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Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…

… to Michele Anderson and all those
who helped with the planning of the
Harvest Festival …

… to Devra Betts for accepting the
team leader position for the Adult
Discipleship Ministry…

… to Keith Hopkey for coordinating
the office door and alarm system
updates…

… to our Call Committee for their
excellent work, researching,
interviewing and recommending a
new pastor for Holy Spirit…

… to the helping hands who
volunteer their assistance when the
need is there...

… to the Church Council for their
support and leadership throughout the
transition and call process…

… to Dick & Betty Kovach for
sharing their back yard for our annual
Steak Cookout ...

… to our Altar Guild for preparing
the sanctuary for worship each
week…

… to Dick Moyer for hanging the
Open Air Market banner ...

… to Jackie Hopkey for her talent
and creativity in preparing our
newsletter each month…

… to the Holy Spirit congregation
for their patience, prayers, support and
subsequent approval of the Call
Committee and Church Council’s
recommendation of Pastor Jeremy.

… to Barbara Butler for accepting
the Community Outreach Ministry
team leader position…

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

… to Jill Chenicek for coordinating
the Open Air Market and all the
volunteers who helped distribute the
food...

… to Dean Chapman for accepting
the Treasurer position…

… to Amy Trunoske and Eric Ryan
for attending the Family Promise
Cardboard City fundraiser with the
Youth Group…

Exercising our gratitude muscles
Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it also appears to be good for us! Indiana University
researchers found that participants who performed gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, and were
more likely to express gratefulness through generosity, even weeks later. Furthermore, brain scans revealed
increased gratitude-related activity even months down the road (New York Magazine).
Though the study was small, we seem to have a “gratitude muscle” that can be strengthened through
exercise. If so, there may be more than we thought to the popularity of gratitude journals and Mom’s insistence
that we write thank-you notes. Not to mention the biblical call to “give thanks to the LORD, for he is good” - 1
Chronicles 16:34, for example.
Might God have hardwired us for gratitude — not only at Thanksgiving but year round — because it’s
good for us as well as for those we thank? To that, we respond, “Thanks be to God!”
FINANCIAL STANDINGS

September 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 24,114.32

$248,699.64

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 19,536.25

$209,338.16

$

4,578.07
2,795.322,029.
$ 3,865.00

$ 39,361.48

$

6,573.00

$ 59,157.00

Difference

$ - 2,708.00

$ -17,223.58

NET INCOME

$ 1,870.07

$ 22,137.90

Difference
Debt/Building Income
Debt/Building Expenses

$ 41,933.42

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $953 through September for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.
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Council President – Keith Hopkey
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future
with hope” Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV).
“Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God” Philippians 4:6 (NRSV).
These two Bible verses do a great job in summing up our feelings and beliefs since we
began our Transition Process 11 months ago. To be sure, we may have emotionally
strayed a little bit when we weren’t sure of answers to questions or even what some of
the questions should have been. Throughout though, it has been evident we as a
Congregation, Council, Transition Team and Call Committee have held on to the
sincere belief and conviction that “God was in charge of our process”! We offered our
prayers to Him, asking for guidance, patience and discernment! He knew who and
what we needed to guide us through the various processes and He knew which Pastor
to ultimately present before us. God did his part! We the members of Holy Spirit did
our part coming together as a congregation, Sunday October 15, 2017, approving
issuing a Letter of Call to Pastor Jeremy Nausin!
We welcome Pr. Jeremy, his wife Erin and daughters Naomi and Natalie into the
Holy Spirit Lutheran family! At the time of this writing, we don’t have their exact
arrival date, however we are currently working with a December 1, 2017 date. More to
come on this as things develop further!
A huge Thank You is extended to our Transition Team, Ruth Ann Isaacs, Team
Chairperson, Amy Trunoske, Cyndy Ryan, Janet Saterlie, Fred Schrumm, Jimmy
McDonald, Terry West and Pr. Tom for laying the foundation with the detailed
Ministry Site Profile! Well done!
Then the huge Thank You continues to our Call Committee, Mark Myers,
Chairperson, Charlie Kesling, Dean Chapman, Gwen Jolls, Jen Anderson,
Matthew McMahan and Mirium Tsui for hours of preparation, interviewing and
coming up with the final candidate recommendation! Well done!
There truly are not enough words to express our Thank You to Pr. Tom and his wife
Diane, for leading us through the Transition Process! We were a church in
“mourning” after Pr. Paul’s departure and we needed to express our feelings! Pr.
Tom did such a wonderful job of opening up communications, being a super listener,
consoler, healer and counselor, yet at the same time setting the framework for Holy
Spirit to move ahead as a “house of God”! We have certainly accomplished that over
the past 11 months, plus we have had the added joy of welcoming former and new
members in to hear the “Gospel of Jesus”! Oh, did I mention he also changed a few
things in the process? Thank you Pr. Tom — our prayers are with you as you take
on your next assignment!
November 5, 2017 will be Pr. Tom’s last Sunday at Holy Spirit! We will have a
celebratory “goodbye” for Pr. Tom and Diane, in the Fellowship Hall, following the
Saturday night worship service, November 4, 2017! We will have guest pastors for the
three remaining Sundays, plus our Thanksgiving Eve service, eagerly awaiting Pr.
Jeremy’s arrival.
Members and friends of Holy Spirit Lutheran continue to remain faithful and diligent
in financially supporting our ministry programs! Our financial position remains
healthy! A reminder—we are coming into our 2018 budget preparation time, which
is “kicked off” in November with our Stewardship presentations and “Commitment
weekend” November 18-19! Thank you to Dwight, Ann, Bruce, Ruby and Pr. Tom
for reminding us to “give thanks to God for our gifts” and be sharing of what has been
given us!
God’s work. Our hands.

November 2017
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Worship & Music Ministry
Happy November from our team! Did you know that the
Altar Guild is part of this ministry too??
The month begins with the
celebration of All Saints Day. This day
commemorates people of God who have
died in faith. The paraments will be
white. White is the color of light,
gladness, purity, and joy in Christ. We
will celebrate our departed loved ones by
writing their names on paper doves, and
scrolling photos of them on the screen
during the services that weekend. The
names of those who went home to our Lord this year will be
read individually during the service.
Other parament changes:
November 11/12 weekend they will return to green.
Remember this represents growth in our Christian way of
life and thought.
November 25/26 weekend they will be white for Christ
the King. This is celebrated the last Sunday after
Pentecost and is named for the sovereignty of Christ.
Now for Thanksgiving: did you know that the word
eucharist comes from the Greek word for thanksgiving?
Therefore it is fitting that we celebrate Holy Communion on
Thanksgiving Eve.
As mentioned above, Altar Guild is a
vital part of this Worship and Music
ministry. I would like to give
thanks/kudos to the folks who have been
supporting us in special ways:
Faye Bastarache for changing our
banners in accordance with special
services, occasions, holidays.
Barbara Butler for keeping us
supplied with consumable items
used weekly in celebrating Holy

Communion and other items as needed.
Norma Kesling for gilding our altar with lovely flowers
and decorations as the season dictates.

Then there is the entire awesome team who works weekly,
year round to prepare our sanctuary for service, and are true
servants of the worship space!! God bless you all for your
service!
And finally, a warm, heartfelt thanks to Pastor Tom.
Words fail us at times like these when we are trying to express
gratitude. As we close one chapter and open another, our
thoughts and prayers are with you as you revisit a chapter in
your life’s journey. Thank you for coming out of retirement to
serve at HSLC. Thank you for seeing us through a difficult
time and into a time of hope and
regeneration. Thank you for being
our ‘Warrior of Change’ and opening
our eyes to new possibilities. We
thank you for your kindness,
patience, compassion,
understanding, and for just being
you. Your service has been
invaluable and you will be missed.
May God bless you and Diane.
Thanksgiving blessings to you and yours,

Clare Levin

Exciting News from the Call Committee!
the Church Council and they unanimously accepted our
recommendation. Thanks also to our spouses and/or parents
for supporting us during the process. PRAISE BE TO GOD.
Call Committee
Mark, Gwen, Jen, Matthew, Mirium, Charlie, Dean.

Yay! We have a new
pastor on the way. The
Call Committee extends
thanks to all the members
of the congregation who
came to the meeting
October 15. We saw how
you care about your
church. We as a
committee express our
heartfelt thanks to
everyone for the support
and prayers offered during
the call process.
Guided by the Holy Spirit, the team worked diligently to
insure we went through the process outlined by the Grand
Canyon Synod. We unanimously endorsed Pastor Jeremy to
October 2017
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Children’s Ministry

W

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

ow! November already!
Time sure seems to go faster
the older I get! I am writing
this on an exciting day for Holy
Spirit. At the special Congregational
Meeting (October 15), we voted to call
Pastor Jeremy Nausin as our new
Pastor! I am looking forward to this
exciting new chapter of Holy Spirit
with Pastor Jeremy as our Pastor.
With his young family, we will soon
have one of his two children in
Sunday School and hopefully more
young families will come through our
doors.

Although November is a month
with a special day set aside to be
thankful, I believe we at Holy Spirit
can truly be thankful every day for the
Holy Spirit leading Pastor Jeremy to
us. We are also so, so thankful for the
Holy Spirit leading Pastor Tom to us
as Interim Pastor as he has been a true
blessing in this time of transition for
our church. Blessings abound! Praise
God! I pray I will always take time to
express my gratitude for God’s many
blessings and not just on the one day
in November!
With the generous help of the
congregation, the Sunday School
children exceeded their goal of $500
to buy a cow to be given to a needy
family through the ELCA Good Gifts
– God’s Global Barnyard program.
Our final count for monies collected
was $655!! In addition to the cow, the
children voted to buy a sheep and
three chicks.
We talked about all of the things
these animals can provide for a family
and community. They will be a
blessing to the families who receive
them, providing them with food,
income and wool. A BIG thank you to
everyone in the congregation that
helped to make this Sunday School
November 2017

mission project a big success. You are
the best!

Remember to bring a nonperishable food item on November 5
for “Feed the Hungry
Sunday”.
Thanks as always
for your Sunday
School offerings to
sponsor Mahamadou
in Mali, Africa.
Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

Gwen Jolls

jolls.gwen@yahoo.com
702-645-0686
On October 8, Kjetil Ryan and
Riely Thilmany were presented
Bibles during the 8:30 worship
service. It has been a
tradition for many
years at Holy Spirit
to present Bibles to
our 3rd Grade Sunday
School students. Thank you to Fred
Schrumm, one of our 3rd-6th Grade
Sunday School class teachers, for
leading the two Bible Milestone
classes which were held on October 8
and October 15 during the education
hour.
The Harvest Festival on October
27 was a fun outreach event for our
community again this year.
Children’s ministry enjoyed
organizing the carnival style games for
the festival. Thank you so much to
everyone who helped run the games
and especially to our awesome
YOUTH for helping with the games!
Children’s Ministry will organize
crafts for all ages for the Advent
Breakfast on December 3. If you have
an idea for an
Advent/Christmas
craft and would like
to be in charge of a
table for this craft
during the Advent
Breakfast, please let me know (702645-0686 or email
jolls.gwen@yahoo.com). We can
always use people to help with the
crafts as well. We encourage this to
be a family event with parents and
children making crafts together.
Teenagers and adults are always
welcome to make crafts as well as
children!
5

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School children with Perfect
Attendance for August/September.

Preschool/KG
Zakia Clark
Lincoln Ryan
1st/2nd Grades
Isabella Quarnstrom
Zania Smith
3rd/4th/5th/6th Grades
Julius Quarnstrom
Kjetil Ryan
Laurelei Ryan
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Youth & Family Ministry

W

hat an amazing last month it has been, and it is not
over!! The Confirmation cleanup at Mt. Charleston
turned out great! We had Johnny Trunoske, Chloe
Schoenwald, Chloe Ryan and family, Brian Caison
and friend, Daniel Vaughn and Jeremiah Anderson. The
weather was
beautiful
(although a bit
chilly), the
company was
great, and the
food was
yummy (thank
you Greg
Trunoske for
the yummy
lunch and
Cyndy Ryan
for the delicious dessert)! The trail looked great when we
were through.

Simpson. Thank you to the
Council for contributing $10
toward each participant’s $35
overnight fee. Thank you to
all who donated, and congrats
to our biggest fundraiser
Jeremiah for raising $50!
We had such a great time and
the weather was beautiful, the
programming was excellent
and our cardboard houses
were perfect!

The Mt. Charleston Fire Department was also very gracious in
letting our crew invade their fire house. The kids had a great
time learning about the fire engine and the department even
had hats and stickers for our crew (who would have thought
that the kids would have loved that as much as they did)!
Thank you to Greg for the food and arranging the cleanup and
tour and to the Ryan family for helping transport kids up the
mountain and for adding some extra helpers to the cleanup
crew!

Thank you to Eric Ryan for
being the other overnight
chaperone! Thank you to
Kimberly Nickerson for covering Sunday School for Cyndy
and me (I needed that extra time to recover!). (More pictures
page 8)
Thank you to Loretta Block for selling raffle tickets for the
amazing quilt donated by the quilting team. So far, we have
raised $490 toward next year’s National Youth Gathering in
Houston. I will give an update next month on the final tally.
Speaking of the National Youth Gathering, commitment
letters will be going out soon. Our major fundraising needs to
start soon!! In order to fundraise accordingly, we need to
know how many participants to fundraise for.
The annual Holy Spirit Harvest Festival was October 27.
Always such a fun event! Once again, the youth group at
Holy Spirit helped run the games and assisted with setup and
cleanup. So, stay tuned for more details and pictures next
month!

Next, we participated in one of my favorite events, Cardboard
City! This year the Cardboard City planning team decided to
add a carnival before the overnight event to raise extra money.
What a great addition
to an already fun
event! Holy Spirit
had eight participants;
Chloe Ryan, Tyler
Schoenwald, Daniel
Vaughn, Daniel
Powell, Caroline and
Johnny Trunoske, Jeremiah Anderson, and Jeanette
November 2017

With so many changes happening in the
coming months at Holy Spirit I am still
planning our next few month’s activities.
Please stay tuned to the weekly bulletin
and especially the STORM Facebook page
for up to the minute details on upcoming
events.
Until next time….
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
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Fellowship

A

s of right now, we have not yet
celebrated the 500th Anniversary
of the Reformation. I am sure that the
event will be enjoyed by everyone,
and there will be more information
regarding it in next month’s
newsletter.
I have some good news as well as
some sad news. As you know by now,
we have called a new pastor, and
hopefully he will accept the call and
be arriving soon! That’s the good
news. The sad news is we must say
good bye to Pastor Tom. His last day
with us is November 5. So, on
Saturday evening, November 4,
following the 5:30 service, we will

have a farewell party for him. The
Fellowship Team will serve a variety
of finger foods, appetizers, snacks, etc.
Please make every effort to attend and
wish Godspeed to Pastor Tom and
Diane. Be sure to sign up on the
connection card.
Should the newly-called pastor,
Jeremy Nausin, accept the call to
Holy Spirit, the Fellowship Team will
be hosting a welcome meal of some
sort. More information on this will be
forthcoming. Watch and listen for
details.
The Pie Fest will be on
November 22
immediately
following the
Thanksgiving Eve
service. As in
previous years,
please drop off your
favorite pie in the
Fellowship Hall prior to the service.
After the service, return to the
Fellowship Hall to enjoy a few slices
of pie. It’s always interesting to see
the different flavors of pies, although
there is always an abundance of
pumpkin. Let’s see what YOU might
decide to bring and share with others.

The Advent Breakfast plans are in
the works, depending upon the arrival
of Pastor Jeremy.
We can always use more bottled
water. If you are shopping, why not
pick up a case or
two for the church?
The smaller (8 oz.)
bottles are
preferred, as there
isn’t as much water
waste, but the 12 or
16 oz. bottles are
always acceptable.
That’s all for now!

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net
“Time to Thank, Time to Share”
Thanksgiving is a time to share.
A roasted turkey stuffed with care,
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls
are passed around in festive bowls.
But first we thank our God above
and share with others his great love.
The dish served last is always best —
a slice of pie for every guest.
—MaryAnn Sundby

Community ~ Outreach
I

Thanksgiving Basket Donations

The time is here – time to add to
your shopping lists for food items to fill
our annual Thanksgiving Basket
donations. Following is a list of usual
food items needed for our baskets.
The number of families to receive
baskets is not known at this time, but
don’t let that keep you for stocking up
— we always have needy families who
would have no other Thanksgiving
dinner without your generous donations.
November 2017
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Turkeys
Stuffing Mix
Potatoes (10 lb bags)
Eggs
Gravy (Can or mix)
Canned Milk
Canned Yams
Marshmallows
Cranberry Sauce (jellied or berries)
Pie Shells
Pumpkin Pie Mix
(or Pumpkin Pies) Whipped Topping
Fresh Vegetables
Canned Vegetables
(Celery – Carrots – Onions)
Canned Fruit
Fresh Fruit
Dinner Rolls
Margarine
Foil Roasting Pans
Hot or Cold Cereal

“That’s the Spirit”

Maxwell’s Musings
“An optimist is a
person who
starts a new
diet on
Thanksgiving Day”
—Irv Kupcinet

G

reat news! We’re getting a new
pastor very soon! That’s so
exciting! Aren’t the cooler days a
nice relief? Sure makes for better
sleeping weather.
Brenda Brechler-Hudak says they
have added a new member to their
family. She’s a yellow Lab puppy and
her name is
Samantha. She
is five months
old and loves all
children and
playing ball.
She stayed with
Brenda’s
husband at their
cabin in
Mammoth Creek, Utah most of the
summer. She doesn’t do well with the
heat in Las Vegas. Samantha loves
Mammoth Creek and any water she can
find. Every morning she plays with a
neighbor’s Husky then gets a ride a
couple of times a day on a side-by-side
with another of the neighbors. When
Brenda visits on the weekend,
Samantha goes for rides on Brenda’s
ATV. What a life!

Gary, Kristen, Kyle and Micah
Brechler arrived for a visit to the cabin
in August. (You remember Pastor
Kristen, don’t you?) They drove ATVs,
hiked, had cookouts, ate pizza in
Panguitch, played with the puppy and
explored Mammoth Cave. On Saturday
August 19, Kristen prepared a Lutheran
November 2017

service for the Mammoth Creek
community and extended family,
followed by a potluck. Sounds like they
all had a wonderful summer!
The Judy Carey/Dave Johnson
family enjoyed spending Labor Day
weekend with their Marine, Krista, also
Alondra and Avi, a friend who tagged
along. It was really warm that weekend
and wouldn’t you know their airconditioning was out! Judy and Dave
really got to see just how strong those
Marines are! Even with no A/C, they did
a BBQ and a lot of swimming! Of
course Jayna was beside herself having
Krista home!

The
following
weekend they all
went to
Minnesota to
attend Judy’s
niece's wedding!
What a great
time - tons of
family they
hadn’t seen in
ages! Both
Judy’s boys, Tom and Patrick, flew in
as well. Jayna was absolutely beautiful
as the Flower Girl.
8

Two weeks later
Dave’s boys came in from New York
and Boston to spend some time with
Dad!

Last but not
least, their
Marine was out
in the field,
basically doing
maneuvers, such
as hostage
rescue, combat,
etc. She was gone for a whole week –
Judy said it seemed like forever, not
being able to text or talk with her.
Terry and Mary West were off –
again! - on another trip – this time they
travelled to Little Rock, Arkansas to visit
Mary’s brother, Fritz and nieces and
nephew. They spent many hours
reminiscing, looking back on family
gatherings and memories of those who
have passed on.
They had dinner with niece Tiffany,
who is the daughter of Dennis; Terry’s
brother who passed away a few years
ago. Tiffany is now an associate
professor of Psychology at the University
of Little Rock. Mary and Terry hadn’t
seen her since she was seven years old.
As tourists, they did some
sightseeing, too. They saw an old mill
that had been filmed in the movie “Gone
with the wind”. There were other crafttype items Mary enjoyed especially the

straw angel. I
imagine if there was one for sale, Mary
brought it home with her!
There was also a “Christmas tree of
light”, by the artist who made the glass
ceiling at the Bellagio here in Vegas.
(continued next page)
“That’s the Spirit”

Mary and Terry agreed the highlight
of their trip was their visit to the Bill
Clinton Presidential Library. There
were many vignettes of news items
that had happened during his
presidency, as well as hundreds of
binders which contained the day-today meetings, letters from famous
people, along with handwritten
answers by the President.
There were also pictures of the
White House and different holidays
and State Dinners that were held, as
well as gifts presented by different
dignitaries.

They were able to sit in the
Cabinet Room and the Oval Office,
which made them feel special. There
was a special exhibit of the life of
Nelson Mandela that followed his life
history, his imprisonment and then his
election as president. Mary says that

regardless of your political affiliation,
this is a must-see if you ever get to
Little Rock.
The Isaacs’ granddaughter,
Brianna, came for a short visit last
month. Actually, she came to tour the
UNLV campus. Grandma and
Grandpa (Ruth Ann and Ron) cannot
believe that she is old enough to be
checking out colleges!
Matthew McMahan, who is a
freshman at UNLV, agreed to be the
taxi driver
for
Brianna
(and
Grandma
and me!).
He made
sure we
were at the
right
starting
point
before he
went to
the library to study. Brianna and
Grandma attended several informative
sessions, while I took some naps. The
day went quickly, and I think Brianna
was quite impressed with UNLV. All
that walking made us hungry, so, since
she’d never been to In-N-Out Burger,
that’s where we went for dinner!

Brianna said that was the best burger
she’d ever had, and of course, I was in
my glory with all the crumbs (and
CHEESE) that was dropped on the
floor. I almost got stepped on a
couple of times, but I was on a
mission! Brianna is now back in
Illinois, but perhaps she’ll be here in
Las Vegas as a UNLV Rebel next
year!
Breaking News! Pastor Tom
shared that he has accepted another
interim assignment. (For a retired
pastor, he sure works an awful lot!)
He will be going back to New Mexico
for a while to help Community of Joy
Lutheran in Rio Rancho, a suburb of
Albuquerque. He will begin his duties
there on the Sunday following
Thanksgiving. Diane will be joining
him in mid-December. They are
keeping their home in Las Vegas and
are working out plans to commute
from time to time to their home. We
wish them well on this new venture.
That’s all for this month. Thanks
to all of you who shared your stories
with our readers.

Your friend,
Maxwell

More youth pictures

November 2017
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ .

A Stitch in Time

F

isher House is conveniently
located near the Veteran’s
Hospital, 6900 N. Pecos in North Las
Vegas. The home provides lodging to
14 families awaiting word about
friends and loved ones in the hospital.
The fully-staffed facility is free to
qualified applicants for short-term
residency.
“One great gift of grace that a
church has to offer is the solace of a
handshake or embrace.” (Pastor Tom
Anderson). With these words of
wisdom in
mind, the
quilters
offered hugs
and smiles,
20 quilts, and
six gallons of
peppermint
ice cream to
the families
at the Fisher
House. A
small gift to
offer a fearful, anxious family, but
offered with heartfelt prayers for
spiritual strength.
Thanks to all for your
contributions (material, thread and
monetary donations). Special thanks
to June Wall for her sewing machine.
Our Ministry was able to provide
warmth and comfort. Please join us
Monday mornings at 9am.
Blessings,
“A Stitch in Time” Quilting Team
Crafters Needed!
Love to knit or
crochet? We
are looking for
people who
would like to
craft prayer
shawls for baptisms and for people in
need of prayer. We have supplies!
If interested, or have questions,
please call Faye Bastarache at 702375-6832 or Loretta in the church
office 702-645-1777. Pray without
ceasing!!!!

Faye Bastarache
November 2017

Devoted Diners
September and
October have come
and gone. We had a
wonderful
“Oktoberfest” hosted
by Mark Middleton 26th of October.
Good food! Lots of fun and great
conversation.
Moving forward, we will
celebrate Thanksgiving dinner at the
Hempel’s. Judi and Dwight will host
and we will all contribute to the
“overeating fest”. This will be our
second annual Thanksgiving dinner,
and at Judi’s request, the tradition has
become for all of us to celebrate at
their home. It is truly a wonderful
day. There’s still time to get in on the
fun! The festivities begin at 3:00pm.
Christmas will be early this year,
as some of us will be travelling at
Christmas. We will have our annual
“Kris Kringle” at Jen’s on Thursday,
December 14 at 5:30. Hope to see you
there!
Call Linda: (702) 754-8693 for
more information and directions.

Linda Middleton

Simul Justus et Peccator. ‘We are
simultaneously righteous (justified)
and sinner’ — one of Martin Luther’s
comments on the condition of
mankind. The topic of discussion
from our last meeting was an idea of
what lies ahead in studying the Small
Catechism. So far we have learned
that while this document is an
important part of our doctrine and
theology, it was not meant for the
laity. It was written to the pastors
after Martin Luther took a tour of the
churches and found many
discrepancies.
We meet every second Monday.
Our next meeting will be on Monday,
November 13. We will be discussing
Martin Luther’s Preface to the Small
Catechism vs. the contemporary
10

introduction to that same catechism,
and how they can be applied to today’s
society.
There is no need to purchase any
materials. Bring your Bibles for
reference. A free app can be
downloaded from Augsburg Fortress
containing the contemporary version
of the Small Catechism in addition to
receiving e-mail copies of the reading
materials in preparation of each
session.
The sessions are open to all who
are interested. Please join us. Call the
church office or me for more
information.

Linda Middleton
(702) 754-8693

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
Last week we touched base with
Dessirae, the young lady who spoke at
“Puttin on the Glitz”. At that time she
was going to college and working two
jobs. She was dating a young man,
LaTrell Mitchell, also a youth from
NPHY. They have graduated from
NPHY, married and have a fourmonth old little boy, Titus.

They are a delightful, Christian
family. LaTrell has enlisted in the
Navy and Dessirae will go to
Sacramento to live with her sister
while he is going through basic
training. He is going to
be an aircraft mechanic.
GOD IS GREAT!
We have to continue
our mission at NPHY.
We share our faith and
they ask us to pray for
them which we do. We
also have the Gideon
New Testament Bibles
available for them.
NPHY (continued page 11)
“That’s the Spirit”

Stewardship

N

You will receive a letter from Pastor Tom
acknowledging HSLC’s tremendous giving of time, talents
and treasure to our local, national and world communities.
You will also have the opportunity to show your continued
support for our congregation’s activities by adding your
commitment card to the offering on November 18/19.
The theme “A NEW DAY, A NEW DIRECTION”
reflects the arrival of our new pastor and a revitalized spirit in
the congregation. We challenge the congregation to increase
the number of pledges and the amount pledged by 5% over the
2017 pledges, to provide the resources needed to continue the
congregation’s commitment to spreading Jesus’ work in Las
Vegas and the world.
Stewardship Committee

Time-Talent-Treasure
“A NEW DAY, A NEW DIRECTION”

ovember is the month of Thanksgiving. The church
also marks November as the month we reflect on all
the benefits of our relationship to God. It is our time
to respond to God by making our commitment to continue
Jesus’ work on earth with our commitment pledge for 2018.

Prayers of the Church
Restore what is broken in our world, mighty
God. Quell the rush to violence between
peoples and nations. Break down dividing
walls and promote growth for the sake of the
common good. We ask that you bless the
community of Las Vegas; we pray that our
city can heal from the events of the recent
past.
We pray for our brothers and sisters in California where
terrible fires have ravished their state. Be with the first
responders, fire fighters and hospital personnel who must deal
with these tragedies.
Restore our broken bodies, O God, especially those
recovering from injuries of the events of last month. We pray
for those suffering any loss: the grieving, those who have lost
homes or property, the imprisoned, those neglected or
abandoned, and the sick, especially: Virginia Bartholomew;
Judy Caison; Roy Cameron; Alora Cavalieri; Marcia
Chapman; Betty Davis; Lillian Dilworth; Helen Geraci; Bruce
Hammerstone; Joe Hauser; Judi Hempel; Susan Hicks; Jo
Jirousek; Dave Johnson; Jimmy McDonald; Lisa Mueller; Bob
Nance; Jean Pritchett; Keith Quirk; Corey Schaefges;
Rebekah Signoretti; Gary & Mary Torstenson; June & Earl
Wall; Nancy Wier; Don Wittes; Jennie Zweifel.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’ great-granddaughters,
Stella and Zoey; Serena Cai’s mother, Tong Yuan Zeng; Nancy
McDonald’s dad, Art; Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her
friend, Nancy; JoAnn Nance’s father, Frank; Howard Olson’s
friend, Nannette; and Amy Trunoske’s stepdad, Robert.

We give praise and thanksgiving for the work of our call
committee: Gwen Jolls, Matthew McMahan, Mirium Tsui, Jen
Anderson, Charlie Kesling, Dean Chapman, and Mark Myers.
We pray for Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, for our guests
and visitors, for newcomers to this community, for those who are
certain and those who doubt, and for all who seek you in this place.
Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we
pray, trusting the power of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. Amen.

NPHY (Continued from page 10)
We put a sticker in each Bible that says, “People of Holy Spirit
Lutheran Church are praying for you to have success, peace
and love. GOD loves you and HE is with you always.”
November is the month we collect gift cards for fast food
places and grocery stores. These items are desperately needed
during Thanksgiving and Christmas vacations. If you want to
donate, you can give them to someone in WITS (Tuesday
morning’s Women in the Spirit Bible study) or Loretta.

Hygiene products and snack food items for NPHY are
always needed and welcomed. We will be adopting a number
of young people for Christmas again this year. Thank you for
all you do for NPHY. We could not do what we do without our
great church family.
Have a Blessed Thanksgiving

November 2017
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Prayers of thanks
The Bible’s close connection
between prayer and praise
caused 19th-century preacher
J.C. Ryle to proclaim, “I dare
not call that true prayer in which
thankfulness has no part.” He
points, for example, to Paul’s
words in Philippians 4:6 (“By prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God”) and Colossians
4:2 (“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and
thankful”), both NIV.
Whenever we speak to God, Ryle adds, thoughts of his mercy
and the hope of heaven should be at the forefront of our minds.
“Surely,” he writes, “we should never open our lips in prayer
without blessing God for that free grace by which we live, and
for that lovingkindness which endures forever.”

Marcia Chapman, for W.I.T.S.

“That’s the Spirit”

Interim Thoughts
We Are All Interims
Nobody is permanent. It is a difficult lesson. We think we
will never grow old. Never leave a place. Never face major
change. Never face our final goodbyes to loved ones on earth.
We are all interims moving from place to place—physically
and spiritually. We are people on the move. At our best
moments we wouldn’t have it any other way. Movement
makes us alive to the moment. Change can exhilarate us. Yet
movement and change can at times bring sadness, deep
nostalgia, a loss of a sense of place. This is where faith finds
our home for us. This is where Christ leads and makes sense
of our journeys. This is the One who brings permanence and
meaning. This little one born in Bethlehem and killed on a
Cross leads our way. This is our permanent home—the arms
of Christ, the embrace that lasts forever. It is a mystery to be
sure but it is plain as day; plain as that little wafer and sip of
wine; plain as that sharing of peace; plain as that drive up or
down Cheyenne with the church tower in sight. Plain as that
bidding prayer, “Go in peace and serve the Lord.”

Pastor Tom Anderson
On Saying Goodbye
I have moved many times. From birth in Sioux Falls, SD to
growing up in St. Peter, MN to seminary in Rock Island, IL to
internship in Kansas City, MO, to first Call in NYC, to second
Call in Brooklyn, NY to third Call in San Francisco, CA to
fourth call in San Jose, CA to retirement (?) in Santa Fe, NM
and now in Las Vegas, NV. Whew! Along the way there
were 11 interims. Saying goodbye is not new; yet, saying
goodbye is never easy.
Now comes the last commute
from home to you on
Cheyenne, a drive I know by
heart. This will be the last
newsletter thoughts. Then
there will be the last confirmation class, the last staff meeting,
last worship team meeting, council and executive meetings.
Those followed by the last lunch at the senior center, the
last worship service. The last well-wishing hug.

You will always remain in my heart. Your love of the Lord,
your steadfast caring for each other, your
ability to keep this congregation on the move
and forward thinking is heartwarming. I am
thrilled at the prospect of Pr. Jeremy
Nausin’s arrival. I know he will find a
lively, loving people and together you will
create new visions for Holy Spirit.
I smile thinking about it all. Thank you Holy Spirit for
allowing me to journey with you.
Blessings,

Pastor Tom

3

It’s always about the people. People who have cared or
supported us through the storms. People who teased or
prodded or cajoled us into action. People we laughed or
cried with. It always is about people. I will miss you.
There it is.
Saying
1
goodbye is
not easy.

5

4

2

Along the journey with Pastor Tom
1 Installation,
2 Call Committee Installation,
3 Blessing of Backpacks,
4 Burning of Palms,
5 Baptism
November 2017
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces

Barb Morton
Jenny Knox
Cyndy Ryan
Kathy Dalesandre
Fred Schrumm
Carmen Werner
Cory Schaefges
Abigail Tsui
Lynne Cavalieri
Nichole Bruley
Lynne Bogner
Yvonne Drakeley
Paula Perez
Jessyca Walker
Lasha Chenicek
Gwen Jolls
Matt Mordini
Judy Carey
Farrah Hayden
Dwight Hempel
Helen Wang
Tim Beasley
Brionna Bell
Don Knetzger
Holli LeFevre
Garnett Howard
Matthew McMahan
Paige LeFevre
Howard Olson
Alberta Raggs
Michi White
Cathy Adams

Ray & Cory Schaefges
Bob & Barbara Morton
Jay & Eileen Miers

November 2017

11/2
11/4
11/7
11/10
11/11
11/11
11/12
11/12
11/13
11/14
11/17
11/17
11/17
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/18
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/21
11/22
11/22
11/23
11/25
11/26
11/26
11/27
11/27
11/28
11/29
11/30

11/1/85
11/6/04
11/27/09

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——
STOCKTON, Dottie
5727 Oakbrook Street
Long Beach, CA 90815
WERNER, Carmen
4654 N. Rainbow Blvd. #2106
Las Vegas, NV 89108-5783

From: Jim Cassidy
The Lion’s Club is collecting used
glasses. The box is in the Sunday
School lobby, or you may hand them
to Jim Cassidy.
From: The Fisher House
To the Stitch in Time Quilt Group –
thank you all so very much for your
donation of 20 hand-made quilts and
the six gallons(!) of ice cream.
Your generosity helps us continue
our support for our veterans and their
families as our guests.

Thank you, veterans!
On Veterans Day, we honor men and
women who’ve served and sacrificed
in one of America’s armed services.
On November 11, 1918, America and
her allies signed a truce with German
leaders, ending World War I. In 1919,
President Wilson decided the United
States should remember with gratitude
the end of that war and honor military
members by marking Armistice Day,
or “truce” day. In 1954, Congress
changed the name to Veterans Day,
honoring veterans of every era.
Veterans Day highlights our country’s
quest for peace, justice and freedom
throughout the world. Followers of
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for
unity among all nations and for the
day when “nation will not take up
sword against nation, nor will they
train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4,
NIV).

Change in “That’s the Spirit”
distribution
Beginning January 1, 2018, our
newsletter will no longer be mailed.
We are researching the best and most
convenient method of distributing our
newsletter. This could be via email,
Constant Contact mass email, or
through our website,
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org (where it
is already posted each month in color).
Copies will also be available in the
front lobby.
If you have email and we do not
have your email address, please enter
it on the Connection Card, call the
church office 702 645-1777, or send
an email to
info@holyspiritlasvegas.org.
Those who do not have email, and
who cannot physically pick up a copy
at church will continue to receive the
newsletter via regular mail.
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
NOVEMBER 2017
N ove m b er 4 / 5

N ov e m b e r 1 1 / 1 2

N ove m b er 1 8/ 19

N ove m b er 2 5 / 2 6

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Cindy White
Ruby Collins

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:30am

Jim & Patti
Cassidy

Ray Betts
Ron Isaacs

Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger

10:30am

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Bill &Sharon
Wilderman

Keith & Jackie
Hopkey
Jennie Zweifel
Thelma Esteban

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Cindy White
Ruby Collins

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:30am

Michael McMahan
Matthew McMahan

Loretta Block

Gordon Bogner
Dick Moyer

Dean & Marcia
Chapman

10:30am

Michael & Karen
Harris

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

Allen & Jennifer
Vaughn

5:30pm

Faye Bastarache

Dick Kovach

Don Cleveland

Mark Myers

TIMES

Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

Assisting
Minister

8:30am

Barbara Butler

Devra Betts

Marsha Stephenson

Sandy Hughes

10:30am

Jennie Zweifel

Merna Mobley

Mark Middleton

Linda Middleton

Acolyte

10:30am

Shamika Manning

Jeremiah Anderson

Thaddeus Nance

Daniel Vaughn

Child Assts

8:30am

Leilani Hanisch

Julius Quarnstrom
Bella Quarnstrom

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Brian Caison
Douglas Caison

Prepare

Thao McMahan

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Clare Levin

5:30pm

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

8:30am

Thao McMahan

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Clare Levin

10:30am

Jennifer Vaughn

Ann Taylor

Sharon Manning

Jen Anderson

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:30 Church Office/702 645-1777
 10:30 Ann Taylor/ 702 823-3182  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 

NOVEMBER LESSONS
November 4/5
November 11/12
November 18/19
November 23
November 25/26

November 2017

All Saints Weekend Revelation 7:9-17; 1 John 3:1-3; Matthew 5:1-12
Time after Pentecost-Lectionary 32
Amos 5:18-24; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Matthew 15:1-13
Time after Pentecost-Lectionary 33
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18; 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30
Thanksgiving Eve
Deuteronomy 8:7-18; 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; Luke 17:11-19
Christ the King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46
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November 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
3

12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

All Saints' Day

5
6
Daylight Saving Ends 9a Stitch in Time
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
6p Kid Song
9:35a Sunday School/
NarAnon 6p
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
All Saints' Weekend
12
8:30a Contemporary
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

7
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12:30p Staff Meeting
1p Worship & Music
7p Handbells

13
9:30a Army of One
NEWSLETTER
9:30a Women in
DEADLINE
the Spirit
9a Stitch in Time
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Genealogy Writers 5p 7p Handbells
Genealogy Group 6p
6p KidSong
6p Womens Bible Study
NarAnon 6p

19
20
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
6p KidSong
9:35a Sunday School/
NarAnon 6p
Confirmation
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

26
27
9a Stitch in Time
8:30a Contemporary
12p Senior Meals
Worship
9:35a Sunday School/
6p KidSong
Confirmation
NarAnon 6p
10:30a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

8

9
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

10

11
Tole Painters 9:35a
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

15

16
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

17

18
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

21
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

5:30p Traditonal
Worship

22
23
THANKSGIVING DAY
9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
Office Closed
7p Thanksgiving Eve
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
Worship
8p Pie Fest
8p Rejoice Band

29

28
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells

All Saints' Weekend

9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6p Executive Comm
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band
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9:30a Prayer Time
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Adult Choir
7:30p Rejoice Band

4
5:30p Traditonal
Worship
6:30p Thanks/Farewell
to Pastor Tom

24
Office Closed

25
5:30p Traditional
Worship

30
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

Christ the King
Sunday
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Food for the Spirit

OUR MISSION
Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

THANKSGIVING PIZZA
This recipe is a delicious way to use your Thanksgiving leftovers! (Recipe Lion)
1 puff pastry sheet thawed according to the instructions on the package
1/2 cup mashed potatoes
1/2 cup stuffing
5 tbsp gravy divided
1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese
1/4 cup corn
1/4 cup French fried onions
1/4 cup green bean casserole
1/4 tsp freshly ground black pepper
1/2 cup chopped turkey
Basil parsley or thyme for garnish, optional
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Gently press puff pastry sheet into a greased 9-inch
tart pan (or use a 9-inch pie pan). Trim the corners
and use them to fill in any empty spaces along the
sides of the pan.
Spread the mashed potatoes over the bottom and
drizzle with 2 tablespoons of gravy.
Sprinkle with corn and green bean casserole.
Top with turkey, stuffing and 3 tablespoons of gravy.
Sprinkle with shredded cheddar cheese.
Bake at 400 degrees for 18-20 minutes.
Sprinkle with French fried onions and bake for an additional 3-5 minutes.
Garnish with basil, parsley or thyme and freshly ground black pepper.

