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Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Janice Schrumm for filling in
for Loretta while she was on
vacation…
… to Ann Taylor and the
Stewardship Team for hosting the
luncheon and movie May 21…
… to Michele Anderson-Beck for her
computer/tech skills, and to Michele
and Tim Beasley for keeping our
website updated…

… to EVERYONE who is serving
and who has served our country…
… to the Tech Team for working on
getting new devices/updates for our
aging worship equipment...
… to the Transition Team for
preparing the Ministry Site Profile in
search of our next pastor…
… to Greg Trunoske for his
invaluable knowledge and help with
our air-conditioning problems –
especially in the summer!…

… to the Fellowship Team for
coordinating the church picnic; to
Sharon Manning and Karen Dunn
for cooking the chicken, and ALL
others who brought food to share…
… to Cyndy Ryan and the Children’s
Ministry Team for leading Vacation
Bible School…
… to Amy Trunoske for
accompanying a group of kids to the
Western States Youth Gathering…
… to our CALL COMMITTEE.

… to Jill Chenicek and ALL who
served at the Open Air Market…
.. to Norma Kesling for her many
years as Team Leader for Worship &
Music, and to Clare Levin for taking
over as the new Team Leader…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

… to LaShone Manning for her
culinary gift of baking yummy cakes
and cupcakes…

Doing Faith
Faith is better understood as a verb than as a noun, as a process than as a possession. It is on-again-off-again rather than once-and-for-all. Faith is not being sure
where you’re going, but going anyway. A journey without maps. [As theologian] Paul Tillich said… doubt isn’t the opposite of faith; it is an element of faith.
—Frederick Buechner

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

May 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 25,807.62

$141,162.30

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 21,212.35

$111,501.09

$

4,595.27
2,795.322,029.
$ 4,272.50

$ 29,661.21

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,573.00

$ 32,865.00

Difference

$

2,300.50

$ - 9,778.08

NET INCOME

$

2,294.77

$ 19,883.13

Difference
Debt/Building Income

$ 23,086.92

Thrivent

Choice
Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $769 through May for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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“May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 15: 5-6 (NRSV)
If only more of us would live by these words every day, shared with us by
Paul in his letter to the Romans! Experiencing this “harmony” on a Sunday
morning during and after worship service, hearing Pr. Tom’s words of hope
and encouragement, is so wonderful! We just need to work a little harder
to keep and demonstrate that “Sunday feeling” as we face the “secular”
world when we leave the Church!
Thank you to our great Transition Team for the meaningful Ministry Site
Profile they completed! One can’t help being proud and excited by just
reading its content! They put many hours of work into gathering
information, discerning and making it understandable in written form.
Thank you Ruth Ann Isaacs, Chairperson, Amy Trunoske, Cyndy
Ryan, Fred Schrumm, Janet Saterlie, Jimmy McDonald and Terry
West!
Now on to our next phase of the Transition Process which is the Call
Process! Our Call Committee has been elected and installed. They are
already hard at work as you can see by Sunday bulletin articles and their
article in this newsletter. The Committee members are: Mark Myers,
Chairman, Charlie Kesling, Dean Chapman, Gwen Jolls, Jen
Anderson, Matthew McMahan (Youth Rep) and Mirium Tsui. Thank
you to all for accepting your call to serve! You will have our continued
prayers!
Thank you to all members and friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran! Your
continued generous support through your prayers, attendance, volunteering
and financial giving is so evident as we move into the eighth month of our
transition process! A new ministry “Stitch in Time Quilting” has been
started, work has begun to reactivate our “Helping Hands Ministry” and
our Stewardship Team is working on some exciting programs! Through
May, our estimate of giving from members and friends is a positive
+$2,339.25 versus our budgeted amount! Our total received income is a
positive +$4,336.75! All bills and scheduled benevolence have been paid!
We are going into the summer months with a “cash cushion”, that barring
any unforeseen situation should see us through the “summer slowdown”! A
church in “transition”! Yep, however we are also a church continuing to
“move forward” thanks to you all and Pr. Tom’s engaging leadership!
Praise God!
Prayers for a safe and enjoyable summer to you all!
“God let your Spirit breathe through me!” (Author unknown)
God’s work. Our hands.
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Music Minister
“Herbie and his friends are at church to plant a neighborhood
garden that will bless their entire community. While there,
they realize this garden won’t just be about fruits and
vegetables, but will give them opportunities to meet and get to
know their neighbors. Anna, a real southern belle, comes to
understand that sometimes, when we want to be part of
something really wonderful, we have to put aside things like
the perfect gardening hat or sparkly manicures and get down
to what’s really important — going and growing in the
Kingdom of God!”

Tim Beasley

Herbie and the Good News Garden
The KidSong Music Camp
will be July 10-21 from
1:00 to 4:00pm, Monday
through Friday. At the end
of camp, we’ll perform a
short musical called,
“Herbie and the Good News
Garden.” The camp is open
to kids in sixth through
twelfth grades, although
exceptions can be made,
especially for those who are
in the KidSong choir.

The musical has exciting, new, and familiar songs, in styles
from bluesy-jazz to pop. I hope that your children will take
part in the fun music camp. We’ll perform the musical in
worship on July 23. Invite your friends!
Registration is through our website at
www.HolySpiritLasVegas.org. There is no charge for the
camp this year. Please join us!

Blessings,

Hearing the Call to Lead

On Friday night, Bishop
Steve Talmage and his wife,
Barb, were honored for their 11
years of faithful service to the
Grand Canyon Synod. There was
a note from Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton. All current
bishops and spouses from Region
2, as well as two retired bishops
were present to celebrate and to
honor Bishop Steve. The Rev. Dr. Lowell Almen, who will
serve as our interim bishop beginning August 1, 2017, also
offered a humbling tribute.
The Assembly offers insights and understanding of the
ministry of the Church at Large. Please consider serving as a
voting member from Holy Spirit at the 2018 Synod Assembly
to be held on June 14-16 at Resurrection Lutheran Church in
Oro Valley AZ.

This was the title/logo for the Grand
Canyon Synod Assembly that Ron and I,
along with Pastor Tom, attended recently
in Mesa, AZ. It was two days filled with
prayer, singing, caucusing, voting, a
farewell to the Bishop, and even a prime
rib dinner! Highlights included:
Five seminarians and two interns who delivered their call
stories, how we can be supportive of those pursuing a formal
call to ministry, and what their hopes are for the Church at
Large.
The Rev. Mark Olsen, Associate Director of the ELCA
Fund for Leaders provided a presentation on the Fund. He
also delivered the Report of the Presiding Bishop.
Each of our Synods’ Conferences gathered in caucus to
discuss “What hopes and anxieties do you have with the
upcoming year of interim leadership and the election of a new
bishop in 2018?”

Ruth Ann and Ron Isaacs
“A New Day / A New Direction” for the Fall Stewardship
Campaign, which reflects this change in the congregation and
the anticipated arrival of a new pastor. This theme reflects an
opportunity to explore new stewardship ideas and
opportunities and strengthen this congregation’s many current
stewardship activities.
We look forward to working more closely with the
congregation to enhance and highlight the many
accomplishments of the HSLC community.
Stewardship Committee

The Stewardship Committee is going to provide current
information on Stewardship - Time, Talents and Resources in
a new “Stewardship Corner” of the newsletter.
We have observed a revitalization of the HSLC
community over the last few months and selected the theme of
July/August 2017
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Call Committee Report

D

o we have a new Pastor yet? When do we get to meet
him/her? Whoa, dear friends of Holy Spirit! This is a
process and the Holy Spirit will guide us. We must be
patient through the many steps of the process. There is
something that the congregation can do to help. PRAY!
PRAY! PRAY!

Then we put together a schedule for the next three months
with dates and times and specific goals for each. The last
meeting, we selected the questions we will ask during the
initial interviews. We will practice interviewing within the
group. We have then set up a mock interview with Pastor
Jason Adams. We will ask him the same questions as we will
the potential candidates. He will provide feedback on ways to
improve our interview so we can incorporate that in the real
process.

It is also possible that some of you may know a pastor you
think would be good for Holy Spirit. If you want that pastor
to be considered, first contact that pastor and insure they are
interested. If they are, then have them fill out a Rostered
Leader Profile (mobility papers) and send that to THEIR
Synod Bishop who will send it to the Grand Canyon (GC)
Synod Bishop. While the paperwork is moving through the
proper channels, you can provide the names to anyone on the
Call Committee. We strongly urge you to keep any name
submitted to yourself. We don’t want that person’s
congregation to know he/she is interested in moving. The
committee will keep any name in strict confidence as well.
The solicitation of the names will be open to the committee
from July 2 - July 17, 2017. Just because you submit a name
does not guarantee that person will be selected by our GC
Synod Bishop to be interviewed. All applicants to be
interviewed will be chosen by the GC Bishop.

Bishop Talmage is planning to provide three candidates in
late July or early August. Each candidate will get the same
questions asked by the same committee member. We will
keep everything the same so they are treated fairly. We will
rely on the Holy Spirit to guide us whether we should continue
with a second interview for any of the candidates.
The second interview is normally a visit by some members of
the call committee to the prospects’ home church
anonymously. We promise to keep you updated on where we
are in the process. Please check church bulletins, newsletters,
the website (www.holyspiritlasvegas.org) and temple talks
during church services (another good reason to go to church!).
I know we have given you a lot of information in this
newsletter but there won’t be another one until September so
we thought it prudent to provide what we can now. If you
have questions, please feel free to contact anyone from the
committee.

So what are we doing in the meantime? Just hanging around
waiting? Definitely not! We have already met three times.
First we elected a chairperson. Mark Myers was elected
unanimously. Mark provided a list of tasks at the next
meeting and those tasks were divided among the committee.

Gwen Jolls - 702-645-0686
jolls.gwen@yahoo.com

Jen Anderson - 702-768-5612
czekaj@juno.com

Dean Chapman - 702-645-7236
chapmarcia@aol.com

Mark Myers - 702-498-1901
markmyers@remax.net

Matthew McMahan - 702-613-7708
matthew.d.mcmahan@gmail.com

Mirium Tsui — 702-256-3286
mirc0326@hotmail.com

Charles Kesling - 702-645-4727
keslingnc@cox.net
July/August 2017
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Honoring Our 2017 Graduates
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church congratulates these graduates for their accomplishments.
AMYYAH BELL

BRAEDAN & LAYTON HEDGE

Amyyah Mi’Starr
Bell, daughter of
Ann Timika Bell
and Curtis Bell,
sister of Brionna,
Jamiyla,
Anjahleek, K’lyra,
Jayla, and Nyshiq,
granddaughter to
Ann Taylor,
graduated from
Legacy High School
on June 9, 2017 at
the Orleans Arena.
Amyyah will attend
UNLV in the fall.
Braedan and Layton Hedge, twin grandsons of
Charlie and Norma Kesling graduated from Rancho
Magnate High School June 9 with highest honors.
Braedan also received a diploma in aviation. Layton
was awarded the Air Force four-year scholarship.
Plans were for out-of-state schooling until they found
the same challenging programs at UNLV, plus an
active Air Force ROTC. Braedan will pursue more
advanced flying certifications plus major in French.
Layton will be studying advanced engineering and
robotics. After achieving their undergraduate degrees
they will both enter the Air Force as 2nd Lieutenants.

JOSEPH BONNER

Joseph Bonner,
son of Bobby and
Jeri Bonner, sister
of Shelbi,
graduated from
University of
Nevada Reno, on
May 19, 2017, with
a Bachelor of
Science in
business
administration and
a major in
Economics.

July/August 2016

ANDREA JOLLS
Andrea Jolls,
daughter of Mike
and Gwen Jolls,
graduated with
honors from the
University of
Tennessee,
College of
Pharmacy, May 5,
2017. Andrea
graduated with a
Doctor of
Pharmacy Degree,
and is working at
Walgreens in the
Memphis, TN area
as a Pharmacist.
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CARRIE RASTELLO

ABIGAIL TSUI

Carrie Rastello,
daughter of Chuck
and Sue Rastello,
sister of Kelsey,
graduated from
Idaho State
University College
of Business on
May 6, 2017.
Carrie graduated
with a Bachelor of
Business
Administration in
Accounting. She
will continue her
education at Idaho
State, attending Graduate School for her Masters in
Accounting.

Abby Tsui,
daughter of Stan
and Mirium, sister
of Rachel, Aaron
and Leah,
graduated from
Northwestern
University in
Chicago, June 16,
2017. Abby
graduated with a
Bachelor of Science
in Biomedical
Engineering, and
will do a rotational
program at Cigna
Healthspring in Chicago.

LEAH TSUI

KELSEY RASTELLO

Leah Tsui, daughter of
Stan and Mirium,
sister of Rachel,
Aaron and Abby,
graduated from Drexel
University on June 12,
2017 at the Mann
Center in Philadelphia.
She graduated with a
Masters of Science in
Human Nutrition. Leah
will be moving to Los
Angeles to continue
her journey towards
becoming a Registered
Dietician. She will start
her Dietetic Internship
at the VA Hospital in Los Angeles.

Kelsey Rastello,
daughter of Chuck
and Sue, sister of
Carrie, graduated
from Idaho State
University, May 6,
2017. Kelsey
graduated with a
Doctor of Pharmacy
Degree and will
complete a PGY1
Pharmacy Residency
at Peace Health in
Vancouver, WA.

July/August 2017
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Worship & Music Ministry
concentration. We will have hymn
sings during the summer, on July 1/2
and August 5/6 with an ice cream
social between the services. Let us
know your favorite hymns. We want
your participation. We will not be
sacrificing worship but enhancing the
experience and meaning.
Now for a big thank you to Clare Levin who has
graciously stepped up to be your new “Worship and Music”
team leader. We could not have been blessed with a more
faithful, capable, or gracious person. God sends us
wonderful workers to fulfill our needs. As I leave, I would
like to thank all the great folks I was
blessed to work with through the years.
I’ll be on the team, but as a “worker bee”
- helping where possible and needed in
this wonderful Christian family.
God bless, excite, and inspire you all,

Green is the color and
will be our paraments’
color until the end of
November. Why? Well,
it certainly isn’t to give
the Altar Guild a rest!
We are in the season
called “Time After Pentecost” or what some of us
remember as “Trinity”, the longest church season of the
year.
During the summer, our worship is directed first
toward teaching discipleship and what discipleship means.
In other words, we learn the steps to take up our cross and
follow him. Summer is also the growing season as it
should be in our lives, even though in our area we are
parched and dry. Just as Jesus teaches the crowds through
parables to enhance understanding, we as a congregation
want to approach our worship in innovative ways to excite,
understand, and grow. “Lethargic” is not a descriptive
word for this family of believers.
We are already reading parts of the scriptures during
services to direct our focus. A long, long lesson may be
shortened, but only to enhance understanding for the day’s

B

Norma Kesling

Swaziland Mission Update

commodity not necessarily available within individual
family units. Families eat at satellite stations where they
receive one meal of rice and beans each day.
Please keep
these college
students in your
prayers as they
follow our
Lord’s calling
asking for
insight and
strength to help
our brethren
across the world.

ecause of the wonderfully loving support and
encouragement of this congregation both through
prayers and financial support, we thought a quick
update might be appreciated. Our granddaughter Raegan
Heitzenrater’s team is now in Swaziland working with
children and trying to learn the language. They say the
most difficult challenge of all this is learning all the little
ones’ names.
Life is at the other end of the spectrum from their
usual. The young women were given their own house
which is basically four walls and a roof. The first activity
was to clean out all the spiders. When asked if any were
poisonous, the answer was “no one asked.” There are no
mirrors and the closest store is three miles away. All the
young women missionaries are content that, though it is
warm, it is winter. The snakes are happily hibernating but
the mouse population is burgeoning because of no hungry
snakes.
They’ll keep the mice. Internet,
while
available, is extremely limited
to almost
nonexistent. Another
challenge
to these gals is learning to
jog in long skirts, the acceptable mode of dress.
The missionary work is basically with the children who
are so beautiful, eager, and full of love. The missionaries
participate in day care for the youngest and after school
activities for school age youngsters. School is a three-mile
walk each way. The girls jog in the morning with the little
ones on their way to school. Food is a very precious
July/August 2017

Norma and Charlie Kesling
Share Your Bread Sunday
Jesus fed 5,000 people with five
loaves of bread and two fish. On
August 13, let’s see how many
loaves of bread we can share with
each other. So… please bring your
favorite loaf of homemade bread
(white, wheat, banana, cranberry, zucchini, etc.) to share
between the services. Slice your baked item and place on
a plate. Most importantly, bring multiple copies of your
recipe to share with others.
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

I’m sure that all of you who have
children, grandchildren or friend’s
children, who attended Holy Spirit’s
Vacation Bible School June 19-23,
heard how awesome it was! Our VBS
theme this year was one created and
planned by our awesome VBS
Director, Cyndy Ryan.
The children traveled through a
“time machine” (designed by the
talented team of Dwight and Judi
Hempel) back to Bible times to learn
the stories of Noah’s Ark, The Fiery
Furnace, The Good Samaritan, Jesus
anointed by sinful woman and Love
is… from 1 Corinthians 13:13. Then
in Present Day times they traveled on
“Holy Spirit Airlines” to the
countries of Turkey, Iraq, Israel and
Greece to learn about the present day
countries where these Bible stories
occurred.
Each day was a different country
with a snack of the food eaten in that
present day country. I wish I could
have gone to VBS instead of my job
that week! I’m sure I would have
learned a lot! I did have fun helping
with the decorations though!
Lots of people
to thank for
helping with VBS
– especially
Cyndy Ryan for
her creativity and leadership and
always remaining calm no matter
what, serving as VBS Director.
Thanks to Judi Hempel for her many
hours of service, dedication and
creativity, for leading the storytelling
rotation for VBS week as well as
serving as Cyndy’s right hand person.
Thanks to Rebekah Signoretti
(crafts leader), Karen Harris (games
leader), Tim Beasley (music leader),
Ruth Ann Isaacs and Mary West
(snacks), Jen Anderson (present day
country leader), Small Group leaders:
Ann Taylor, Patti Cassidy, Zach
Nance, Mary Kay Lein, Dalena
Hogan, Brett McMahan; registration
July/August 2017

and attendance, Janet Hayden, and
the youth leaders.
Thanks to all those who helped
decorate on June 17 including Amy
and Caroline Trunoske, Jen, Joshua
and Jeremiah Anderson, Zach and
Thaddeus Nance, Eric, Laurelei,
Chloe, Kjetil and Lincoln Ryan,
Rebekah Signoretti. Thanks to
anyone who helped in any way whom
I may have left out!
We all thank Pr. Tom for his
support of VBS and his
encouragement to leave our
decorations up until after worship
services were over on the Sunday
following VBS so the congregation
could get a glimpse of how much fun
was had! Hope you were able to
attend the VBS closing program on
Friday, June 23 to hear the children
sing new and amazing songs, and see
how much fun they had learning about
God during the week.
The last day of Sunday School for
the 2016-2017 year was May 28,
2017. Congratulations to Zania
Smith and Zakia Clark for earning
Excellent Attendance Awards for the
entire Sunday School year. Both of
these young ladies missed only one
Sunday of Sunday School, attending
32/33 Sundays and received a
certificate and Target gift card. Way
to go girls!
Please mark your
calendars for Rally
Sunday, when Sunday
School will resume and
we begin our 20172018 Sunday School
year. That date
IS…..AUGUST 20,
2017!! This is a little earlier than
usual due to the fact that Clark County
School District is beginning classes on
August 14 which is also earlier than in
previous years. In an effort to closely
match with the school calendar, we
will also start earlier.
There will be special activities
planned to celebrate Rally Sunday on
August 20 and we look forward to
seeing all of you again. Please invite
your friends to come to Sunday
School with you this year!
We will have a Sunday School
Teacher/Children’s Ministry team
meeting on Sunday July 30, 2017 at
10

11:30am following the late worship
service. All Sunday School teachers
please try to attend as we will plan for
Rally Sunday and the upcoming
Sunday School year. All of you who
are interested in helping out with
Children’s Ministry in any way, or
who may have ideas and/or
suggestions for Children’s Ministry
are invited to attend this meeting as
well. You may also contact me with
your ideas/suggestions at any time.
Enjoy the rest of your summer,
hopefully with some
time to rest and
relax somewhere
cooler than Las
Vegas!

Gwen Jolls

jolls.gwen@yah
oo.com
702-645-0686

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School students who had
Perfect Attendance for the month of
May 2017:
Preschool

Parker Rinta
Lincoln Ryan

KG/1st/2nd Grade

Ikaika Alcantara
Kjetil Ryan
Zania Smith
3rd/4th/5th Grade

Leilani Hanisch
Gaverial McGregor Rinta
Laurelei Ryan
Ms. Judi will
have no stories
the months of
July and
August. Have
a fun and safe
summer. Stay
cool!
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Youth & Family Ministry

A

nother school year has come to an end. It is with
excitement and sadness that I write of our four, amazing
youth who graduated in June. Jasmine LeFevre, Matthew
McMahan, Zachary Bell-Nance and Jayde Sanderock. I
have been the youth leader for most of their High School
years. I am so sad to see them moving on. But I am super
excited to see where life will take them! They have big
dreams and will be able to achieve anything they set their
minds to! They are certainly going places!!

I thank all our congregation and youth for helping us to attend
this event. With the hard work of our
youth and the incredible generosity of
our congregation we have made this
trip possible.
I hope all of my youth have an
amazing, albeit short, summer!! I look
forward to the new school year and
welcoming our new 6th grade youth.

I am also in the midst of preparing for our big trip to attend the
Western States Youth Gathering at the end of June at Cal
Lutheran University with five of our awesome youth! I cannot
wait to tell you all about it in the fall!!

Until next time…..
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
We played games - did you
know Pin the Tail on the
Donkey originated in Turkey?
Made crafts, sang songs and
explored new foods from the
Middle East. We had a
closing program on Friday
evening and shared a couple
of songs on Sunday June 25
at the first service.

Vacation Bible
School was a
blast this year!
We created our
own theme and
curriculum. Our
theme for the
whole week was
the golden rule,
Matthew 7:12. We traveled back in time for
Bible stories of Noah, Fiery Furnace, The

I hope you saw all of the
creative decorations, a
big, big shout out to
Gwen Jolls and Judi
Hempel and their
creativity and hard
work. Thank you to all
our volunteers, before
during and even after
VBS. The kids had a
blast and I know the
adults and youth helpers
had fun too.

Good Samaritan, The Sinful Woman
Washing Jesus’ Feet, and Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians explaining the
definition of LOVE.
We had an awesome time machine
built to take us back to the Bible times
to study these stories. Kids also went
to present day Turkey, Iraq, Israel, and
Greece to make the connection
between where the Bible events took
place and where on today’s maps they
could be found. Whew, lucky for us
the jet lag wasn’t too much!

July/August 2017

Cyndy Ryan
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“May we think
of freedom not
as the right to
do as we
please but as the opportunity to
do what is right.”
—Peter Marshall

ello friends! Wow! It’s hot!
Make sure you stay out of the
direct sunlight and drink plenty of
water. I had to hide in the drink cooler at
the church picnic to stay cool. Keep your
pets inside – it’s too hot for them outside,
and make sure you take them for a walk
before the sun heats up the sidewalk or
the pads on their feet will burn!
In April, Will and Janice Demaree
had a very special event in their family.
Daughter, Lindsay, became Lindsay
Gannett. The wedding events took place
at the Four Seasons. Will and Janice
had a room on the 39th floor with a view
toward the north strip and the airport.
With a floor to ceiling window, it was
beautiful.
They hung out with family members
who had come for the wedding: Janice’s
brother and cousins, Will’s brothers,
sister, and nephew and their families.
Will and Janice also had opportunities to
reconnect with some of Mark’s family,
and to meet others.
There was a rehearsal Friday
evening, followed by a rehearsal dinner
in a suite on the 38th floor. Lots of
mingling over drinks and fish tacos.

Mark’s niece was thrilled to be flower
girl. When Mark and Lindsay
exchanged vows, Lindsay said she
would cheer for Cleveland teams. Mark
is from Cleveland, and is an avid fan of
all Cleveland teams, but Will’s family is
from Cincinnati, and they are big fans of
the Reds and the Bengals. Fortunately,
they all love Mark and this “defection”
was overlooked!
After a cocktail hour on the patio,
they went to the Acacia Ballroom for
dinner and dancing. The food was
terrific, and the donut bar (mini-donuts
made on the spot) was a hit. It seems
that an appearance by Batman is
becoming tradition at weddings of
Lindsay’s close college friends. So with
help from friends, Lindsay’s dogs (Tex
and Moxie) made an appearance in
costume as Batman and Robin (below).

Krista and Alondra headed to their
respective bases on Tuesday. On Friday,
June 2, 2017 our Marine informed us she
had been promoted to Lance Corporal!
Hoo! Rah!
On Sunday morning, they enjoyed a
breakfast buffet at the Border Grill at
Mandalay Bay before some of the guests
headed home. In the evening, Will’s
family, Mark, Lindsay, and Mark’s
mom, and stepdad gathered at the
Demaree house for conversation and
final farewells.

Will, Janice, Mark Lindsay, Will III & wife, Jen

The weather cooperated for the
evening wedding ceremony on Saturday,
April 29, at the Fountain Terrace.
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Pendleton. Judy’s
son Patrick and his finance came down
from Utah for the weekend as well.
Saturday the Marines and friends
and family spent the day at Nelson’s
Landing. They had a great time enjoying
BBQ with family and friends on Sunday
afternoon. Monday they went to the
Veteran’s Cemetery in Boulder City to
visit the grave of Judy’s dad.

Krista Broude, our resident Marine,
was home for three days over Memorial
weekend. Most of you saw her in church
with Judy Carey and Dave Johnson that
Sunday with another Marine from Camp
12

On June 8, 2017, Jayna graduated
Kindergarten from Garehime Elementary
School. She has been accepted into the
Magnet school program and will be
attending 1st grade at Sheila Tarr
Academy for International Studies. The
family is more than proud of Jayna and
all her hard work.
Thaddeus Nance has had an
eventful year. Last fall he started 6th
grade in the Leadership Magnet Program
at R.O. Gibson Middle School.
“That’s the Spirit”

He joined
the
Beginning
Orchestra
and began to
play the
violin.
Adjusting
from a
single
classroom to
hourly
changes was
something
that required
him to develop new organizational
skills. The amount of homework was
also a challenge.
Thaddeus learned and grew
throughout the year, showing
improvement in both academics and
music. He also continued to be active
in Boy Scouts, earning several merit
badges and the rank of Tenderfoot.
At the end of the year 6th Grade
Awards
Assembly,
Thaddeus
received
Department
Awards in
Science, Special
Education for
Academic
Growth, and
Leadership. He
concluded the
school year by
receiving a fourth award from the G.
Alex Foundation for Academic
Excellence.

Sunday school’s origins
Sunday school began in England
as early as 1751. Better known is
Robert Raikes’ work in Gloucester
30 years later. Concerned about
poor children who worked in
factories six days a week and often
turned to crime, he offered classes
on the only day kids were free.
Soon various organizations offered a
loose network of such Sunday
schools, which taught basic reading
and writing, using the Bible as a
text.
Ten years later, Samuel Slater
started the first U.S. Sunday school
in his Rhode Island textile mills. By
July/August 2017

Thanks to Jen Anderson who
shared this “fashion” photo from our
church picnic. All four wearing
different Holy Spirit T-shirts!

Wow! Thaddeus has enough medals
he can decorate his own Christmas
tree this year! Bob, JoAnn and Zach
are very proud of all that Thaddeus
has accomplished this year!
Received this news a little late, so
didn’t get in chronological order, but
wanted to announce that the Bonner
family celebrated Bobby’s 60th
birthday April 8. Bobby’s sister
Trish and husband Jim came from
Philadelphia for the celebration. They
had dinner at the American Italian
Club, saw the Beatles band - limo –
the works! So much fun!

Ruth Ann Isaacs, Jeremiah Anderson,
Laurelei Ryan, Joshua Anderson

Whew! Lots of sharing this
month! Isn’t that great? Happy 4th of
July and have a
wonderful
summer, dear
readers. Enjoy a
month off with no
newsletter
deadline.

Jerri, Joseph, Bobby (birthday boy), Jim

the mid-1800s, Sunday school
attendance was an almost-universal
childhood experience. As society
became more secular and public
education was mandated by the
1870s, Sunday schools focused on
spiritual practices: prayers, hymns,
catechism knowledge and Scripture
memorization.
Well into the 20th century,
Sunday school served as the
church’s main outreach tool. Many
adults fondly remember their
teachers and lessons, and Sunday
school continues to play a
significant part in faith development.
13
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Interim Thoughts
that hands the food to the needy. It was a hot Las Vegas
morning but the caring cadre came through.
We also learned that we will be receiving a new projector and
screen which should make worship even better for our
services. Danny Wang has a friend in the tech field that
offered the gift to us. We are so appreciative. By the way
Danny and Serena had their daughter Scarlett baptized
recently at church.

More is planned in July and August
Pastor Tom Anderson

Join us for two special Hymn Fest additions to our services on
the weekends of July 1/2 and August 5/6. The services will
begin with singing about six or so special hymns or songs of
faith with a few surprises. We will have an ice cream social
between the services both in July and August. Later in
August, our older kids will be presenting a special musical as
part of worship. We will promote it later next month.

Holy Spirit Continues Ministry through Summer
The month of June was alive with the Holy Spirit at HSLC.
We celebrated our high school grads. You kindly gave me a
reception on my 50th ordination anniversary. The cake had a
picture of my face on it! Never thought I’d see the day.
Thank you so much. We also installed our Call Committee
and they have met with Bishop Steve Talmage. The Bishop
thoroughly schooled them on all the important tasks ahead.
From time to time a member of the team will report on any
special activities.

Learning is also part of summer time life at HSLC. We had a
lively Vacation Bible School in mid-June perfectly timed
when it was 117 degrees outside!!! Cyndy Ryan and Judi
Hempel were amazing coordinators of the VBS and had
trained a great group of folks from church to help. It was
impressive, indeed.

Bishop Talmage also preached on June 24/25. He has meant
a lot to me and to many in our congregation. He is truly a
shepherd and has a wonderful spiritual soul. We will miss
him when he completes his duties at the end of July. The Call
process will continue under the leadership of Dr. Lowell
Almen who is the new Interim Bishop of the Grand Canyon
Synod. He begins his work officially on August 1, but already
is helping the transition process.

On July 9 between services Devra Betts will be leading a
study of the Apostles’ Creed. This is part of our FaithWalk
program aimed at everyone in our church family. She will
lead the study for four weeks. Meanwhile in August, I will be
teaching on the Sacraments. On three Sundays in August 13, 20, 27 - I will lead us in exploring the meaning of Baptism
and Holy Communion (our two sacraments) in depth and
meaning. I hope this gives you a flavor of what is going on.

We also handed out an enormous amount of food with our
program partner Lutheran Social Services of Nevada. We do
thank Jill Chenicek who helps to organize the volunteer group

See you in the cool church!!!

Pastor Tom

No caption needed!

LaShone Manning, cake baker
extraordinaire,
Diane & Pr. Tom Anderson

Grads Jasmine LeFevre, Zach Nance,
Matthew McMahan, Amyyah Bell,
with Amy Trunoske, Youth Leader, Pr. Tom
July/August 2017
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Fellowship

Holy Heatwave! I just got home
from the
congregational
picnic, and it was
‘warm’ there!
However, there were
49 brave people who came, shared
food, fellowship, and fun. Once again
this year, Sharon Manning and
Karen Dunn outdid themselves with
preparing 200 pieces of chicken. At
last count,
there were
only 13
pieces (all
drumsticks)
remaining.
Thank you to all who brought
delicious dishes to share with
everyone.
I’m not sure if it was Ann Taylor
or someone related to her who brought
two big bags of balloons – yes, filled
with water! The kids, both big and
small, enjoyed getting soaked to the
skin. I’d say that a fun time was had
by all.
I want to thank LaShone
Manning for her expertise in cake and
cupcake baking and decorating.

The beautiful cake honoring Pastor
Tom for 50 years as an Ordained
Pastor was unbelievable. I’d never
seen a cake with someone’s picture
actually on the cake! (See page 13.)
What a talent!
That wasn’t all she did, however.
She brought whipped cream frosted
cupcakes to honor this year’s Holy
Spirit graduates. They were
delicious! BUT … Father’s Day was
the next Sunday, so once again
LaShone made and beautifully
decorated more cupcakes to honor the
Holy Spirit Dads. I don’t think
there’s anything coming up in the near
future, but if cakes or cupcakes are
needed, LaShone’s phone will be
ringing! Thanks,
LaShone!
The Annual
Steak Cook-out will
be on September 17
at 4pm. Once again
this will be at the
home of Dick and
Betty Kovach. There will be more
information about this event, but you
might want to mark your calendar now
so that you don’t forget! Oh,
remember, this is an adults-only
event.

Compelled to share
In 2 Kings 7, a great siege is lifted
when God causes the Arameans,
Israel’s enemies, to flee. Initially,
some lepers at the city gate keep the
victory quiet, hiding the spoils of war.
Then they
realize, “What
we’re doing is
not right. This
is a day of
good news and we are
keeping it to ourselves” (verse 9,
NIV).
How often we keep the good
news of God’s grace and salvation to
ourselves! Yet it’s intended for
everyone, and there’s plenty to go
around. In fact, it never ends. Who in
your life needs to hear that news
today?
July/August 2017

Stop, look and listen
Literature, painting, music — the
most basic lesson that all art teaches
us is to stop, look and listen to life on
this planet, including our own lives, as
a vastly richer, deeper, more
mysterious business than most of the
15

Guten Tag!
Huh? What’s
that? Some of you
know that it’s “Hello”
or “Good day” in the
German language. So,
why am I greeting you
in German? Well, you know that
2017 is the 500th Year of the Lutheran
Reformation. Because of Martin
Luther and the writing of the 95
Theses, we are Lutherans! So, in
honor of this, we are going to have a
German celebration. The date is
October 22. There will be German
food, music, and fun. We may even
have a visit from Martin and his wife,
Katie. Tickets will be sold at a
minimal cost, and
only 100 tickets
will be available.
Mark this date on
your calendar.
More information
will be available
as the plans are
finalized. That’s
all for now!
Auf Wiedersehen!

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net
time it ever occurs to us to suspect as
we bumble along from day to day on
automatic pilot. ...
When Jesus [says] that the
greatest command of all is to love God
and to love our neighbor, he too is
asking us to pay attention. If we are to
love God, we must first stop, look and
listen for him in what is happening
around us and inside us. If we are to
love our neighbors, before doing
anything else we must see our
neighbors. With our imagination as
well as our eyes, that is to say like
artists, we must see not just their faces
but the life behind and within their
faces. Here it is love that is the frame
we see them in.
—Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the Dark
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

The Helping Hands Ministry here
at Holy Spirit is in need of a leader
and volunteers. For those not familiar
with this ministry, it serves to provide
assistance to those in our church who
need a helping hand with specific
needs. Some examples would be:


drive them to a doctor's
appointment
 pick them up and bring them to
church
 make phone calls or visit shutins or anyone who needs
someone to talk to once in
awhile
 provide a meal to a shut-in or
someone convalescing from an
illness
There are a number of people in our
congregation who are currently
providing these types of services for
some of our church attendees. We are
very appreciative of your kindness and
generosity. But there are also some
who need help and don’t know who to
ask. We need a leader for this
ministry as a contact who can field
calls requesting assistance. In
addition, a group of volunteers is
needed who on a rotational basis are
willing to help out. Normally there is
not a high demand for these services,
but when there is a need it is very
helpful to have a number of volunteers
to call on to find the right fit.
If you are interested in leading this
ministry or would like to volunteer
your services please contact Cindy
White at clwhite2853@aol.com or
702-243-5647 (land line). Volunteers
should let her know what areas you
are able to assist with and any other
pertinent information as to your
availability to help. Thank you for
considering the gift of your time and
provisions to help.

Cindy White
July/August 2017

The Adult Discipleship
Team would like to
encourage new
small groups
and Bible
studies to form for the fall
season. We have many resources
available and would provide
additional resources upon request. We
need people to facilitate and to form
the groups. This is a great opportunity
to share our faith with each other and
to experience community while
achieving spiritual growth.
In September, Linda Middleton
will facilitate a women’s study on the
second Monday of each month that
will focus on Luther’s Small
Catechism.
We are in the process of
reorganizing the Library and removing
older books to make room for newer
titles and printings. Please check the
free book table to find good reading
for yourselves or to share with friends.
Penny Hauser has volunteered to
manage the Library. We have added
resources to assist in preparing for
Bible Studies, Sunday School classes
and FaithWalk. We now have a copy
of the Augsburg Confessions, The
Book of Concord, Walther’s Law and
Gospel and a Lutheran Study Bible.
We will also host the Family
Promise group for one more week this
summer. The next families will be
joining us August 20, 2017 and stay
through Sunday August 27, 2017.
Please watch for the signup sheet in
the Narthex.

Sharon Barnard
Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
We pray everyone is
having a great summer.
We have been blessed
with the love of GOD, our
families and our church
family. You never realize
how blessed you are until
you meet the young
people at NPHY and hear
some of their stories and
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see others who are lost, sad and don’t
trust anyone at this point. These are
great reasons to be a supporter of NPHY
and that is what W.I.T.S. and our Holy
Spirit Church family does.
In June we collected gift cards, lots
of food, hygiene items, socks, etc. We
also put together 130 hygiene packets
and 151 brown lunch bags filled with a
drink, bar, cookie, pretzels and fruit
snacks. The lunch bags are handed out
to young people homeless on the streets.
NPHY looks for these young people to
bring them to safety and help them find
a future. Summer is a difficult time for
the homeless youth with no school and
therefore no place to go during the day
and no school meals.

During the summer we visit
NPHY once a month and provide
them a meal which is either a taco bar
or a pasta bar. They love it when we
turn the library into lots of homemade
desserts. We share meals with them
just like Jesus did. Some of the young
people visit and laugh with us but
there are others who are silent and just
watch. The most important thing is
they know there are people who care
and are there for them.
In June we took a taco bar to the
Drop-in-Center. We also took the
Gideon’s small New Testament with
an inscription inside that says “People
of Holy Spirit Lutheran Church are
praying for you to have success, peace
and love. GOD loves you and HE is
with you always.” We have received
interesting comments from the young
people like, “Thank you so much, now
I don’t have to carry my big Bible to
read during my break at work.”
Thank you to all who pray and
donate your time and material goods for
these youth. You do make a difference.
If you would like to know about the
needs of NPHY please contact Marcia
Chapman, 702-645-7236.
God bless you all,

Marcia Chapman,
for W.I.T.S.

“That’s the Spirit”

Prayers of the Church
God of grace, we give you thanks for
renewing the church in every age.
Bless missionaries who boldly
proclaim your mercy throughout the
world.
Generous God, you love the sparrows
and shower your whole creation with
abundance. Guide our stewardship by
your wisdom so that all life flourishes
as you intend.
God of peace, change the hearts of leaders who go to war.
Enlighten their minds with your holy imagination, opening
new paths to peace and renewed life.
Compassionate God, you tell us not to fear, but we do. Give
courage to everyone who faces oppression and bigotry,
hunger, and homelessness. Bring healing and hope to all
your people, especially; Cathy Adams, Virginia
Bartholomew, Roy Cameron, Patti Cassidy, Alora
Cavalieri, Jill Chenicek, Betty Davis, Lillian Dilworth,
Helen Geraci, Bruce Hammerstone, Joe Hauser, Roger
Hayden, Susan Hicks, Sandy Hughes, Jo Jirousek, Dave
Johnson, Mike Jolls, Jimmy McDonald, Lori McKean,
Lisa Mueller, Bob Nance, Jean Pritchett, Keith Quirk,
Ray & Corey Schaefges, Rebekah Signoretti, Earl &
June Wall, Nancy Wier, and Jennie Zweifel.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’ granddaughter,
Holly, her great-granddaughter, Zoey, and her friend,
Angie; Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Linda Middleton’s
uncle, and her friend, Ilan; Mark Middleton’s cousins
Joyce Rose and Kim Lewis, and his grandmother,
Gertrude; Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her friend,
Nancy; JoAnn Nance’s father, Frank; Howard Olson’s
friend, Nannette; Amy Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert; and
Don Wittes granddaughter.
We pray for Charlie Kesling and all those who mourn
the loss of Charlie’s sister, Mary. We also pray for Mark
Middleton and all those who mourn the loss of Mark’s
great aunt, Dorothy; also Amy Pearce and all mourning
the loss of her mother, Donna Gerek. Help us to trust your
promise of resurrection life.
God of community, thank you for the gift of this
congregation. Unite us as we proclaim your love. Shine
through our common life. We pray for our call committee:
Jen, Dean, Gwen, Charlie, Mark, Mirium and Matthew;
and for those pastors considering the call to Holy Spirit.
Guide them and grant them wisdom, compassion and unity
of spirit.
All these things, and whatever else you see that we
need, we entrust to your care through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Transition
Team
Report

L to R: Amy Trunoske, Cyndy Ryan, Terry West, Jimmy McDonald,
Janet Saterlie, Fred Schrumm, Ruth Ann Isaacs

The Transition Team Passes the ‘Staff’:
The Transition Team finished their work and turned the
“shepherd’s staff” over to the Call Committee. Jimmy
McDonald wrote prayers as their phase ended on Pentecost
Sunday. They are shared here.
Opening prayer - “Thank you Lord for bringing this
gathering together on this beautiful day you have created
for us. We want to give thanks for the support the whole
congregation has afforded the Transition Team in our
efforts to complete the Ministry Site evaluation. Using
some of the words of Pastor Tom’s Pentecost sermon, it is
a time when the Holy Spirit is reignited for the church. We
could not have chosen a better date to take the next step to
reigniting Holy Spirit Lutheran Church in our search for
a new Shepherd. We thank you Lord for all your blessings.
Amen”
Closing prayer – “Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for
these moments allowing the Transition Team to present the
Ministry Site Profile to the congregation. It has been said
that a picture can say a thousand words; it is our hope and
dreams that the thousands of words we have put to pen,
knowing every single word in every sentence matters, has
painted wonderful pictures of who Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church is and where we want to go. We want a Shepherd
who wants to lead, teach, laugh and love us through these
turbulent times. We hope that you will provide continued
support for our call team.
We thank you for the service of PastorTom and for
your many blessings.
Amen”.

17

“That’s the Spirit”

Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——

Krista Broude
Walker Harris
Betty Kovach
Devra Betts
Karen Harris
Susanne Klimek
Ramon Miranda
Daniel Powell
Janet Hayden
Kelsey Rastello
Nyshiq Latham
Jayde Sanderock
Gary Torstenson
Mary West
Patti Moyer
John Davis
Amy Trunoske
Christian Powell
Jeri Lynn Bonner
Roy Cameron
Bev Quirk
Leah Tsui
Daniel Vaughn
K’lyra Bell
Judy Swanson
Alison Rodriguez
Ursula Hooks
Sara Miranda
Hayden Stephenson
Loretta Block

7/02
7/02
7/02
7/05
7/05
7/06
7/06
7/06
7/07
7/07
7/08
7/09
7/12
7/12
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/19
7/20
7/23
7/25
7/27
7/28

Happy Golden Anniversary to

Dean/Marcia Chapman

7/1/67
7/17/99
Dale & Susanne Klimek 7/21/73
Bob & JoAnn Nance
7/22/00
Dan & Sue Mayer
7/26/80
Ken & Jen Anderson

Nicole Powell
Ann Bell
Keith Hopkey
Parker Rinta
Ann Taylor
Mark Middleton
Ray Betts
Karen Dunn
Sharon Manning
Amy Pearce
JoAnn Nance
Judy Caison
Kevin Deleeuw
Lou Ann Lund
Dean Chapman
Kathy Moses
Sharon Wilderman
Jeremiah Anderson
LaShone Manning
Jennie Zweifel
Janet Saterlie

8/01
8/05
8/05
8/07
8/07
8/08
8/10
8/10
8/10
8/12
8/13
8/14
8/14
8/19
8/20
8/22
8/23
8/25
8/25
8/27
8/31

Larry & Gina Eilers
Gregg & Carol Townsend
Andreas & Jill Franczak
Don & Leslie Cleveland
Peter & Janie Lai
Ben/Rebekah Signoretti
David & Lori Bruley
Ramon & Sara Miranda
Steve & Janet Saterlie
Gary/Mary Torstenson
Stuart & Michele Beck
Stan & Mary Wonola
Ballen & Paula Perez
Keith & Bev Quirk

8/1/81
8/3/74
8/6/05
8/7/82
8/10/71
8/10/12
8/11/99
8/13/05
8/14/71
8/14/76
8/15/98
8/15/58
8/17/96
8/23/58

From: Jo Jirousek
Dear Friends,
Thank you for your love and prayers. I
do thank our Lord for them. I’m having
a difficult time, as you know, but that is
what gives me the will power to keep
going each day. Just making a few
medical appointments takes so much
time - calling, and paperwork. But, “quit
complaining, Jo”, I am happy and
blessed in the Lord.

Independence Day lessons
for church life
• Return to the basics — On July 4 we
commemorate the origins of our
country. In terms of faith, we also
periodically need to hear again the
foundational stories of Creation, the
Israelites and, of course, Jesus.
• Honor the gift of freedom — “For
freedom Christ has set us free ... do
not submit again to a yoke of slavery”
(Galatians 5:1, ESV). We strive as
citizens to preserve and live out our
national freedom. Likewise, as
citizens of God’s kingdom we live
gladly in the freedom of salvation and
share that gift with others.
• Enjoy community — July 4 is
known for picnics, parades and other
community gatherings. Similarly, the
church is nourished by coming
together for worship, meals and other
special events.
• Be light in the darkness — As
fireworks brighten the sky with light
and color, the church is called to
display the Gospel’s unique light in a
dark world. Our word dynamite and
the Greek word for power — as in,
“You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1:8)
— share a root. Through God’s power
in us, we share Jesus — dynamically!
— with others.
—Heidi Mann

July/August 2017
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Holy Spirit Life in Random Pictures

July/August
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