheran Church will be able to assist us with
volunteers. We will be working with Family Promise on this aspect along with
setting up an ongoing training schedule. Thank you for stepping up and
supporting the team at the last Family Promise week. Everything went very
smoothly.
Members and friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran continue to remain faithful and
diligent in financially supporting our ministry programs. Our financial position
has remained healthy throughout the summer months. Through August 2017,
our estimate of giving from members and friends was a positive $7,864 versus
our expected budgeted amount. Our total received income was a positive
$8,924 versus our expected budgeted amount! All bills and scheduled
benevolence have been paid! Praise God and thank you!
“God’s Grace, Peace and Blessings to all!”
God’s work. Our hands.
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Music Minister
Handbell Choir • Tuesday at 6:30pm
Our ringers meet on Tuesdays at 7:00pm for rehearsal and
fellowship. Handbell ringing is a lot of fun. Come check it out.

Tim Beasley

Adult Choir • Wednesday at 6:30pm
The Adult Choir meets for rehearsal on Wednesday evenings
at 6:30pm. This choir sings a variety of music at all the
services. We sing in worship about twice a month and enjoy
fellowship time.

Christmas Preparations Have Begun
We’re planning a big Christmas
Concert in December. Rehearsals
take place during regular choir
rehearsals on Wednesdays at
6:30pm. Rehearsal CDs are available for practice at home as
well. Please plan to take part. We need all our singers to be
involved in the Festival Choir as we share the joy of Christmas
with our neighbors.

Rejoice Worship Band • Wednesday at 7:30pm
Rejoice is the praise team that plays at our 8:30am service.
Our mission is to support the singing of the assembly using a
variety of contemporary Christian music styles. We welcome
new singers and instrumentalists.

Festival Choir • Meets as announced
The Festival Choir gathers to sing a couple times a year. It’s
an opportunity to form a larger choir for the Christmas or
Easter seasons.
Blessings,

Last month I listed our music groups and I want to list them
again. You are welcome to be a part of music ministry. We
have all skill levels and it’s all for God’s glory! Join us.

KidSong Music Club • Monday at 6:00pm
KidSong is a music club for young people, grades K-12. We
sing and play instruments, play games, and just have a whole
lot of fun.

Worship & Music Ministry
On October 28/29 the paraments will be RED. This is the
color of fire, and represents the fire of the
Holy Spirit. Let’s all celebrate by
wearing red that day: that’s the spirit!!
In the services that weekend, look for
more singing, the choir delighting us, and
added musicians. In general it will be a
very festive occasion. Come worship with
us. You will be truly blessed!
Blessings to you and yours,

October Greetings from our team!
It’s finally here! The official weekend
when we will celebrate the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, led by our namesake, Martin Luther. We give
thanks to Martin Luther and all of the reformers. This day
also calls our attention to the ongoing need for growth and
renewal of the church in general. This year this especially
applies to Holy Spirit Lutheran Church. Happy
Anniversary to all of us Lutherans!

Clare Levin
October 2017
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

H

appy Reformation month! I’m
looking forward to celebrating
the 500th Anniversary of the
Lutheran Reformation! And the
Harvest Festival …and the cooler
weather!

Sunday School is going well. The
first two Sundays in September all
children earned two
“My Faith Story” dog
tags by learning two
Bible verses related
to God’s Promises to
us. “Ms. Judi”
(Hempel) taught the children sign
language to go along with each verse,
which really helped them learn the
verse and was a fun, active way to
remember it. They learned “I will
teach you in the way you should go” Psalm 32:8, and “I have loved you
with an everlasting love” - Jeremiah
31:3. The children who were present
the Sundays we learned these Bible
verses took home a dog tag on a chain
for each verse learned. We encourage
them to take care of their chain and
dog tags so they may earn and add
additional dog tags to their chain
throughout the year.
Please see the “My Faith Story”
bulletin board in the classroom lobby
area to see all of the dog tags that may
be earned by the Sunday School
children. All Sunday School parents
should have also received a list of
these with the Fall Sunday School
newsletter when you registered your
child/ren for Sunday School. If not,
please see me any Sunday and I will
give you one.
On September 10 we used a great
children’s pop-up book from ELCA
publisher to learn about the life of
Martin Luther in honor of the
500thAnniversary of the Lutheran
Reformation.

October 2017

From Rally Day
through the
month of
September the
children’s
Sunday School
offering went to
the ELCA Good
Gifts – God’s
Global
Barnyard
program. The children really had fun
thinking about which animal they
would buy for a needy family. They
also thought of and learned about how
each of the animals may help a needy
family by providing eggs, honey,
milk, money by selling these products
etc.
Although they didn’t meet the
goal of $500 to buy a cow for a needy
family, they did great! We also want
to thank the whole congregation for
supporting this Sunday School
Mission project! You all are
awesome! The grand total of monies
collected for God’s Global Barnyard
at the time of this writing (September
17) was $399!! (Your editor has
learned that any shortfall needed to
purchase the cow will be donated by
the Tuesday Men’s Bible Study group,
Army of One. Thank you Army of
One!)

A Bible will be presented to our
Sunday School third graders during
the 8:30 worship service October 8.
This is always a special Sunday for
our third graders at HSLC – the
Sunday they receive their own real
Bible!
During the education time on that
date, third graders and their parents/
guardians will attend a Bible
Milestone class led by Fred
Schrumm, one of our 3rd/4th/5th/6th
Grade teachers. The Bible Milestone
class will conclude October 15 during
the education time.
Remember – the first Sunday of
each month is “Feed the Hungry
5

Sunday”, so on
October 1, please
bring a non-perishable
food item to Sunday
School. These food
items will be donated
to Lutheran Social
Services of Nevada Food Bank.
Thanks for your support.
Since we have concluded our
God’s Global Barnyard offering
collection, our Sunday School offering
will now continue to be used to
support Mahamadou in Mali, Africa.
He is the young boy we have
supported for many years now through
World Vision.
Children’s
Ministry will again
be running some
carnival style games
for the HSLC
Harvest Festival on
Oct
ober 27. If you
would like to help
“man” a game or
two, please sign up
on the connection
card. The Harvest
Festival is always
lots of fun!
Happy Fall Everyone!

Gwen Jolls

jolls.gwen@yahoo.com
702-645-0686
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Youth & Family Ministry

W

Youth participants must raise a minimum of $35, and bring
their own boxes, to participate in the overnight fun of
building your own cardboard house and sleeping in it for the
night. This part of the event is from 6pm to 7am. Dinner
and breakfast, as well as snacks, are included.

hat a great start to our new school year! We have
started our Confirmation classes and our Sr. High
classes. By the time you read this we will have
had two really great events under our belts!
I would like to thank all those kids who came out to
participate in the 30 Hr Famine! Caroline Trunoske,
Johnny Trunoske, Chloe Schoenwald, and Joshua
Anderson all participated in the multi-church 30 Hr Famine
event! What a cool event! After starting the famine at around
noon on Friday, September 8, we combined a lock-in, lots of
games, a fabulous movie (The Queen of Katwe), and worship
service, along with trying to survive on only apple juice and
water for 30 hours! We did have a few tablespoons of a
substance called “plumpy nut”, which was cool to experience
as it is used by World Vision in famine-stricken countries to
help put weight onto malnourished children.

This year there will also be a carnival before the overnight
event that begins at 3pm and ends at 6pm for non-overnight
participants. Your $35 overnight donation will also provide
you a wristband for games and food during the carnival.
There will be tickets as well as wristbands for games. Food
for purchase will be available for those youth and their
families who come out to “play” without participating in the
overnight event.
Next up in October is the annual Holy Spirit Harvest
Festival! This will be on Friday, October 27. As in the past,
our youth will participate in the festival by helping to run the
games as well as helping to set-up and clean-up after the
event. Please check the STORM Facebook page often for
times and to sign-up to help with this event. Let’s help make
this our best Harvest Festival yet!

This was a great event to make our youth appreciate the
everyday “basic necessities” they have in life; such as clean
water to drink, to use to brush their teeth, bathe themselves
and in cooking.
Joshua, Chloe, Caroline, Amy, Johnny

It is time to start thinking about the National Youth
Gathering next summer in Houston. This event is
for all incoming 9th graders
and outgoing 12th graders
for 2018. I have a few
great fundraisers in the
works, but it is time to
make a commitment on
whether you plan to attend.
Please let me know as soon
as possible if this is an
event you are interested in
attending.
Until next time…..
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske

Advice from a pumpkin
By the time you read this we will have had our first
Confirmation Service Project! On September 23, our 7th and
8th grade Confirmation students headed up to Mt Charleston to
help the CCFD by clearing trails around the school of trash
and organic debris. Included in the cleanup activity was a tour
of the Fire Station and a barbecue on the mountain!
Fellowship in work and play!

Be well-rounded
Get plenty of sunshine
Give thanks for life’s
bounty
Have a thick skin.
Keep growing
Be outstanding in your
field.
Think big!

October will be a busy month! First, we will have one of my
favorite fundraisers, Cardboard City! This event takes place
October 7 at Community Lutheran Church. Cardboard
City is a fundraising event that helps raise funds and
awareness benefiting Family Promise of Las Vegas.
October 2017

—Ilan Shamir
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Fellowship

According to the calendar, the fall
season arrived on September 22. The
weather is more fall-like, and fall
events are prevalent all around. This
is true at Holy Spirit, too. The
windows in the Fellowship Hall doors
have been beautifully painted with
‘fall things’. (Thank you Cyndy
Ryan and confirmation students.)
There have been planning meetings
for our annual Harvest Fest, and the
Fellowship Team is making plans for
their last events of this year.
Recently, the annual Steak
Cookout was held at the home of Dick
and Betty Kovach. The weather was
perfect, the food was delicious, and
the conversing and laughing proved
that a fun time was had by all. Thanks
to all who attended.

Reformation milestone:
celebration and
repentance
October 31, 2017, marks the
500th anniversary of the start of the
Protestant Reformation, when Martin
Luther posted his “95 Theses” on a
church door in Germany. This wasn’t
an unusual act at the time; Luther was
simply welcoming scholarly debate.
But his ideas opposing certain
teachings and practices of the Roman
Catholic Church led to a monumental
shift in Christianity.
Along with other reformers,
Luther taught that Scripture is the
supreme authority for the believer;
that salvation comes by grace alone,
through faith alone; and that baptism
October 2017

The BIG event that is coming on
the 22nd of October is the 500th
Anniversary of the Reformation
Celebration. There will be musical
entertainment on the patio beginning
about 3:00. Our very own Faye
Bastarache and her Dummkopfs have
agreed to provide ‘oompah music’.
Dean Chapman will be teaching (or
re-teaching) us how to do the … well,
uh … you’ll have to come and find out.
We will enter into the sanctuary
as Pastor Marta Poling-Schmitt
presents a monologue as Katie Luther.
Following the monologue, the Martin
Luther family will be present, and
everyone will get a hint of what life
was like in the Luther Home 500 years
ago.
Naturally, no Lutheran event
would be complete without food, so a
German supper will be served in the
Fellowship Hall. The menu will
include roasted pork loin, sauerbraten,
gives all full access to God in Christ
(“the priesthood of all believers”), so
there’s no need for an intermediary
such as a pope, priest or saint.
Initially, the reformers intended
not to leave the Catholic Church but to
reform it. But those who protested
church practices became known as
Protestants, and eventually, multiple
denominations arose — Lutheranism,
Presbyterianism, Anglicanism and
others — and did, in fact, separate
from the Roman tradition.
Sadly, woven amid the good
intentions to rightly teach and live the
faith were sins on all sides: Luther
hurled insults “with the best of them”;
the pope excommunicated him and
had other reformers executed; the
beliefs and faith of theological
7

mashed potatoes, German potato
salad, sauerkraut, red cabbage, apple
sauce, pretzel rolls, and apple cake, as
well as some vegan items. Beer and
wine will be available during the meal
for the adults. Root beer and water
will be available, too.
Tickets for the meal will go on
sale October 1. We can only seat 104
people in the Fellowship Hall, so be
sure to get your tickets as soon as you
can. The ticket prices are: $10 for
persons 21 and older; $5 for those 5
through 20; and children 4 and under
are free. The monies received will
help defray a portion of the food costs,
but the majority will be donated to the
Member Emergency Fund.
The annual Pie Fest is scheduled
for November 22,
and the Advent
Breakfast will be
served on
December 3.
More information
on these will be in
next month’s
newsletter. That’s
all for now!
Auf Wiedersehen,

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

opponents were regularly disparaged.
As Heinz Josef Algermissen, a
present-day Roman Catholic bishop in
Germany, states: “In commemorating
the Reformation, we cannot just see it
as a jubilee, but should also admit our
guilt for past errors and repent on both
sides for the past 500 years.”
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Maxwell’s Musings
“God doesn’t
love us
because of our
worth, we are
of worth because God loves us.”
—Martin Luther

F

all has begun – at least the triple
digit temperatures have fall-en by
the wayside (HA! Pun intended!)
Most of our ministries that took the
summer off have now returned – it’s
“business” as usual. Whoops! We’re a
501c3 organization, I shouldn’t be using
the word “business”!
Sally Magnuson and her guy
Richard just returned from a terrific
“Voyage of the Vikings” cruise to the
Arctic Circle. I think they must be the
last of our “cruisers” for the season.
They left from Boston August 2 and
sailed north to Canada, Greenland,
Iceland, Norway, the Netherlands,
Ireland and Scotland. They were gone
for a whopping 39 days! Sally said it
was a long time to be away but it was
great to get out of the blazing August
heat and into cool temperatures.

food and super entertainment! Home on
September 9 was a most welcome sight
for them both!
Sally was the only one who shared
her news this time, so I will use the extra
space to tell about special happenings at
our church in September.
Holy Spirit welcomed three new
little ones to the body of Christ recently
through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.
On September 10, the pews were filled
with many members of the
Hopkey and Ricciardo families
attending the baptism of Olivia
Clare Hopkey, who was born
April 23, 2016. Olivia is the
daughter of Brett and Emily
(Ricciardo) Hopkey, and
granddaughter of Keith and
Jackie Hopkey.

decorated with lovely
quilts covering all the pews. It was truly
an awesome site. The quilt ladies put
them on the day before and I had the time
of my life scampering over all that soft
loveliness, before finally succumbing to a
night of pleasant
dreams. Thank you
“Stitch in Time”
ladies”!
Don’t forget about our big
celebration fun and dinner
coming up on October 22!
(See Fellowship article, page
7.) We’re celebrating the
500th year of the Protestant
Reformation led by our
namesake, Martin Luther.
(Did you know he wasn’t
pleased about his name
being used for the church?)
That’s all folks! Hope to
hear from you next month.
Your Friend,

Maxwell

Greenland

The scenery on their trip was
magnificent and the waters calm except
for three rockin’ and rollin’ days. Of
course, the cruise provided lots of
delicious human and ‘mouse-worthy’
October 2017

Pastor Tom had “practiced” with
Olivia before the baptism occurred, so
she was prepared and therefore, not
frightened when it came time to
“sprinkle” her with the water.
Olivia’s sponsors are Derek
Hopkey, brother of Brett, and Kelley
Martinez, sister of Emily. Those in
attendance for the baptism, besides those
named, were Derek’s wife, Mia, and
their two daughters, Charlie and Parker,
Jackie’s mom, Mary Abercrombie, and
her sisters, Joanne Nasby and Joyce
Newcome.
The Ricciardo family included
Emily’s mom, Kathy Fitzgerald, her
dad, Michael Ricciardo, Kelley’s
husband, Tony and their children,
Anthony, Timothy, Chloe and Ryan.
The next weekend, two more
children were welcomed into the body of
Christ. Skylar and Jessyka Walker
presented their children, Olivia Mae
Walker and Owen Matthew Walker for
baptism. Their sponsors are Heather
Loptain, and Kevin and Marta Morris.
I hope you were in church on
September 17 – our church was
8

“That’s the Spirit”

Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

A Stitch in Time

Devoted Diners

Women’s Bible Study

Caring is what WestCare is all about.
A warm and genuine hand shake and a
welcoming smile greeted the quilting
ladies of Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church the moment we introduced
ourselves to the
staff. We
delivered 25
quilts and their
enthusiasm and
good will spoke
for the residents
at the shelter.
We are all
Charlene
so
wonderfully
Mikkelsen &
Betty Davis-two blessed. Our
prayer is that they
of our quilters
continue to serve
the Lord in peace, being warmed by
your love and nourished in the spirit.
Thank you for your generosity of
fabric and monetary donations
towards the purchase of additional
quilting supplies.

Can you believe it’s September
already! Well, the
“Eat-In” group of
the Devoted
Diners has had
quite a year.
Between Judi and
Dwight Hempel
travelling and
Mark Middleton going back to
Pennsylvania for his grandmother’s
101st birthday – well, let’s just say
we’ve all been busy.
We’re all back now, getting ready
to start a new season, and with that, I
hope we can grow and start another
group. There’s room for one more in
our group (six is best for in-home
dining) and lots of opportunity for
another “dine-in” group to start. By
the time you read this the September
dinner will have already met. Our
October dinner will be on Thursday,
October 19. Please call me to make
plans to join us. Mark is a really
good cook. Call Linda: (702) 7548693.

The Women’s
Bible Study
continues to
meet on the
second
Monday of
each month.
Our next
meeting will be Monday, October 9 at
6pm in room 1. Before we closed last
year, we agreed upon studying
Luther’s Small Catechism.
We are taking a different
approach to the subject. All you will
need is your Bible and a copy of the
Small Catechism. I will be teaching
from the Book of Concord as well as
an on-line version of the document.
We will be discussing the various
prayers and topics of the Small
Catechism and what each one means
to us, as well as learning the historical
beginnings of our prayers, meditations
and doctrines.
The sessions are open to all who
are interested. Please join us. Call the
church office or me for more
information.

Linda Middleton
(702) 754-8693

Women of the Reformation

Blessings,
"A Stitch in Time"
Quilting Team

October 2017

Although the names most often associated with the Reformation are male, women
also played key roles in maintaining the integrity of the church. “Most were wives
and mothers,” Professor Justin Holcomb writes. “Some were also authors,
apologists, ex-nuns and queens. All were faithful servants of Jesus.”
Women who made notable contributions include:
 Katherine von Bora, the former nun who married former-priest Martin Luther
 Argula von Grumbach, a Bavarian noblewoman who published letters and
debated with university faculty
 Olympia Fulvia Morata, an Italian scholar who lectured on the teachings of
Luther and Calvin — and was persecuted and imprisoned
 Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre and a leader in France’s Huguenot
movement, who tried to peacefully resolve tensions between Catholics and
Protestants
 Marie Dentière, an aristocrat who left an Augustinian monastery to speak in
public — even on street corners! — about church reform.
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Community ~ Outreach ~ ELCA
I

Thanksgiving Basket Donations

Celebrate a fun-filled Harvest
Festival hosted by our church family on
Friday, October 27, 6-8pm. Come share
the love of Christ with your friends,
family and neighbors.
Great Food, Trunk & Treat, Magic
Show, Harvest Photo Booth, and games
for kids of all ages. Enjoy a safe, fun and
free event for the whole family. Watch
the bulletin for more information!

It isn’t too early for a reminder of
our Thanksgiving Basket donations.
Following is a list of usual food items
needed for our baskets. Perhaps you
could make a copy of this list and take it
with you on your grocery story jaunts.
The number of families to receive
baskets is not known at this time, but
don’t let that keep you for stocking up —
we always have needy families who
would have no other Thanksgiving
dinner without your generous donations.

ELCA congregations impacted
by Hurricane Harvey
Here, we share a post from Michael
Rinehart, bishop of the Texas-Louisiana
Gulf Coast Synod, which has been
heavily impacted by the storm.
Harvey roared ashore between Port
Arkansas and Port O’Connor, as a
Category 4 hurricane on Friday, August
25, around 11:00pm. After devastating
Rockport and other areas around Corpus
Christi, it slowly crept north and dumped
historic levels of water on the Houston
area. As a result, thousands of homes
were destroyed.
Many congregations served as
shelters to those whose homes are
flooded, or who had to evacuate. St. John
Lutheran Church in Bellville, Christ
Lutheran in El Campo and Tree of Life
Lutheran Church in Conroe are just a few
examples. St. Paul Lutheran Church in
La Grange sheltered two nursing homes
that evacuated.
However, some congregational
facilities were themselves flooded.
Messiah Lutheran Church in Cypress,
Texas (Northwest Houston), had 3 to 6
inches of water throughout all of their
buildings, including a new addition that
they had just added.
Faith Lutheran Church in Dickinson,
took 3 feet of water, like much of the
October 2017

Turkeys
Stuffing Mix
Potatoes (10lb bags)
Eggs
Gravy (Can or mix)
Canned Milk
Canned Yams
Marshmallows
Cranberry Sauce (jellied or berries)
Pie Shells
Pumpkin Pie Mix
(or Pumpkin Pies) Whipped Topping
Fresh Vegetable
Canned Vegetables
Canned Fruit
Fresh Fruit
(Celery – Carrots – Onions)
Dinner Rolls
Margarine
Foil Roasting Pans
Hot or Cold Cereal

Hurricane relief efforts

town, which was under mandatory
evacuation. More than a dozen other
congregations took on water in various
parts of their building. Still other
congregational facilities stayed dry, but
members’ homes flooded, leaving the
congregations struggling.
These congregations will have a
difficult time, in large part because
insurance companies do not like to insure
congregations so close to the coast. Quite
a few of these congregations had no
flood insurance.
The good news is ministry
continues. Evacuees were sheltered in
homes and churches. Five thousand
people stayed at the George R. Brown
Convention Center in Houston.
There have been, and continue to be,
touching acts of kindness from strangers.
The church is the church, regardless of
buildings.
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Hurricane Harvey was one of the
most catastrophic storms to hit the U.S.
in a decade, and Hurricane Irma was the
longest-lasting powerful hurricane ever
recorded in the world. The ELCA was
mobilized on the ground in the areas of
impact even before the storms hit.
Lutheran Disaster Response,
through its network of local affiliates and
partner organizations, is responding to
these storms and will be there throughout
the long-term recovery.
Holy Spirit’s Army of One donated
$500 towards the hurricane relief and to
date, the congregation’s donations total
$805. Thank you Holy Spirit family!

Bishop Eaton on
'Face to Faith' podcast
ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton gives an incredibly candid
interview on topics such as faith amid
doubt, being a woman in leadership,
transgender rights and Cleveland sports.
She says it all with theological depth and
good humor on the “Face to Faith”
podcast of The Chicago Sun-Times.
Listen to the interview at
chicago.suntimes.com/section/podcasts/.
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Stewardship

Time-Talent-Treasure
Response to hurricanes Harvey and Irma provided a clear
demonstration of Jesus’ commandment to give out of love to
your neighbor. HSLC joined this national effort both as an
organization and as individuals. Thank you.
October’s focus is on HSLC’s endowment program.
Please read the accompanying article.
Stewardship Committee
What do Homeless Youth,
World Hunger, World Relief,
World Malaria, Youth Group,
Building Repairs, and Banners all
have in common? All were
supported with $1,700 this year by
current and past members who
have funded the HSLC
Endowment Fund with bequests. Those bequests have been
invested in the ELCA Foundation and Pension Investment
fund where most churches safely put their Endowment Funds.
The endowment fund balance will soon be almost
$68,000 boosted by a very nice $12,500 bequest from one of
our church’s former pastors, Pastor Bob Linder. They
generously included a bequest in their family trust, which is in
the process of being added to the fund in the very near future.

Please consider doing something similar as you conduct
your estate planning. You, too, can continue your support of
HSLC via the Endowment Fund either via your estate and or
even a direct contribution at any time. Of course, the first
priority is to fulfill the commitments we’ll all make in the near
future to support the church on a regular basis. Support of the
Endowment Fund would be best done after fulfilling that
commitment. If you do wish to designate a specific amount to
the Endowment Fund, please clearly identify that with your
contribution and or Estate Bequest.
One bylaw of the Endowment Fund bylaws specifies
that an undesignated major contribution over $5,000 would be
split equally between the HSLC General Fund and the
Endowment Fund. An undesignated gift less than that
amount would be added solely to the general fund.
Think of how much your support can provide, such as the
list that opened this message, year in and year out. Each year
the earnings from those investments are offered to fund one of
four categories as requested, via a grant request process, by
church membership and leadership. Those requests are
evaluated to ensure they meet the criteria that the fund can
support as previously approved in the Endowment Fund ByLaws. The four areas that are supported annually are: existing
church ministries, congregational personal development, local
community support, and ELCA missions both at home and
overseas. (Please request a copy of the Endowment Fund
By-Laws for a detailed description of these categories.)
If you have any questions please direct those to the
current Endowment Fund Committee listed below.
In his service,
Don Cleveland, Charlie Kesling,
Dean Chapman, Marsha Stephenson, Keith Hopkey

Prayers of the Church
Good and gracious God, we pray for the
church. Bless the ministries of our congregation
in our community: Lutheran Social Services of
Nevada, Nevada Partnership for Homeless
Youth; Nevadans for the Common Good.
Unite us to proclamation of your life-giving gospel.
We pray for recovery for those in our southern states. We pray
and give praise to the multitude of volunteers who have come to
the aid of those who have lost homes or are in need of special
efforts. We give thanks to the Lutheran Disaster Relief and other
agencies that are helping in this ministry.
Divine Healer, reassure those who are lonely, impatient,
broken hearted, homebound, hospitalized, or ill, especially:
Virginia Bartholomew; Judy Caison; Roy Cameron; Alora
Cavalieri; Marcia Chapman; Betty Davis; Lillian Dilworth;
Helen Geraci; Bruce Hammerstone; Joe Hauser; Judi Hempel;
Susan Hicks; Jo Jirousek; Dave Johnson; Dick Kovach; Jimmy
McDonald; Lisa Mueller; Bob Nance; Jean Pritchett; Keith
Quirk; Corey Schaefges; Rebekah Signoretti; June & Earl
Wall; Nancy Wier; and Jennie Zweifel.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’ great-granddaughters,
Stella and Zoey; Serena Cai’s mother, Tong Yuan Zeng; the
October 2017
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Kesling’s mourning the death of Bob Cromwell; Jenny Knox’s
son; Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill,
and her friend, Nancy; JoAnn Nance’s father, Frank; Howard
Olson’s friend, Nannette; and Amy Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert.
We celebrate the baptisms of Olive Clare Hopkey,
September 10, and of Olivia Mae Walker and Owen Matthew
Walker, September 17.
We pray for Gordon Bogner and all those who mourn the
loss of Gordon’s mother, Angie. Help us to trust your promise of
resurrection life.
We give thanks for this congregation and its leaders; we pray
for our call committee: Gwen Jolls, Matthew McMahan, Mirium
Tsui, Jen Anderson, Charlie Kesling, Dean Chapman, and
Mark Myers; and for those pastors considering the call to Holy
Spirit. Guide them and grant them wisdom, compassion and unity
of spirit.
We pray for Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, for our guests
and visitors, for newcomers to this community, for those who are
certain and those who doubt, and for all who seek you in this place.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit.
Amen.
“That’s the Spirit”

Interim Thoughts
500 Years!
A Luther Primer
(Some of my favorite sayings of
Luther)
“Be thou comforted, little dog. Thou too
in the Resurrection shall have a little
golden tail.”
“God writes the Gospel not in the Bible
alone, but also on trees, and in the
flowers and clouds and stars.”
“Even if I knew that tomorrow the
world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.”
“As long as we live there is never enough singing.”

Pastor Tom Anderson

48 Quilts!
Nearly all
the sanctuary
chairs were
adorned with
quilts on the
weekend of
September
16/17. It
was quite a
sight. All of
it thanks to
the efforts of
our new
Quilting
Team led by
Charlene
Mikkelsen,
Barbara
Morton,
Faye
Bastarache
and Betty
Davis.

Get over yourself!
“Pray, and let God worry.”
“Get a grip on yourself, you lazy bum! Fall on your knees, and
raise your hands and eyes toward heaven. Read a psalm. Say
the Lord’s Prayer, and tearfully tell God what you need.”
“No great saint lived without errors.”

Faith is alive!
“The Bible is alive, it speaks to me; it has feet, it runs after
me; it has hands, it lays hold of me.”
“I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them
all; but whatever I have placed in God’s hands, that I still
possess.”
“If I am not allowed to laugh in heaven, I don’t want to go
there.”
“He who loves not wine, women and song remains a fool his
whole life long.”

Finally…
“I cannot and I will not recant anything, for to go against
conscience is neither right nor safe. Here I stand; I can do no
other. God help me. Amen.”

Over the last few weeks they have spent Monday mornings at
church producing these beautiful quilts to be given to worthy
causes. We are so grateful for this new ministry which
augments our Prayer Shawl ministry. God’s gifts keep
flowing from the talents of our folks. You can help this new
team with a small offering to help offset their costs of fabric
and other supplies. ($113 was collected that weekend).

Pastor Tom

1 Cow
One Cow? Yes, that is our goal. The Sunday
School kids are raising money to support
families in third world countries. The World
Hunger Appeal designates certain special gift
goals that can help families in the best way.
The kids chose a cow which costs $500, as of
this date they have collected $399 with the
help of the congregation. Next weekend is the
last weekend to donate, hopefully we made it!
October 2017
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——
Lolita Stapleton
Brahms Bruley
Joe Hauser
Morgan Hunter
Janet Lux
Joanne Engler
Rebekah Signoretti
Clare Levin
Kamryn Stephenson
Faye Bastarache
Greg Trunoske
Jean Pritchett
Bryan Petersen
Rich Stephenson
Judi Hempel
Kevin Kettell
Olivia Walker
Dana Hackett
Lincoln Ryan
Zachary Seum
Jayna Broude
Linda Coulter
Jay Miers
Mary Wonola

10/1
10/2
10/2
10/2
10/6
10/7
10/8
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/12
10/13
10/15
10/15
10/22
10/23
10/25
10/26
10/26
10/29
10/30
10/30
10/31
10/31

Joe & Penny Hauser
10/1/99
Daniel & Serena Wang
10/1/15
Zoel & Faye Bastarache 10/2/88
Bobby & Jeri Bonner
10/10/86
Jim & Patti Cassidy
10/14/83
Charlie & Edie Bush
10/15/67
Brad/Michele Stephenson 10/18/80
When Jesus
Christ utters a
word, he opens
his mouth so
wide that it
embraces all
heaven and earth,
even though that word be but in a
whisper. The word of the emperor is
powerful, but that of Jesus Christ
governs the whole universe.
—Martin Luther, Table Talk
October 2017

HARRIS, Michael

702 972-0217

STOCKTON, Dottie
211 E. Louise St.
Long Beach, CA 90805-5311
TAYLOR, Ann

702 823-3182

From: Judy Caison
A BIG THANK YOU for the prayers,
hospital visits, meals and the love of
my church family. This knee surgery
was so much easier, and I know my
church family prayed me through.
THANK YOU ALL!
I Love You!
Judy and the Caison family

Change in “That’s the Spirit”
distribution
In keeping with ongoing
technology, beginning January 1,
2018, our newsletter will no longer
be mailed. We are researching the
best and most convenient method of
distributing the newsletter. This could
be via email, Constant Contact mass
email, or through our website,
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org (where it
is already posted each month in color).
Copies will also be available in the
front lobby.
If you have email and we do not
currently have your email address,
please enter it on the Connection Card,
call the church office 702 645-1777,
or send an email to
info@holyspiritlasvegas.org.
Those who do not have email, and
who cannot physically pick up a copy
at church will continue to receive the
newsletter via regular mail.
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Appreciate — and act
October is Pastor (or Clergy)
Appreciation Month, reminding
church members to thank their
hardworking ministry leaders. But the
people in the pews — though they
might lack official church titles —
also play important roles in doing
God’s work.
In User Friendly Churches (Regal
Books), researcher George Barna
compares the behavior of people in
growing vs. stagnant or declining
churches. Members of growing
churches actively participate in the
church’s ministry. “They did not
divorce their faith from their lifestyle;
their faith was their lifestyle,” Barna
writes. “They took seriously the
classical Reformation doctrine of the
priesthood of all believers.”
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant
churches tend to observe rather than
participate. “They perceived their role
as being in the audience in the stands,”
Barna notes, “nodding approvingly in
efforts to demonstrate religious
behavior as the clergy went through
their paces.”
Appreciate your pastors, but then
follow their example by living out
your beliefs!

“That’s the Spirit”

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS ~ OCTOBER 2017
TIMES

October 1

5:30pm

XX

8:30am
10:30am

Rich & Marsha
Stephenson
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

October 7/8
Ruby Collins
Cindy White
Mirium Tsui
Loretta Block
Bill & Sharon
Wilderman

October14/15
Joanne Engler
Cindy White
Keith & Jackie
Hopkey
Jennie Zweifel
Ann Taylor

October 21/22
Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger
Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

Sue Mayer
Cindy White
Jim & Patti
Cassidy
LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

Joanne Engler
Cindy White
Terry & Mary
West
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Gordon Bogner
Dick Moyer
Dwight & Judi
Hempel

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald
Ron Isaacs
Ray Betts
Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Sue Mayer

October 28/29
Sue Mayer
Greg & Amy
Trunoske
Shante Manning
Priceles Dunn

5:30pm

XX

8:30am

Michael McMahan
Matthew McMahan

10:30am

Karen Harris

Assisting
Minister

5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

XX
Ruth Ann Isaacs
Jennie Zweifel

Faye Bastarache
Charlie Kesling
Penny Hauser

Mark Myers
Sally Magnuson
Mark Middleton

Don Cleveland
Eric Ryan
Allen Vaughn

Mary Myers
Michele Anderson
Karen Harris

Acolyte

10:30am

Jeremiah Anderson

Thaddeus Nance

Shamika Manning

Daniel Vaughn

Jeremiah Anderson

Child Assistants

8:30am

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Julius Quarnstrom
Bella Quarnstrom

Thaddeus Nance
Leilani Hanisch

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Julius Quarnstrom
Bella Quarnstrom

Prepare
5:30pm
8:30am
10:30am

Clare Levin
XX
Clare Levin
Ann Taylor

Sally Magnuson
Faye Bastarache
Sally Magnuson
Jen Anderson

Mirium Tsui
Faye Bastarache
Mirium Tsui
Jennifer Vaughn

Barbara Butler
Faye Bastarache
Barbara Butler
Sharon Manning

Ray Betts
Faye Bastarache
Ray Betts
Ann Taylor

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777
 10:30 Ann Taylor/ 702 823-3182  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 

OCTOBER
LESSONS

October 2017

October 1
October 7/8
October 14/15
October 21/22
October 28/29

Lectionary 26
Lectionary 27
Lectionary 28
Lectionary 29
Reformation

Philippians 2:5-11; Matthew 21:28-32
Isaiah 5:1-7; Matthew 21:33-46
Psalm 23; Matthew 22:1-14
Isaiah 45:1-7; Matthew 22:15-22
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Romans 3:19-28
14
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Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

1

8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation/Lord's
Prayer Study
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
8
8:30a Contemporary
Worship/3rd Grade
Bible Presentation
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation/Lord's
Prayer Study
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

MONDAY

2
9a Stitch in Time Quilts
12p Senior Meals
6p Kid Song
NarAnon 6p

TUESDAY
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells

9
9a Stitch in Time Quilts 9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
12p Senior Meals
Genealogy Writers 5p the Spirit
6p Kid Song
12p Senior Meals
6p Women's Bible Study1p Staff Meeting
NarAnon 6p 7p Handbells
Genealogy Group 6p

15
16
8:30a Contemporary
9a Stitch in Time Quilts
Worship
NEWSLETTER
9:35a Sunday School/
DEADLINE
Confirmation/Lord's
12p Senior Meals
Prayer Study
6p KidSong
10:30a Traditional
NarAnon 6p
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

22
23
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
6p KidSong
9:35a Sunday School/
NarAnon 6p
Confirmation/Lord's
Prayer Study
10:30a Traditional
Worship
3p REFORMATION
CELEBRATION
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
29
30
9a Stitch in Time Quilts
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
6p KidSong
Confirmation
NarAnon 6p
10:30a Traditional
Worship/Affirmation
of Baptism
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
Reformation Day
REFORMATION SUNDAY
WEAR RED!

3

WEDNESDAY

4

9:30a Prayer time
with Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

6

SATURDAY

13

14
Tole Painters 10a
4p Executive Comm
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

18

19
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

20

21
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

25

26
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

27
5:30p Traditional
Nevada Day
Worship
OFFICE CLOSED

6-8p Harvest Festival

31
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells
`

Halloween

“There are two days in my calendar: This day and that Day.”
―Martin Luther

15

7

3p-7aSun Youth
Cardboard City
Fundraiser (offiste)
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

12
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

9:30a Prayer time
with Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

24
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells

FRIDAY

11
9:30a Prayer time
with Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

17
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

5

12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

9:30a Prayer time
with Pastor Tom
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

10

THURSDAY
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Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION

APPLE PIE PORK CHOPS

Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

1/2 cup all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper
6 (1-inch) pork loin chops
(about 3 pounds total)
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 (21-oz) container apple pie filling
1/2 cup water

Mr. Food

1. In a shallow dish, combine flour, salt, and pepper; mix well.
2. Dip pork chops in flour mixture, coating completely.
3. In a large deep skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat. Add chops
and brown 4 to 5 minutes per side. Stir in pie filling and water.
Cook 3 to 4 minutes, or until no pink remains in chops.
4. Serve with sauce spooned over the top.

