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—Luciano de Crescenzo

… to the Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church staff: Pastor Jeremy,
Pastoral Intern Lourdes, Loretta,
Mattie and Terry; and newsletter
editor Jackie for keeping the church
running and informed.

Thanks…
… to Pastor Jeremy and Pastoral
Intern Lourdes for continuing to lead
our Sunday morning worship services
and for the daily devotions via
Facebook and/or YouTube during this
time of pandemic…
… to Faye Bastarache for her altar
guild talent – keeping the altar in the
correct season for our virtual worship
services…
… to Mark Myers and our Church
Council for leading our congregation
during this time of social distancing and
stay at home order… for meeting
through ZOOM!...
… to all our silent angels who are
staying in touch with other
members/friends…
… to Mary Wonola, Sally Magnuson,
and Faye Bastarache, who supplied
Loretta with yummy snacks and cool
coffee drinks while she was in the
office alone…
… to our Re-Opening Task Force team:
Gwen Jolls, Joyce Palmer, Jane
Seum, George Byrnes, Natalie Tyrell,
Karen Harris, Faye Bastarache…
… to Keith and Jackie Hopkey for
counting our offerings each week…
… to all those who have continued to
give their offerings through their bank,
Pay Pal or via mail…
… to Karen Pettit for teaching Sunday
School, children’s crafts and sign
language through Facebook, and to
helpers, Kris Byrnes, Patrick,
Duncan, and Henry…
… to Gwen Jolls, Children’s Ministry
Team Leader, for staying in touch with
the students and sending them Bible
Study pages to work on…
… to Kimberly Nickerson, Youth &
Family Team Leader, Faye Bastarache
and Loretta Block for coordinating the
High School Graduate’s Celebration
Drive-thru…
… to ALL who participated in the
car caravan drive-thru in the parking
lot for the celebration of graduates…
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IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD’S WORK

Douglas Caison
Christian Miranda
Jennifer Anderson
Jamiyla Jones
Trong Davis
Ethan Nachtigall
Aaron Franczak
June Wall
Brian Caison
Leilani Hanisch
Janice Demaree
Mary Torstenson
Nancy Wier
Johnny Trunoske

Fred & Janice Schrumm
Dick & Betty Kovach
Dwight & Judi Hempel
Dan & Lourdes Olson

6/3
6/3
6/8
6/9
6/10
6/12
6/13
6/15
6/17
6/19
6/21
6/21
6/23
6/29

6/1/91
6/2/12
6/13/70
6/20/09

From Centennial Las Vegas
Genealogy Society
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church:
Thank you for allowing us to have all
three of our genealogy meetings. It is
such a gift to us to know we always
have a place to go. This is our tenth
year and we hope to enjoy your
kindnesses for years to come.

“That’s the

Pastor Jeremy Nausin
Fear and the Wisdom of God

Faith is not found in blindly following our own interpretations
of faith, God and the world. Faith is trusting that God is leading
us through this world, and through our lives.

The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of knowledge; fools
despise wisdom and
instruction…
Proverbs 1:7

Time and time again, including the entirety of Jesus’ ministry,
God has been calling his people to take care of the
downtrodden, feed the hungry, welcome the stranger, and live in
awareness of God’s ways. God has also seemed to reserve
wisdom for those who are willing to live in humbleness and not
pride. As I see it, part of the wisdom of the Christian according
to God’s ways, is to care for the whole of creation above parts
of God’s creation by being willing to listen to those who have
been given wisdom and knowledge, instead of just forging our
own ways, certain in our own understanding. God’s desire for
God’s people is to seek God’s understanding, and part of God’s
understanding can be known in the presence of the Holy Spirit.
God’s choice to give us the Holy Spirit after Jesus’ ascension,
goes to show that God has hope for us living in a way that
brings God’s Light and Love to one another. The existence of
the Holy Spirit in and among us, is God’s declaration that the
“we” of creation matters more than the “me” in creation. For
the activity of the Holy Spirit in and among us, is not just for
the sake of our holiness before God. The activity of the Holy
Spirit in and among us, is God’s pointing to the importance of
living life as a witness to the world and living for the sake of the
community around us.

The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom, and the
knowledge of the Holy One is
insight…
Proverbs 9:10
The fear of the LORD is
instruction in wisdom, and humility goes before honor.
Proverbs 15:33
Grace and Peace to you from God our Creator and Jesus Christ
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The book of Proverbs is categorized in the section of writings in
the Old Testament as what we call the Wisdom Writings. King
Solomon, often attributed to this book, was considered to be one
of the wisest people of his time. And I believe that the book of
Proverbs was an attempt to pass down the wisdom that King
Solomon had gained over his lifetime. The word “wisdom”
shows up in Proverbs 50 times. The word “fear”, 20 times.
When I read through Proverbs, I cannot help but see a couple of
very profound connections in Solomon’s writing.
1.

2.

I do not believe that the only thing a Christian should fear is
God. We should absolutely fear and love God. But I think we
should also fear falling away from the Wisdom of God.
Unfortunately I believe this way of living in faith that has no
regard for the vulnerable but only uplifts personal rights, that
puts ones’ understanding over the care of others and the
community, that tests the Lord our God by claiming the virus
can have no effect on me because of faith, is the very act of
falling away from God’s Wisdom. Fear of God also means fear
of living differently than God. God has shown us the way:
humility and humbleness before pride. Caring for our neighbor,
looking out for the vulnerable, being willing to sacrifice our
comforts and privileges for the sake of caring for our world, I
believe, are all parts of God’s wisdom and ways in the world.
Paying attention to how our behavior and thoughts impact the
world and those around us, is a deep part of faith. Remember
we are called to be people of God; not persons of God. Let us
place our fear and our wisdom in the rightful places. Amen.

Every piece of wisdom or understanding that comes in
Proverbs is first found in our fundamental relationship with
God. “Fear of the Lord” is not just a statement about power;
that we should fear the Lord because the Lord is exponentially
more powerful than us. Rather, Solomon speaks of fearing the
Lord as the description surrounding knowing God, and also
knowing our self. Knowing our self, in honesty, means
knowing that we are not God, we do not possess the wisdom
or knowledge of God, and we can never usurp the ways of
God with our own ways.
“Wisdom” according to Solomon, is knowing what it means to
have human limitations and that our job in those limitations is
to align ourselves with the one who has no limitations, God.
Wisdom and knowledge start in the “fear of the Lord.”
Wisdom and knowledge start in a proper understanding of
ourselves up and against God. Remember, the First
Commandment is God’s call for us to remember who God is
and who is not God (us).

I’ve been hearing some Christian leaders who are calling for
their people to go on with life as normal, that we should not fear
this virus because of our faith. That somehow our faith will
save us from the biological impact of this virus, and that if you
choose to take care in this time, somehow that makes you
lacking in faith. I cannot disagree with this sentiment more.

June 2020
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Council President
Things to know before you arrive:

Mark Myers



Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God goes with you
wherever you go.





With God’s help, I trust that you
are enduring this difficult time
while remaining in good health
and in good spirit.



I know we are all anxious and
dreaming of a time when we can
return to in-person worship. We
all want to return to a time when
we can hug our friends during
the sign of peace, and catch up
on what is happening in their
lives at the conclusion of
worship. We are preparing for
that day when we can worship
together, but we are not at that
point just yet.




Things to know once you arrive:


Recently, many politicians are feeling the pressure to begin
rejuvenating our economy by allowing the opening of many
“non-essential” businesses. They are also telling us that it is
okay to open up places of worship. Some may think that is all
that is needed for us to open our doors. There is much more
needed than that.




Since the beginning of the quarantine period in mid-March,
we have been following the guidance of our Presiding Bishop
Eaton and our Synod Bishop Hutterer. Currently Bishop
Hutterer has stated that she is waiting to see when Arizona,
southern Nevada, and southern Utah experience 14
consecutive days of a reduction in new cases of COVID-19
and a reduction in COVID-19 deaths. (This was the original
standard established by the government for the beginning of
re-openings when this pandemic began.)




To prepare for the time when we can begin to conduct worship
services in our building, we have assembled a Re-Opening
Task Force to guide us along the way. The task force is
comprised of three nurses (Gwen Jolls, Joyce Palmer, and
Jane Seum), a PHD on infectious diseases earned at John
Hopkins University (George Byrnes), a judge (Natalie
Tyrrell), a former School Administrator (Karen Harris), the
Director of Worship (Faye Bastarache), and the Director of
Sunday School (also Gwen Jolls). This impressive group has
met twice via Zoom and has developed a preliminary set of
procedures to provide as safe an environment as we can.




Upon arrival, we ask that you practice social distancing
from the time you exit your vehicle until you return to
your vehicle after the conclusion of the service.
You will enter the building through the Fellowship Hall
exterior doors.
You will then be seated at a table and your temperature
will be taken with a no-touch thermometer. You will also
be asked a series of medical questions to determine if you
may have been exposed to COVID-19.
If you appear healthy and have been at low risk of
exposure to COVID-19, you will be escorted to your
seats.
If your temperature is elevated, your temperature will
then be taken orally with a single use device. If you are
found to have a fever, or if the interview shows that you
have been at a higher risk of exposure to COVID-19 in
the recent past, you will be asked to return home and
worship online.
For communion, each person will be provided with a
sealed packet that contains communion wine and bread.
When exiting the church after the service, you will be
asked to leave by section to allow for social distancing for
the safety of all.

I know this is a great deal to take in. It is certainly not ideal. I
don’t want to think of these procedures as the “new normal”
but a period of transition. As the threat of COVID-19 reduces,
we may be able to ease some of these procedures.

The procedures are in no way finalized, but here is what we
have so far:
June 2020

We will limit attendance to the
services to approximately 40
people
We will require all those
attending to wear masks (bring
your own if at all possible) and
practice social distancing.
We will have one Saturday
night service and up to three Sunday morning services if
they are needed to accommodate all that wish to attend.
Reservations for each service will be required. Your
group will be provided with the correct number of seats so
you are able to sit together.
Seats will be reconfigured to accommodate the required
seating arrangement needed for the attendees for each
service.
The existing upholstered chairs will be removed from the
sanctuary and replaced with the vinyl-covered chairs from
the Fellowship Hall for ease of disinfecting. (Extra
padding will be provided for those who require softer
seating arrangements.)

(Council President continued page 5)
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(Council President continued from page 4)

strive to reach a
balance between
keeping you safe and
meeting your spiritual
needs.

We will not be among the first to open our doors. Our
worship family and guests are precious to us. Your safety is
of utmost importance and your well-being is what will
continue to guide us.

Please continue to be
safe, be careful when
you venture outside,
and remain faithful in
prayer.

When we do open to in-person worship, we will live stream
our services and continue to post them on our Facebook page
and on You Tube.
Until we can be together in
worship physically, we will
continue to be together in
spirit as we share the
wonderfully rich online
services provided by
Pastor Jeremy and Intern
Pastor Lourdes.

Also, please know that you are loved.
Yours in Christ,

Thank you for your continued spiritual and financial support
of our congregation. Thank you also for your patience as we

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
June is typically the month we hold our Congregational Meetings to elect new
council members and review Team Leaders’ ministry reports. Due to the
COVID-19 lockdown, this year will be different from any meeting we’ve ever
had. We will meet June 28, 2020 at 11:30am, but this time it will be through
technology – via ZOOM. All of you with internet service through your
computers, iPads, iPhones, Androids, etc., will be invited to join the meeting
via ZOOM.

Financial standings

April 2020

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 35,914.33

$ 121,129.43

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 24,592.95

$ 105,465.92

Difference

$ 11,321.38

$ 15,663.51

Debt/Building Income

$

2,509.00

$ 15,528.00

Debt/Building Expenses

$

6,193.00

$ 24,772.00

$ - 3,684.00

$ - 9,244.00

$

$

Difference
NET INCOME

7,637.38

6,419.51

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial policyholders for your donations of $251 through April for the 2020 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

June 2020
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Church Council Nominees
Five council members will be elected at the congregational meeting, June 28. Cindy White is completing her second two-year
term and has agreed to run for another term. Mark Myers is completing his first two-year term and has agreed to run for another
term. Karen Pettit was appointed by the council to the first year of a vacated position on the council and has agreed to run for the
second year of her first term (this is required by our constitution). Faye Bastarache is a new nominee. There is one remaining open
position on the council that has yet to been filled. Returning council members are Michele Anderson-Beck, Jim Cassidy, and Janet
Saterlie.

FAYE BASTARACHE

KAREN PETTIT
Karen is married to
Ellery and mother to
Patrick, Duncan, and
Henry. She is the
daughter of Kris and
George Byrns.
Karen works as a
CCSD teacher's aide. She
paints and does other
creative projects. She
volunteers with ACLU and
participates in marches
and protests for social
justice. She hosts a
monthly book club and a

Faye was born in
Pennsylvania, and moved
to Las Vegas over 40
years ago, after a short
stint in Montana. She
has seen Las Vegas
grow, as well as Holy
Spirit.
She married Zoel
here in 1988, and was
the Saturday night
organist from 1989 until
2004. Since then, she
has been on various
teams, and even served on council for one term.
Faye retired from University Medical Center where she
was a Medical Technologist. After retirement, she and Zoel
traveled quite frequently to his birthplace in New Brunswick,
Canada. They drove their motorhome across country,
stopping in Denver, Pennsylvania, and Boston to see family.
Presently, Faye is on Altar Guild and the Prayer Shawl
Ministry. Her hobbies are playing the piano, sewing and
crochet.

women’s group called Red Tent.
Karen has served the church as a Sunday School teacher
and Director of the 2019 VBS. She is learning sign language
to help make the church’s youth program more accessible.
She sings in choir and served meals with Family Promise.
Karen is recording Sunday School videos to connect to
children while they can’t come to church in person.

MARK MYERS

CINDY WHITE

Mark is husband to Jan,
and works as a realtor and
property manager. He served
on the 2017 Call Committee,
has served as president and
treasurer for another ELCA
congregation. He served on the
Synod Council for 12 years and
has been blessed to serve the
ELCA in many other capacities.
In his leisure time, Mark
enjoys scuba diving, sports,
travel, reading, movies, and
spending time with friends.
Currently Mark is
completing his first two-year
term on the Holy Spirit Lutheran Church congregation
council.

Cindy is retired and is a
wife, mother and stepmom.
In her leisure she enjoys
reading, walking her dog,
yoga, gardening and
volunteering. She also enjoys
cooking and arts and crafts.
Within the church, she
currently serves on the
Church Council, has
participated in FaithWalk,
serves as an usher/greeter, and
other projects such as church
cleanup day. Cindy has also
relieved in the church office
when Loretta has been on
vacation.

(Council Nominees continued page 7)
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Council Youth Nominees
THADDEUS NANCE

JEREMIAH ANDERSON

Thaddeus Nance is a
Sophomore, participates in
Archery club and Publications
through school. In his leisure
he regularly participates in
Boy-Scouts, enjoys hanging
with friends and playing
Xbox with friends remotely.
Thaddeus’ Church
activities include Acolyte,
Altar Guild, assisting with
Sunday School classes when
requested, runs the computer
audio board during Sunday
morning service, is on the
Worship and Music Team committee and assists yearly with
Vacation Bible School, as well as participating in Youth
group.

Jeremiah Anderson, a
Sophomore, enjoys
participating in theatre
productions at school, helps
with the school mascot, is a
member of Baking French Club
learning to bake pastries and a
member of Christian
Fellowship Club.
In his leisure time Jeremiah
Joshua
enjoys being horizontal,
wearing headphones, grazing
from the fridge and exploring
You Tube.
Within church Jeremiah
Acolytes, assists yearly with
Vacation Bible School and participates in Youth group.

SHAMIKA MANNING
Shamika Manning is a High
School Senior where she
participates in ROTC. In her
leisure she enjoys dancing,
singing and posting on
Instagram, playing basketball
with older cousins, and playing
games on her phone. She
helps out at home babysitting
her younger cousins when
needed.
At church Shamika
Acolytes, assists with Sunday
school classes and daycare
when they need an extra hand,
helps yearly with Vacation Bible School and participates in
Youth group.

Anderson family

Cars lined up for graduation celebration drive-thru

Trunoske family

June 2020
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Congratulations to Our 2020 Graduates
This was a year of unusual circumstances for our graduates due to the “quarantine” necessity to protect people from the further spread
of the COVID-19 virus. To honor our graduates, our church held a parking lot drive-through where we had a caravan of decorated
cars parade around the parking lot, honking horns and waving at the graduates. Each of the five graduates were present with their
parents, siblings, friends, etc. seating at a proper distance around decorated card tables. It was a cheerful and emotional occasion
watching as the graduates stood, waved, jumped and smiled joyously as the cards paraded around.
he lettered in Band. He plans to attend University of Nevada,
Las Vegas and the Community College of Nevada to pursue a
degree in Electrical Engineering and Business. Brahms
follows in his father’s musical abilities and plays all kinds of
instruments. He played the trumpet during our Christmas
worship services with his father at the keyboard.
Parents note: We are so proud of you and your amazing
talents. In the band—you rocked it! Your dad is and forever
will be there to lead and guide you. I know this has been the
hardest year of your life and you still pulled it off. We are
beyond proud!

JOSHUA ANDERSON
Joshua Anderson, son
of Jen and Ken, and
brother to Jeremiah,
graduated from Faith
Lutheran High School.
He participated in Cyber
Patriot—a National
cyber security
competition series
sponsored by the US
Air Force. He also
participated in Trace
Labs competition and
was part of the technical
theatre team.
Joshua received
many awards while
attending Faith
Lutheran High School: STEM endorsement on his diploma;
Cyber Patriot team (first in State Jr. and Sr. year); Green
Apple award for excellence in stage crew; Varsity Letter for
Technical Theater; Security Plus certification from CompTia.
He plans to attend University of Nevada—Reno in the fall.
Joshua attended the ELCA National Youth Gathering and
worked the sound board/computer during our worship
services. He also served on our HSLC Tech Team.
Parents note: We are so proud of you! We know you’ll
bring JOY wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

PRICELES DUNN FLOWERS
Priceles Dunn Flowers,
daughter of Karen
Dunn, graduated from
Mohave High School,
where she participated
in basketball. Priceles
has been accepted to the
College of Southern
Nevada and then hopes
to attend Texas State.
Priceles is proud of
being a member of
HSLC and was able to
grow up worshiping
with her church family
as well as her immediate
family (Ann Taylor,
LaShone, Sharon,
Shante, Shamika Manning, Za’Nia Smith and Za’Kia
Clark). She plans to continue her faith journey and take what
she’s experienced with her.
Parents Note: I am very proud of my baby - happy she
has graduated and now it’s time for her light to shine!

BRAHMS BRULEY
Brahms Bruley, son of
Lori and the late David
Bruley, and brother to
Nichole, graduated from
Cimarron Memorial
High School. He
participated four years
in the Marching Band,
playing trumpet; he was
in the MERIT Academy
(academics) and was the
web designer for the
school’s web-site.
Brahms received an
advanced academic
diploma (MERIT) and
June 2020
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(Continued 2020 Graduates)

SAM ROSSI

CAROLINE TRUNOSKE

Sam Rossi, son of
Denise and Anthony,
graduated from Las
Vegas Academy for
Performing Arts. He
participated in the Jazz
Club his Junior Year,
and did many gigs all
around town for four
years as part of his
small group jazz class.
Sam received (4)
DownBeat Awards,
Outstanding Percussion
Soloist at Essentially
Ellington Festival, John
Philip Sousa Award,
Summa Cum Laude,

Caroline Trunoske,
daughter of Greg and
Amy, and sister to
Johnny, graduated
from CimarronMemorial High
School. She
participated in
Photography—Skills
USA; Robotics
Club—part of
National Champion
Team 987 (The High
Rollers).
Caroline
received a Career and
College Readiness
Diploma; she is a
High Honors Graduate and received the President’s Award for
Educational Excellence. She will soon make plans for her
future, college, career, keep watch for what’s next for her.
Caroline thanks all who have cheered her on throughout the
years, she sends her thanks for all the love and support.
Caroline attended the ELCA National Youth Gathering
in Houston, TX, and has served as the Youth Representative
for our Church Council the past two years. She was a child
care provider (at the church and for Naomi and Natalie).
Parents note: Always continue to have big dreams.

Magna Cum Laude, STEAM Seal.
He plans to attend the University of Southern California
and will major in Jazz Instrumental Studies. Sam is grateful
and appreciative to be a part of this family at HSLC. He
loved being part of the band—and we loved him!!
Parents Note: At age 3 when dad asked you what
instrument you wanted to play and you said, “DRUMS”, little
did we know how far you’d go with your passion and talent.
Sam we could not be more proud of you for how far you’ve
taken your dream thus far. We can’t wait for what comes
next. Continue to dream BIG! We’ll always be by your side
cheering you on. “Do good things!”

Bruley and Rossi families

June 2020

Taylor, Dunn, Manning families
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Children’s Ministry

H

.

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of
preschool to adults through Christian Education and Fellowship

i everyone! Hope all are
staying healthy and cool!
Today my car thermometer
read 112⁰ as I got ready to drive home
from work!
May 27 was the “Drive-by
celebration” of our Holy Spirit
Graduates! It was so nice to see all
of you awesome Seniors with your
families – Brahms, Priceles, Sam,
Caroline, and Joshua! So nice to be
able to congratulate you in person
even if from a distance! So proud of
all of you! I have watched most of
you grow up through Sunday School
and Vacation Bible School and you
have all grown into such amazing
young men and women. I wish you
many blessings in whatever God leads
you to do next!

Our official ending date for our
2019-2020 Sunday School year was
May 24. All of our Sunday School
students received our Sunday School
leaflets and lessons by mail, to study
with their families through that date.
In addition to that, I hope you have all
had a chance to check out two other
Sunday School opportunities. Spark
Family Sunday School on YouTube
will be presenting our Sunday School
lessons through June 7. Also, be sure
to check out “Holy Spirit Lutheran
Church Las Vegas Sunday School”
on the Members and Friends of Holy
Spirit Lutheran Church Facebook
page or on YouTube!

June 2020

Ms. Karen (Pettit), one of our
Sunday School teachers began to post
Sunday School lessons beginning May
11. Look for Ms. Karen, Ms. Kris
(Byrns),
Duncan,
Henry and
Patrick
sharing
Bible
stories,
activities
and prayers
each
Sunday
through the
summer.
So fun
to “get
together”
with our
Sunday
School
friends
online until we can do so in person
again. The really cool thing about this
Holy Spirit Sunday School, is that
Ms. Karen will be continuing to teach
us all some ASL (American Sign
Language) during these Sunday
School lessons. Since the Sunday
School teachers and students had
already started learning ASL during
Sunday School when we were able to
meet in person, it is great to continue
this by learning a prayer in ASL each
week. Thank you so much to Ms.
Karen and the entire Pettit family for
leading the online Sunday School
from May through the summer.
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As you all know, we still do not
know when we will be meeting in our
church building again for Worship or
for Sunday School but we will keep
you posted! In the meantime, let’s all
stay connected through Facebook and
YouTube! So grateful for our weekly
sermons, faith moments, and now
Sunday School that we can access
online.
Having the sermons and faith
moments online is wonderful and I
believe is definitely a good thing that
has come out of this crisis! I believe
this will probably continue even when
we can meet in person again. It is
such a great way to reach people who
may not be able to go to church in
person or when
we are traveling,
etc.
Take care
everyone and I
will be excited to
see you all in
person again
whenever that
may be!
Peace and Blessings to you,

Gwen Jolls

“That’s the Spirit”

Small Groups
.

B

efore the “Stay at Home” time
this month, I would be getting
excited and preparing to attend
the Eleventh Triennial Convention and
Gathering of the Women of the ELCA
(WELCA) in mid-July. Participating in
a gathering of thousands of Lutheran
women is uplifting and exciting and
downright fun.
I had registered and made a
reservation for a timeshare in Phoenix
then came the notice that the event had
been postponed until August 2021.
What a disappointment, but I guess that
gives me a whole year more to recruit
some others to join me.
Every three years WELCA holds a
convention and gathering of women to
conduct business and provide
inspiration. In 1993, I attended the
third Triennial in Washington, DC. It
was such a great time. I hung out with
friends old and new from Alaska and
drove them to the worship service at the
National Cathedral.
In July 2017, we were on the way
to Minneapolis for the Tenth Triennial,
but it wasn’t to be. I fell down near
Bismarck, ND and shattered my elbow
and damaged my shoulder. When it
was announced that the next Triennial
would be Phoenix, I was excited and
right away began planning to attend and
even see where I could help because
our Grand Canyon Synod would be the
host.
The theme for 2021 is Just Love.
As a lead-up to the Triennial, the Bible
Study in the June issue of Gather
magazine in entitled “Just Love”. It’s a
three-part study.
Session one begins close to home
where we first learn about love. Ideally,
the family provides a warm loving
relationship, but for a few that
relationship is less loving. When a
loved one disappoints, how do we
react? The study looks at the
relationship of Jesus, Mary, Martha and
Lazarus in John 11:1-6 and 17-36. It
June 2020

poses some questions for us to
consider.
Session two will consider “just
love” at the community level. Using
the story of Zacchaeus in Luke 19:2,
we’ll consider what happens when
someone who has harmed a community
turns his/her life around. “Just” has a
different meaning here than in session
one.
Session three lifts love to the
national/world level with the story of
the midwives in Exodus 1:15-22. What
risks does just love require of us?
These three sessions visualize how a
deep, just love is in family community
and worldwide. We look to Jesus to
show us what just love is.
Now that we can meet in small
groups at HSLC, I can’t
wait to restart the Gather
Bible Study group at 6:30
on the third Monday of
the month. Call me if
you would like to join us.

Judi Hempel
702-586-1547
storygirl1808@aol.com

During this pandemic I would like
to give you an update concerning
NPHY. This is a very difficult time for
both the youth and the staff. Youth are
not permitted inside the drop-in-center.
They have a table set up outside where
the youth come and request what they
need in both food and clothing. The
staff gathers the requested items and
provides them. The youth are not
allowed to linger in groups because of
the social distancing. Private parties
are not allowed to come to the center to
prepare meals or socialize which really
puts a burden on their food pantry.
We ordered pizza from a
Dominoes that is in the vicinity for
which they were extremely grateful. If
you would like to do the same, please
call Rachel at NPHY (702-969-3947)
first to ensure the day you choose is a
good one. Then you can call Dominoes
(702-798-3030) and have them deliver.
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Rachel will sign for you and if you
want to add a gratuity, she will do that
as well. She will e-mail you a copy of
the receipt.
We can hardly wait
until we can all go back to
church and back to the
center and interact with the
youth by taking meals and
socializing. If you have
items to donate please check
with Loretta when she is at
the church and you can drop them off.
They can use summer clothing and
especially new undergarments of most
any size. They can always use monetary
donations since some of their corporate
donations have
decreased. GOD bless
all of you. We miss
you. Thank you for all
you do for NPHY.
Any questions
please contact Marcia
Chapman (702-645-7236).
GOD Bless you all!
Marcia Chapman for
W.I.T.S
NPHY address:
4981 Shirley St., Las Vegas, NV 89119
Telephone 702 383-1332

Nevadans for the Common Good
are scheduled to have a Zoom
Assembly meeting on Tuesday, June 30
at 7:00pm. We are encouraging anyone
interested in the current issues to join
in. We will discuss actions to address:
1. Investment in Assistance for the
Most Vulnerable, particularly rent and
utilities; 2. Investment in Education,
Pre-K to Adult, building capacity for
the current and future
workforce. We have
already been meeting
with key players in
State and Local
Government, and
hope to have some of
them join us for the
June 30 meeting.

Sandy Hughes
“That’s the Spirit”

Maxwell’s Musings
.
“Always laugh
when you can.
It is cheap
medicine.”

D

—Lord Byron

ear readers - it is June already!
The last three months have been
unusual ones for sure. It’s been
weirdly lonely for me here around the
church. So thankful Loretta comes by to
receive the mail as it’s dropped off. The
sanctuary is eerily quiet with all the
empty seats on the weekends. I see
Pastor Jeremy when he comes by to
record his messages for YouTube
streaming and Facebook posts. Faye
Bastarache places the proper seasonal
banners and paraments on the altar. I’m
looking forward to the time when we can
all safely gather together again. In the
meantime, thank you Loretta, for
leaving me an occasional muffin or
cookie. At least I won’t starve!
Good news for all you hikers and
aficionados of beautiful desert scenery!
Judi Hempel shared that Red Rock is
opening June 1. That means The Scenic
Loop will open from 8:00am-4:30pm,
however, the Visitor Center will remain
closed. Parking will be in authorized lots
only and not along the roadside. When
the parking lots are full, the gates will
close temporarily until the use drops
below capacity. The Red Springs
Boardwalk is open, but not the picnic
area, Calico Basin trail.
Traffic into and through Calico
Basin could be a bit tricky as Metro and
BLM rangers do not have the capacity to
close the basin. If you would like to visit
Calico Basin, Judi says to call them and
she’ll send an email that you are visiting
them - 702-586-1547. This number is a
land line as they do not have cell service
in the basin, so plan ahead. She says the
rocks are so beautiful in the morning!
God’s creation is amazing!
Did you know
we have a couple of
members of our
church who are
accomplished
authors? I just
heard from Carol
Townsend that her
latest book has just
been released. It’s a
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subject that all of us are in some way
familiar with these days. The title is A
Nation Redesigned — The USA Under
COVID-19. The book is available on
Kindle and Amazon. Check it out!

book once they can gather again.
Sally Magnuson sent me a message
to share with everyone. “Hey my
Lutheran peeps...I miss you and hope
everyone is staying safe and sanitized I
do hope that everyone has:

Love to share,
Cash to spare,
No despair,
Tires with air and
Friends who care!
Sallymag”

Carol says to tell everyone she
really misses you. If you have any
questions about Carol’s book, or you
want to let her know you’ve read it, I’m
sure she would welcome hearing from
you via email at
carolstownsend@gmail.com.
Robin Holman
is also now officially
a published author!
Her book, Becoming
Anazara is on
shelves in Barnes and
Nobles, available on
Kindle books or also
available on
Amazon.
The Book Club plans to read her
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Sally & Loretta
That’s it for the June issue. I’ll be
happy when I can see all my church
friends again. In the meantime, stay
healthy and happy.
Pray for peace and
solace in these
unsettled times.
Your friend,
Maxwell

“That’s the Spirit”

Prayers of the Church
Uplifted by
the promised hope
of healing and
resurrection, we
join the people of
God in all times and places in praying
for the church, the world, and all who
are in need.
We call on your spirit of unity,
giving thanks for our different
vocations. Activate and utilize the
diverse gifts present in your church,
that they reveal your love for all.
We call on your spirit of life,
present in air, wind, humidity, storms,
and oxygen in our atmosphere,
breathing energy into all things. Heal
with your breath the whole creation,
especially those who struggle to
breathe due to air pollution, allergies
and the coronavirus.
We call on your spirit of
righteousness. Wherever we as a
people are divided, unite us. Wherever
we are prideful, humble us. Give each
one of us a heart for justice and
empathy.
We call on your spirit of healing.
Bless nurses, doctors, paramedics,
care givers, midwives, chaplains,
counselors, hospital workers and
hospice workers as they care for those
in need.
We call on your spirit of love. We
ask God to keep us mindful of and
responsive to our neighbors who are
suffering financially, are unemployed

or are trying to keep their businesses
viable as a result of the spread of the
coronavirus. We pray that we are
aware of how our lives and struggles
are interwoven with those of others
and how our health and well-being
rely on our shared care, concern,
generosity and support for one
another.
We call on your spirit of
friendship. Help us to see and attend
to people who are unseen, forgotten,
underserved or ignored in our
congregations, communities and
society – elders who are homebound;
people who are quiet, incarcerated,
homeless or mentally ill; and people
living in shelters, care facilities and
group homes.

We pray for those in need of
healing and comfort, who are
suffering, sick, lonely, or grieving,
especially: Tim Beasley; Sheila
Caison; Marcia Chapman, Larry

Eilers; Robin Holman; Olivia
Hopkey; Rena Jordan; Norma
Kesling; Suzanne Klimek; Donna
Lawhead; Bev & Keith Quirk;
Corey Schaefges; Mary Torstenson;
Nancy Wier and Mary Wonola….
We pray for those homebound—
Roy Cameron; Lillian Dilworth;
Helen Geraci; Susan Hicks; Jo
Jirousek; and June Wall
We pray for Loretta’s sister,
Terry; for Jenny Knox’s sisters,
Carmen & Vickie; for Betty
Kovach’s son, Scott; for Kelly
Stephenson’s daughter in law, Kelly;
for Sandy Hughes’ sister, Mickey;
for Howard Olson’s son, Jimmy
Dean; Nancy McDonald’s father,
Art; and Cathy Adams’ family,
Chris and Zoey. We also pray for
Traci Alvarez, Alvin Flippen and
Vince Shank.
We pray for Judy Carey and
family mourning the loss of Dave
Johnson. Surround them with your
loving arms and grant them peace and
comfort in this time of grief.
We call on your spirit of hope. As
you have led your saints in all times
and places, stir in us the desire to
follow their example, leading us from
death to new life in you.
With bold confidence in your
love, almighty God, we place all for
whom we pray into your eternal care;
through Christ our Lord. Amen

LESSONS FOR JUNE 2020
June 7
June 14
June 21
June 28

June 2020

First Sunday after Pentecost
Lectionary 11
Lectionary 12
Lectionary 13

Genesis 1:1-2:4a; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; Matthew 28:16-20
Exodus 19:2-8a; Romans 5:1-8; Matthew 9:35 – 10:8
Jeremiah 20:7-13; Romans 6:1b-11; Matthew 10:24-39
Jeremiah 28:5-9; Romans 6:12-23; Matthew 10:40-42
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Food for the Spirit
MILLIONAIRE PIE
PREP TIME 5 minutes - TOTAL TIME 5 minutes - SERVINGS 8
Millionaire Pie is a family favorite. A rich creamy base is loaded with pecans,
coconut, pineapple and cherries. You'll need just about 5 minutes to prepare this
pie and no baking is required! Great for summer! No baking and a cool pie.
Ingredients
1 prepared graham cracker crust (or make your own)
1 cup sweetened flaked coconut
1 can 15.25oz crushed pineapple, well drained
1 cup maraschino cherries drained & chopped
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 can Sweetened Condensed Milk 14 oz (not evaporated!)
5 tablespoons lemon juice
1 tablespoon maraschino cherry juice
1 1/2 cups whipped topping plus extra for garnish if desired
Instructions
In a large bowl, combine coconut, crushed pineapple, maraschino cherries, pecans, (Eagle Brand) Sweetened
Condensed Milk, lemon juice and maraschino cherry juice.
Gently fold in whipped topping. Pour into crust.
Top with additional whipped topping and cherries if desired. Refrigerate 3 hours or overnight.
Notes: Do not skip or substitute the lemon juice or this pie will not set properly.

