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APRIL HILITES 

 4/5  Election Day 

 4/15-16  Youth Lock-in 

 4/18  NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 

 4/19  Church Council 

 4/25  Office Closed 

LENTEN AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULES 

April 6 & 13 
5:45p Lenten Soup & Bread 

6:45p Lenten Worship 
6:45p Children’s Lenten Program 

April 17 
Palm Sunday 

  9:30a Easter Egg Hunt 

April 21 
7p Maundy Thursday Worship 

7:30p Prayer Vigil-24 hours 

April 22 
7p Good Friday Worship 

April 23 
7:30p Easter Vigil 

April 24 
EASTER  

7-11a Easter Breakfast 
8a – 9:30a – 11a Easter Worship 
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Dove Tales 

Angels 
Corner 
We are all 

angels with only 
one wing.  We can 

only fly while 
embracing each 

other. 
—Luciano de Crescenzo 

 

IT TAKES MANY HANDS 
WORKING TOGETHER 
TO DO GOD'S WORK. 

Thanks… 

… to Ray Betts for repairing the front 
door... 
… to Sarah Echelbarger, Faye 
Bastarache, Sue Mayer, Susie 
Johnson and Terry West for 
preparing, delivering, and serving bag 
lunches to the veterans… 
… to Susan Hicks for helping with 
the end of the year bookkeeping… 

… to Dick Kovach, Keith Hopkey 
and Charlie Kesling for their 
expertise in finances and auditing our 
records for 2010… 
… to Jen Anderson for helping with 
the Stepping Stones First Holy 
Communion Class… 
… to Eric Morrison for fixing light 
fixtures and replacing bulbs 
throughout the church... 
… to Kathleen Cloutier for joining 
Church Council as the Recording 
Secretary… 
... to FaithWalk catechists, sponsors 
and Pastor Ryan... 
... to Joe Proto and Mary and Terry 
West for coordinating the ESL 
registrations... 
... to Maxine Harju for coordinating 
the Hunger 101 information 
meeting... 
... to Patty Barron for coordinating 
the Secret Sister revealing... 

... to all the writers and editors for 
their contribution to the Lenten 
Devotional... 
... to the choir members who 
decorated the lobby and the band 
members who played music for 
“Mardi Gras” weekend... 
... to Dean and Marcia Chapman, 
Keith and Jackie Hopkey, Sally 
Magnuson and Charlie Kesling for 
assisting with the Ash Wednesday 
service... 
... to Charlie and Norma Kesling 
and Faye Bastarache for preparing 
the altar for the Lenten season... 
... to Janice Schrumm for working in 
the church office and Nancy Wier 
for answering phones while Loretta 
was away... 
... to the Fellowship Team for 
hosting the “Soup & Bread” and 
ALL the SOUP MAKERS! 

 

First Communion Stepping Stone 
“Faith Stepping Stones is helping parents keep 
their promises to God, one step at a time.” 

Faith Stepping Stones is an eight-step process to 
help parents keep their baptismal promise and 
are implemented at crucial moments of 
parenting, designed to build simple faith 
practices and dialogue.   
The children, along with their parents completed 
the First Communion Stepping Stone.  The 
children pictured here received their first Holy 
Communion on March 13, 2011. 
Top L-R:  
Skye Sueann Grady, Michael Geiger, 
Anna Parry 
Bottom L-R:  
Kayla Walgate, Adrian Yubeta, 
Jasmine Yubeta 
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Pastor Paul’s Letter 

 

April 2011 

Dear friends in Christ, 

Our word Lent is derived from a Latin word meaning 
“springtime”.  Even here in Las Vegas we do 
experience a little bit of springtime. 

I used much of my recent sabbath (day off) to do some spring yard work, with a 
special emphasis on planting some new grass seed in the rather small area of 
our back yard that could be called a lawn.  But before the sowing of the seed, I 
first used a lawn vacuum to suck up lots of dead leaves and other debris that 
had accumulated in the rocks surrounding the lawn over the winter.  I raked 
and mowed the lawn so I could clearly see the appropriate places that needed 
seed.  I cut back the branches of some bushes that tend to block both sprinkler 
water and sunshine from the patches that need new grass.  Finally, I dug in the 
dirt, planted the seed, covered it with topsoil and gave it some water.  I’m 
trusting that as I continue to water, grass will sprout and get strong enough to 
make it through our coming summer. 

Lent is a time of preparing the soil of our hearts, for experiencing and 
celebrating the new spiritual life brought about by Jesus’ resurrection from 
death.  The Bible lessons assigned for Lent point us to the waters of Baptism, 
and we see that in our Baptism into Jesus’ death and resurrection we, too, like 
the seeds and lawn, pass from death into life. 

Like Nicodemus who, as a Pharisee, imagined that in order to see the kingdom 
of God, we must maintain the purity of religious and ethical law – like 
Nicodemus, we pass from death into life as the Spirit leads us to give up our 
own efforts to be made right with God, and simply accept being brought into 
God’s family by the gracious actions of Jesus on the cross!  Like the Samaritan 
woman at the well – feeling alone, ashamed and thirsty for new life – we pass 
from death into life as Jesus soothes us with the living water of his risen 
presence!  Like the man born blind, we pass from death into life as we are 
enabled to see that the One who has washed and healed us brings us to see 
the kingdom of God!  And like Mary and Martha, grieving over the death of their 
brother, Lazarus, we pass from death into life as Jesus assures us that, in the 
waters of Baptism, we are placed in the hands of One who promises to wipe 
the tears from our eyes forever with our loved ones in the Lord! 

I invite you to participate in our Easter Vigil worship on Saturday, April 23, 
beginning at 7:30 pm, as we are immersed in the stories of God’s new life 
and celebrate the affirmation of baptism for five Holy Spirit disciples and the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism for two new disciples. 

May we grow in understanding our own Baptism as a passing from death into 
the life of God! 

Your friend in faith, 
 

 
 
 

 

Pastor Paul Hansen 
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Stewardship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Endowment funds provide 
for future generations 

id you know, or remember, 
Holy Spirit established a 
Mission Endowment Fund 

during 2005?  Albeit still at the 
building stage, we have a little over 
$39,600.  This reflects continued 
growth from our previous “$2,500” 
level in 2006.  “Why should we give 
to an Endowment Fund”?  Great 
question!  Here is some information 
for your consideration. 
 A mission endowment fund is 
intended to provide an opportunity 
and vehicle for a congregation to 
provide for people beyond themselves-
in other words to provide outreach.  
Typically the endowment has 
provisions that preserve the bulk of 
the principal, while allowing for 
annual distributions of a reasonable 
portion of the fund.  Holy Spirit’s is 
set up that way also.  Thus, such gifts 
outlive us, and continue to spread 
God’s blessings to future generations.   
 None of us can fully predict what 
the needs of church ministries will be 
20, 30 or even 50 years from now.  A 
mission endowment fund receives, 
holds, invests and distributes assets 
with a long-term view centered on 
mission outreach.  Consider giving to 
Holy Spirit’s Mission Endowment 
Fund in order to pass your blessings 
on to future generations. 
 By planning through your will, 
trust, qualified retirement plan, or life 
insurance policy to leave money to the 
Holy Spirit Mission Endowment 
Fund or your favorite ministry, you 
can help define your legacy of 

Christian stewardship.  Consider 
particularly the future impact that you 
can have by giving a portion of your 
wealth to an endowment fund.  These 
perpetual funds assure that your 
money will live on to do God’s work 
for generations not yet born!  What we 
do today does shape our legacy, and 
what your money does after your 
death can enhance and define that 
legacy.  Make generosity your legacy! 

 I agree, that’s 
enough words for this 
article regarding the 
“what and whys” of 
our Mission 
Endowment Fund.  
You will need to work 

with your Financial Planner to set up 
your endowment gift.  Your Holy 
Spirit Mission Endowment Fund 
Committee will be happy to discuss 
questions you may have and even help 
direct you to people who can answer 
questions that we may not be able to 
answer.  Your committee members are 
Ted Alm, Keith Hopkey, Rhea 
Delgado, Charlie Kesling and 
myself, Don Cleveland. 
 A couple articles ago, I asked if 
those who had already arranged their 
estate planning to include Holy Spirit, 
would please let us know.  We don’t 
need the amounts.  We merely wanted 
to share with others that there are 
members and friends of Holy Spirit 
that are considering the endowment 
fund as part of their “legacy”.  In 2006 
we had four families that had included 
Holy Spirit in their future plans.  
We’re confident that number has 
continued to grow.  Praise God!  

 Please let us know if your 
planning has included Holy Spirit.  
You can advise Pastor Paul or any of 
the Endowment Committee members.  
A good start is, “Do you have a will; 

is it up to date; do 
you have a 
financial plan for 
your estate?" 

God’s Peace and 
Blessings to you.   
Don Cleveland,  

Holy Spirit 
Mission Endowment Fund Committee 

 
Life events drive financial 
guidance 

Life events such 
as retirement, job 
change or 
marriage can 
trigger the need 
for financial 
advice. 

Has your life changed? 
We see it every day.  A person who 
has never felt the need for financial 
guidance walks through our door right 
after a significant life event–maybe 
the birth of a child, a marriage or even 
an unexpected inheritance.  Life 
events such as these turn financial 
advice from a nice-to-have into a 
need-to-have. 

 
Life Events (continued page 5) 

FINANCIAL STANDINGS February 2011 Year-to-Date 2011 

Ministry Program Income $  35,544.20 $  79,699.37 
 Ministry Program Expenses $  36,287.24 $  81,500.57 

Difference $    - 743.04 $   -1,801.20 
 Debt/Building Income $   5,957.00 $  13,365.53 

Debt/Building Expenses $   6,953.00 $  13,906.00 
 Difference $    - 996.00 $    - 540.47 
 NET INCOME $ - 1,739.04 

12,488.16839.46 
$ - 2,341.67 

D 
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Music Minister 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Parablelooza!  
It’s coming this summer! 

t’s time to make plans for summer. 
Our youth music camp, TeenSong, 
is going to be the best yet. We’ll be 

presenting the musical, Parablelooza! 
It’s described as a musical and game 

show all 
rolled into one. 
There’s lots of 
audience 
participation, 
great music, and 
just a real fun 
time. You won’t 
want to miss it. 
The 
performance 
will be on 
Friday, 

July 1, at 6:30pm. 
 The TeenSong Music Camp 
(formerly known as the Sonshine 
Band Camp) is for youth entering 6th 
through 12th grades. Youth have a 
great time over two weeks while 
preparing a musical. There's also a 
field trip and opportunities to learn 
about theater from professionals. 

The 2011 summer camp will be 
from June 20 through July 1, 
Monday-Friday, 12:00pm-5:00pm. 
The camp fee is $30, which includes a 
T-shirt, practice CD, music, camp 
DVD, and snacks. 

Join the Easter Festival Choir 

Our Festival 
Choir will be 
rehearsing for 
Easter Sunday 
on April 12 
and 19 at 
7:30pm. The 
choir is made 
up of singers throughout the 
congregation, including those who 
don’t sing in one of the regular choirs. 
Please join us to make this Easter a 
grand celebration. 
 The Festival Choir will be 
rehearsing during the time of the week 
when our “new choir” normally meets. 
The new choir for the 11:00 service 
has a solid start. We’d like to have 
more singers join us. Perhaps you 
could drop by on a Tuesday evening at 
7:30pm and see what it’s all 
about.

 

KidSong is 
a club 
AND a 
camp 

Our music group for children, 
kindergarten through fifth grade, 
meets every Monday evening (when 
kids are in school), from 6:00pm to 
7:00pm. KidSong will be singing in 
Swahili on April 3 at the 11:00am 
service. We’ve had up to 12 kids at 
the club meetings, but we’re prepared 
for more. Come join us! 

The KidSong Music Camp is for 
children entering kindergarten through 
5th grade. Campers have a fun-filled 
week making and learning all about 
music. Then they present a musical 
program for family and friends on the 
last day of camp. The 2011 summer 
camp will be from August 1 through 
August 5, Monday-Friday, 1:00pm-
4:00pm. The camp fee is $20, which 
includes a T-shirt, camp DVD, and 
snacks. 

You’ll find the complete calendar and 
more information about music 
ministry at our website, 
www.holyspiritlasvegas.org.  
 

Blessings, 

 
 

Life Events (continued from pg 4) 

Marriage.  About two-thirds of 
married people say they disagree with 
their spouse about money.  A good 
way to lessen the stress is to discuss 
your values, goals and needs with a 
financial professional and make 
decisions together.  

Birth or adoption of a child.  
Making room in your budget for the 
new addition is important.  It’s also 
important to evaluate your need for 
additional disability income  
and life insurance coverage. Many 
new parents start looking at college 
funding options as well. 

Inheritance.  Many people devote 
time and attention to what will happen 
if they die, but often overlook the fact 
that they might receive a loved one’s 
legacy. A financial professional can 
help you responsibly steward and 
invest the money in ways that align 
with your values, goals and needs. 

Retirement.  Both financially 
preparing for retirement and 
appropriately tapping one’s financial 
assets in retirement are key needs in 
our changing society. 

For financial guidance, contact Brian 
Wooster-Leyva, Financial 
Representative, at (702) 407-5550 or 

brian.wooster-leyva@thrivent.com 
today. 

Brian Wooster-Leyva 
For additional important disclosure 

information, please visit 
thrivent.com/disclosures 

 
 
 

I 

Tim Beasley 
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Ministry Coordinator

 
 

 
 

Grace and peace be yours in 
abundance through the knowledge of 
God. 2 Peter 1:2 

y experience as a child and 
teenager with organized 
religion was with the 

Southern Baptist, Assembly of God, 
and a non-denominational service at 
the Base Chapel.  Although I was 
baptized when I was 13, I did not 
receive any “instruction” in what it 
meant to be a Christian or how to read 
the Bible.  I spent most of my adult 
life attending church but I could not 
find the book of Acts in the Bible.  I 
could quote an occasional scripture 
verse but I had no clue where to find it 
in the Bible or how it fit in with the 
scripture verses that came before or 
after it.   

 

 After I joined 
a Lutheran church 
in 1978, I learned 
a new word—

grace.  But it was many years later that 
I discovered the power of reading the 
Bible and daily prayer and what grace 
really looked like in my daily life.  I 
took my faith at face value—but I was 
not growing in faith through Bible 
study, prayer, and other disciplines of 
faith.  Although I had many questions, 
I wasn’t doing much about getting 
them answered.  Then I started going 
to a Bible study.  Even as my 
questions about faith were answered, 
new questions arose from a scripture 
passage or from conversations I had 
with other people. 
 Do you have questions about 
God, about your faith, about the 
Church or about the purpose of your 
life?  I did and I still do!  And I have 
heard many of the questions shared by 
my friends at Holy Spirit.  That is one 
of the reasons I am so passionate 
about offering small group studies and 
equally excited about implementing an 

adult catechism (catechumenate) 
at Holy Spirit 
Lutheran 
Church.  
 We call the 
catechumenate 
FaithWalk.  
FaithWalk is an 
opportunity to 
explore and 
nurture your faith 

and to make, or renew, 

your commitment 
to Jesus Christ and 
your walk as a 
disciple of Christ 
in the life-giving 
waters of Holy 
Baptism or the 

Affirmation of Baptism. 
 You are invited to participate in 
FaithWalk if you are a skeptic or if 
you want to know more about what it 
means to have a relationship with God 
and God’s people.  FaithWalk is for 
you if you are a youth or adult 
interested in baptism.  FaithWalk is 
for you if you are new to faith, new to 
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church, new 
to Lutheranism, a lifelong Christian, 
or a long-time member of Holy Spirit. 
FaithWalk is for all those who wish to 
nurture, renew, and affirm their 
commitment to Jesus through baptism 
or affirmation of baptism.  No matter 
where you are in your faith journey, 
you are invited to engage in a deeper 
exploration of faith through 
FaithWalk.  
 A brochure is in the lobby with 
more information about FaithWalk 
and the class schedule.  The next 
inquiry period, “Come and See” will 
begin in May.  Come check it out! 
 There is also a brochure in the 
lobby with a list of all the discipleship 
study groups and fellowship groups. 

Shalom, 
Devra 

 

 

Missional Leadership 
Seminar 

 On April 3 at 2pm, Holy Spirit 
will host a seminar that will feature 
Alicia Vargas on the topic of 
“Adaptive and Transformational 
Leaders.”  The meeting is open to all 
members, and everyone is encouraged 
to participate. The gathering time is 
1:30pm, so be sure and mark your 
calendars for what will be an 
important opportunity to shape the 
future of Holy Spirit. 

Michael Harris 

 

 

M 

Devra Betts 

Do you have questions about 
God, about your faith, about 

the Church or about the 
purpose of your life? 
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President 
 

 
 

s we head into the second 
quarter of this year, I want to 
briefly update you on the 

financial health of our congregation. 
At each monthly Council meeting we 
monitor the financial reports and try to 
identify any trends in spending or 

giving. Through the 
first two months of 
this year, our giving 
is a little below our 
budgeted amount, 
based on estimates 
of giving from last 

fall. We began the year with a 
financial cushion of about $18,000 
and so far this year expenses have 
exceeded giving by about a few 
thousand dollars for these first two 
months. We are thankful for 

everyone’s financial commitment to 
this ministry and just wanted to 
remind everyone of the importance of 
your faithful stewardship. 
 At each monthly meeting the 
Council also monitors our continued 
progress towards fulfilling our 
strategic plan. In recent months we 
have heard encouraging news about 
how we have reached out to our 
community through the ESL program. 
Our youth ministry has grown stronger 
and has seen a growth in youth 
participation in various events. And 
recently progress has been made 
toward our commitment to our seniors 
as groups have met to discuss and plan 
for the near future.  
 Part of our mission statement 
includes this goal: 
“…equip for 
discipleship…”. At 
the most recent 
Council meeting 
we discussed how 
we, as leaders of 
this congregation, 
should be modeling discipleship for 
others. Some of the marks of 
discipleship include prayer, weekly 
worship attendance, daily Bible 

reading, serving others, building 
spiritual relationships and giving of 
our time, talent and financial 
resources. We reminded ourselves of 
our roles as spiritual leaders. We 
briefly discussed the possibility of 
substituting the word “disciples” for 
the word “members”, but ultimately 
decided that this might cause some 
confusion and that our goals of 
equipping for discipleship could be 
met without this change. 
 The Council is in the process of 
seeking three new Council members 
for 2-year terms that begin in July. A 
team is currently working on finding 
these individuals. If you feel called to 
serve in this way please let me, one of 
the Pastors or any Council member 
know of your interest, so we can add 
your name for consideration. The 
monthly time commitment is not 
overwhelming, just a few hours a 
month. 
Have a joyous Easter. He is risen. 
 

inhisfootsteps@cox.net 
 

 

Serve as Assembly 
Delegates? 

 Are you interested in seeing how 
our ELCA congregations in Arizona 
and southern Nevada (the Grand 
Canyon Synod) come together to do 
ministry?  Would you like to help 
conduct some of the important 
business of our synod?  Would you 
like to meet some great people?  The 
annual Grand Canyon Synod 
Assembly takes place June 10-11 
(Friday morning through Saturday 
afternoon) in Phoenix.  Besides 
Pastors Paul and Ryan, Holy Spirit 
is able to send two lay voting 
members, one male and one female.  
 The assembly agenda includes 
voting on resolutions, receiving 
reports from synodical and 
churchwide (ELCA) ministries, 

worship, Bible study and elections to 
synodical and churchwide positions.  
The assembly will begin at 8am on 
Friday and conclude at 4pm on 
Saturday.  We will travel to Phoenix 
Thursday evening and return to Las 
Vegas Saturday evening. 
 Voting members usually come 
away from the assembly with a much 
deeper appreciation of ministries of 
the synod and ELCA.  Please speak to 
Pastor Paul if you are interested in 
more information or desire to serve as 
a voting member. 

 

Easter’s Meaning 

 In a 2010 Barna Group survey, 
two-thirds of Americans knew that 
Easter is a religious holiday.  But only 
42 percent connected its meaning to 
Jesus’ resurrection.  And only two 
percent of adults said they would 
describe Easter as the most important 
holiday of their faith. 

 Not everyone who connects 
Easter to religion has the facts straight. 
Two percent of Americans said Easter 
is about Jesus’ birth.  Another two 
percent said it’s about Jesus’ “rebirth.”  
And one percent said it’s a celebration 
of his second coming.  Another three 
percent described Easter as a 
celebration of spring or a pagan 
holiday.  
 In the same survey, 31 percent of 
active churchgoers said they’d 
definitely invite an unchurched friend 
to worship with them on Easter 
weekend. 
 This Easter, share the truth and 
joy of the holiday with someone who 
doesn’t know Jesus.  News of the 
resurrection is too good to keep to 
ourselves! 
 

A 

A 
Barry Clayton 
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Worship and Music 

 
salm 95:1 says “Let us shout for joy 
to the rock of our salvation”.  How 
wonderful this message is even 
during this season of Lent which 

we see as a solemn worshipful time. 
We, having been redeemed by Christ, 
know for sure the meaning of this 
verse. 
 The Lenten season allows us to 
experience such a spectrum of our 
Lord’s life and teachings.  Choosing to 
participate in the beautiful, calming, 
personal, prayerful services on 
Wednesday evenings emphasizes our 
comforting relationship with God.  
The Holden evening prayers make this 
interaction extremely forceful through 
the beautiful chanting of prayers and 
quiet worship.  I feel no one will leave 
these services without feeling God’s 
overwhelming presence and love. 
 This is such a wonderful worship 
month – Holy Week, and then the 

glorious 
Easter 
celebration
s.  As 
usual, our 
congregati
on will 

observe all these rituals.  On Palm 
Sunday, we will welcome our Lord 
with swaying palms just as those 
before us.  Maundy Thursday we 
will have communion and the very 
meaningful stripping of the altar in 
anticipation of the sorrows of the next 
day, Good Friday.  The ancient title 
for Good Friday, “triumph of the 
cross”, reminds us that we should not 
mourn, but celebrate Christ’s life 
giving passion.  We pray for all in the 
world for whom Christ died on Good 
Friday. 

 Usually, 
Friday’s service 
ends our Holy Week 
observance; 
however, this year 
on Saturday, we will 
celebrate with an 
Easter Vigil service.  

The vigil dates back to the practices of 
the early Christians and is a specially 
planned evening service. The 
congregation will begin the service 
outside at sunset and eventually 
progress to the sanctuary.   
 This service is very special in 
both meaning and history.  It is our 
Passover with Christ from darkness to 
light, from bondage to freedom, from 
death to life.  We leave celebrating the 
knowledge of Christ’s resurrection.  
YOU MUST COME!  The experience 
will be wonderful. 
 The Vigil service will replace 
both the usual Saturday service and 
the sunrise service Easter morning.  
Easter will be celebrated, during 
our normal worship times, with all 
the glory and excitement we can 
muster.  Special flowers will adorn the 
altar, special music will be sung, and 
all of our very special congregation 
will offer 
praises.  
 Our next 
meeting is the 
yearly 
planning 
meeting - 
May 26. 
 The 
Lord is risen, 
thanks be to God!  Let us all sing 
hallelujah! 
 

God bless you all, 
Norma Kesling 

Worship & Music Team Leader 
 

 

 
This month, Jason shares a poem he 
wrote for the Easter season.  

Follow 
Revealing glory to your 
  disciples  
In brilliant white on the  
  mountain top 
We want to stay with you 
  forever  
Let us set up shop 
 
Blessed Son and mighty God 
Suffering was Your gift to all 
Bringing new life from death 
For those that hear the call. 
 
Come and follow the Lord 
Do not be afraid 
Eternal life is here at last 
The Son of God is raised. 
 
Fronds of green along the path 
You entered victoriously 
Hosanna to the Son of David 
The prophet they came to see. 
 
Loved, denied, and betrayed 
Your body broken for all 
Offered as atonement;  
  sacrificed 
For those that heed the call 
 

 
 
 
 

—Jason Adams 
 

P 
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Children’s Ministry 
 

The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults 
through Christian Education and Fellowship.   

Alleluia! Christ is 
Risen!  Let us 
share the good 
news of His 
resurrection and 
His great love for 
us!   

Children's Lenten Program 
Children age 4 through 5th grade, 
please plan to join Jan Ferraro for 
the last two Wednesdays of the 

Children’s 
Lenten 
Program - 
April 6 and 
April 13.  
The program 

will be from 6:45-7:30 pm.   Don’t 
forget to bring a non-perishable food 
item for the LSSN house; thank you 
for helping feed the hungry of Las 
Vegas.   
 THANK YOU to Jan Ferraro 
for leading the Children’s Lenten 
Program! 
 
 
 

The Sunday 
School annual 
Easter Egg Hunt 
will be held during 
the Sunday School 
hour on April 17, 
2011.  We ask 
those families who 
are able, to please 

bring filled plastic Easter eggs for 
your child's class for the Easter egg 
hunt.  Eggs may be filled with candy 
or small toys such as erasers, stickers, 
balls etc.  Please give the filled Easter 
eggs to your child’s Sunday School 
teacher by April 10, 2011.  Thanks for 
your support!  The children always 
really enjoy this event! 
  

 

Mission 
Offering 
Sunday 

April 17 is also Mission Sunday, the 
day that we ask you to please return 
your filled offering cans for 
Mahamadou.  Mahamadou is the 8-
year old boy in Mali, Africa whom the 
Sunday School sponsors through 
World Vision; the offering cans were 
sent home with your child on 3/20/11. 
Please pray for Mahamadou as well 
as share what you have with him.   
 
Please note: there will be NO Sunday 
School on Easter Sunday, April 24, 

2011.  Enjoy this 
joyous day with 
your families. 

In His Service 
Gwen Jolls 

Team Leader 

 

 

 
Congratulations to the following students with Perfect Attendance for the month of February 2011: 

Preschool 
Sydney Franczak 
Ramon Miranda 

Ronny Noah Yubeta 
KG/1st Grade 

Jeremiah Anderson 
Jasmine Yubeta 

 

2nd/3rd Grade 

Joshua Anderson 
Kayla Walgate 
4th/5th Grade 

Adrian Perez Yubeta 
Middle School/ 

High School 
Serena Perez Yubeta 

 

Free Storytime at Holy Spirit! 
 Parents of preschoolers, Judi 
Hempel, a relatively new member of 

Holy Spirit, is 
offering her 
skills and 
experience as 
a story teller, 
to the 
preschoolers 

of the congregation and those in the 
neighborhoods around Holy Spirit. 

Judy was known as “Storygirl”, 
to a group of preschoolers in a family 

daycare setting, when she lived back 
East.  “Storytime” will include stories 
told and read from library books, plus 
songs and fingerplays, all at Holy 
Spirit.   

All preschoolers and adults are 
welcome.  Judi is looking at 10am on 
Thursdays as a possible time for this 
ministry.  We need to hear from 
parents of preschoolers to see if this 
would meet a need for you, so contact 
Judi at 586-1547 or email her at 
storygirl1808@aol.com. 

 

Jelly Bean  
Prayer 

Red is for the blood he shed. 
Green is for the grass he made. 
Yellow is for the sun so bright. 
Orange is for the edge of night. 
Black is for the tomb - his grave. 
White is for the grace he gave, 
Purple is for the hour of sorrow, 
Pink is for the new tomorrow. 
Thank you, Jesus! Amen. 
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Youth & Family Ministry 

 
 
 
Youth & Family Team Meeting April 5 - 6p 
Youth Time April 3, 10, 17 – 12:30-4:30p 
Youth Lock-in April 15-16 – 9p-8a 
Easter Breakfast April 24 – 7-11a 
 
 
 
 As I sit here writing my article, I still find it hard to 
believe that our youth group had an actual snow day at Lee 
Canyon in the middle of March.  The day we headed up to the 
mountains was pretty windy and overcast, but we had been 
planning to go for weeks.  The drivers were all set, and the 
kids and the adults were excited to get away and spend some 
time enjoying God’s beautiful creation.  When we arrived at 
our destination, a few of us began to have second thoughts 
when we got out of the cars and began to experience the 
freezing temperatures and the gusts of wind blowing the snow 
around like a blizzard.  We were on a mission though, and we 
were going to have fun despite the weather’s lack of 
cooperation! 

 Once our group made it into a big clearing at the base 
of a hill, the snow balls began flying.  After our little war in 
winter land, a few of the kids decided to try to do some 
sledding with a plastic lid they found and an old skateboard 
without wheels.  Sadly, no one made a snow man, but we did 
make some snow angels and did a little hiking up and down 
the hill.  
 Eventually the weather grew worse, and as we were 
walking back to the car, I joked with the kids that we should 
do a Bible study about the Transfiguration since we were up in 
the mountains, not to mention we had celebrated 
Transfiguration Sunday only two weeks prior to our outing.  
My attempt to be funny didn’t go so well, because it was 
getting rather cold and they didn’t really know what I was 
talking about, so I decided I would tell them the story when 
we got back to the church. 

 Whenever I am in the mountains, either up at Camp 
Potosi with the confirmation students, or having a snow day 
with our youth, I can’t help but think about the story of Jesus 
taking Peter, James, and John with Him up a high mountain 
where He revealed the fullness of His glory to them.  It was a 
mountain top experience they 
would never forget!  Jesus’ 
clothes began to glow a 
dazzling white, Moses and 
Elijah appeared out of thin air, 
and a voice from heaven 
declared Jesus to be God’s Son!  
As amazing as that experience 
was for the three men who had 
gone with Him, eventually they 
had to head back down the 
mountain.  There was work to 
be done!   
 Like the followers of Jesus back then, I’m sure that 
many of us have had all kinds of mountain top experiences in 
our lives that have brought us into a closer understanding of 
God’s glory and love!  Are we sharing those experiences with 
others or are we like Peter and would rather just spend our 
entire lives living up on the mountain?   
 Although our youth group didn’t hear a booming 
voice from heaven when we were in Lee Canyon, and none of 
us had our clothing transformed into dazzling white, we did 
grow closer to one another and we had a great time!  Even if 
the weather hadn’t gotten worse, we knew 
we couldn’t stay up there forever, and we 
knew that eventually we had to head home 
to live out our lives.  Just as it was for the 
disciples, the same is true for us, eventually 
we have to come down from our mountain 
top experiences so we can share God’s love 
and forgiveness with others and help them 
to have their own!  

God bless, 
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Maxwell’s Musings
 

“In a world of this 
kind, a crossless 

Christian is a 
“Christless Christian. 

 —E. Stanley Jones 

hh-chooo!  
Springtime is 
in the air!  How 

is the pollen treating 
you? 
 You may have seen some of our 
college youth in church – they are home 
for Spring Break early because Easter is 
so late.  Andy and Betty Mahalik 
enjoyed having Andrew home for a 
few days.  He will be making his 
theatrical debut as Officer Murray in 
“The Odd Couple” at the College of 
Eastern Utah, March 31-April 5.  Of 
course Mom and Dad will be going up 
to see him on stage!!  He’s really 
perfecting his New York accent. 

Betty was a facilitator March 4-6 
at the Rotary District 5300 RYLA 
(Rotary Youth Leadership Awards) 
Camp in Idyllwild, CA.  She was there 
with nearly 300 high school juniors 
who were selected to attend from their 
schools throughout Southern Nevada 
and parts of Southern California.  The 
camp offers them a chance to 
participate in leadership and team-
building activities, as well as “labs” to 
help them use the Rotary Four-Way 
Test as a standard for making ethical 
decisions in their lives now and in the 
future.  Betty said it was one of the 
most rewarding experiences she’s ever 
had!!  

Also, Betty 
was nominated for a 
Women of 
Distinction Award 
by the Southern 
Nevada Chapter of 
NAWBO (National 
Association of 
Women Business 
Owners).  The March 11 luncheon was 
held at Caesars Palace.  Although Betty 
didn’t win in her category (Human 
Resources & Training), she was 
honored to be in such stellar company! 

Judy Carey reports her 
granddaughter, Krista Broude, 
participated in a Volunteer Day on 
March 19 at Spirit Therapies - 
spirittherapies.org.  The volunteers 
worked hard all day, shoveling new 

gravel into the horse stalls, painting the 
tack room, putting up new fences, etc.  

A fiesta lunch was provided and a 
demonstration 
of the horses 
and kids 
interacting 
and learning.  
It was a fun 
day... lots of 
work, but fun 
as well.  
 Here are 
Krista and 
Dave hauling 
hay for the horses.   
 Judy and Dave will be exchanging 
wedding vows on April 1.  (Not an 
April Fool’s joke!)  The ceremony is 
actually taking place at the Spirit 
Therapies  ranch. 
 Joe and Linda Proto’s 
granddaughter, Skye Grady in her 

recent solo 
dance 
competition…  
Skye took first 
place in her 7 
year-old group.  
She competes in 
Utah in April 
and California in 
May.   
She absolutely 
loves HSLC and 
has been active 

with her Grandmother Linda at Lee 
Brand’s Willow Creek ministry one 
Saturday each month.  Skye and Linda 
have delivered Valentine’s gifts, 
Christmas gifts, Thanksgiving Pine 
Cone Turkeys, and Halloween Treats to 
Willow Creek residents over those 
holidays.  
 Skye’s mother, Nina Grady will 
be getting married to her fiancé Tim 
Jarlock at HSLC on April 16.  This 
picture of Nina and Tim was taken at 
their family reunion trip to 
Chincoteague VA, last July. 

 Ursua Hooks 
reports she is 
especially proud of 17-year old 
grandson, Connor Sears.  After high 
school graduation, he has been accepted 
at Berklee School of Music in 
Massachusetts.  She would like for you 
to hear him on his drums; he has two 
performances on YouTube.  Click on 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC
VQgTPKQIo&feature=related and  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_S
FhE8hVqY&feature=related. 

Rebecca and Darren Cleveland 
have been missing at Lenten suppers 
and services, as they are hard at work 
rehearsing Hairspray, Faith Lutheran’s 
musical.  Victoria Delgado and Jillian 
Riggleman are also featured 
performers in the show, so they are 
hard at work as well.   

Rebecca and Darren will be less 
visible as performers in the pit 
orchestra, but are no less vital to the 
show!  So, everyone, get online soon 
and get your tickets for either the first 
or second weekend of May for 
Hairspray - a musical about overcoming 
racism in the early 60’s and difficult 
choices that teenagers have to make in 
life.  These shows are always extremely 
entertaining and very professionally 
done.  

This would be a great way to finish 
off a night of dinner group for some of 
you!  The tickets are a bargain at $10 
each, less for seniors, although they run 
$12 at the door if you don’t purchase in 
advance.  Kids also get a reduced price.  
It’s always great fun and would be a 
great way to support our high school 
youth. 

Lydia Cleveland will graduate 
cum laude from California Lutheran 
University on May 14.  She sends her 
many thanks for Holy Spirit helping to 
make that possible through its 
scholarship to Lutheran education 
program.  Darren and Rebecca will be 
graduating from Faith, June 3. 
 That’s all for this month, folks – 
thanks to all who contributed your 
news.  May issue deadline is April 18.   
 Christ the Lord is risen today! 
ALLELUIA! 

Your friend, 

Maxwell 

A 
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups 

 
 
 
 
 

e just wrapped up the first 
quarter of the year and Adult 
Discipleship has already 
accomplished a lot!  

Outflow, our congregation wide 
program on outreach, was a 
tremendous success.  There were 80 
participants within small groups.  We 
have received a lot of positive 
feedback and many have stories to tell.  
If you have a story to share, we would 
love to hear it.  You can email it to 
Devra at devra@holyspiritlc.org or 
me at maxineharju@yahoo.com.   

At the final Outflow worship 
service, many of you took pennies as a 
reminder to reach out and do random 
acts of kindness.  You can still bring 
back those pennies, which represent 
your kind acts. 

FaithWalk, our adult 
Catechumenate program, is 

progressing 
well.  Our 
thanks to 
Pastor Ryan 
for leading the 
lessons during 
the “Come 
and Explore” 
portion of the 
program.  
During the 
“Come and 
Prepare” 

phase of FaithWalk, our candidates 
will prepare for Affirmation of 
Baptism at our Easter Vigil on 
Saturday, April 23.  The Adult 
Discipleship team encourages 
everyone to experience the Easter 
Vigil. 

On Ash Wednesday, the Lenten 
Devotionals were made available.  
Thank you to everyone involved in 
making these devotionals another 
triumph – the contributors, the editors, 
the organizers, and you, the readers.  
If you haven’t picked up your copy 
yet, it is still available.  There are 
daily readings through April 24, 
Easter Sunday. 

After a quick start of the year, 
Adult Discipleship is in planning 
mode, preparing for summer and fall.  
This summer, look for a seven-week 
study entitled How Lutherans 
Interpret the Bible.  Pastor Paul led 
this video-based study in late 2009 
and we are excited to present the 
course again.   

We are also planning the calendar 
dates for our next FaithWalk.  Keep an 
eye out for “Come and See”, the 
period of inquiry, sometime in May or 
June. 

As with any of our Ministry 
Teams here at Holy Spirit, all are 
welcome to join the Adult 
Discipleship team.  We would really 
like to have a male influence on the 
team.  If you are interested, contact me 
via email at 
maxineharju@yahoo.com or on my 
cell at (702) 581-7894. 

Blessings, 
Maxine Harju 

 An exciting new ministry for 
seniors has begun at Holy Spirit.  If 
you are over 55 years old, attend 
HSLC or live in the Las Vegas Valley 
community, you are welcome to join 
us for fellowship and more.   
 With this ministry, we hope to 
provide a service to seniors including 
fellowship, transportation, educational 
opportunities, a resource center and 
help in meeting physical needs.   
 Please 
join us for our 
first activity, a 
potluck 
luncheon at 
11:30am on April 27 at HSLC.  
Bring your friends and neighbors as 
we kick off this opening event for 
seniors.  You’ll hear about our future 
plans, be able to share your ideas and 
wishes with others and learn about 
guest speakers.  So that we can plan 
for the luncheon, please RSVP on 
your connection card or to Joy 

Grigsby at 399-9335 
(jg76ret@yahoo.com) or Kathleen 
Cloutier 
(kathleen.cloutier@yahoo.com) 685-
0178. 
 All you need to bring is a dish to 
share with others and your enthusiasm 
for our new group.  Hope to see you 
there! 

Kathleen Cloutier 
 
 

The books we 
will be reading 
over the next 
three months, 

including meeting dates are: 
Anna's Return by Marta Perry on 
April 26; 
Always Grace by Tim LaHaye - May 
24; 
Another Dawn by Kathryn Cushman 
on June 28. 
 We meet in the church library on 
the 4th Tuesday of each month at 
7pm.  Anyone who is interested is 
more than welcome.  We have terrific 
discussions. 

Leah Daniell 

Have you 
checked out the 
Book Nook 
lately?  We have 
recently updated 
some of the titles 
and brought 

back some faithful favorites.  We have 
Bibles, Bible resources, fiction, non-
fiction, devotionals, and journals. 

One of the new items in the Book 
Nook is Heaven is for Real:  A Little 
Boy’s Astounding Story of His Trip to 
Heaven and Back by Todd Burpo.  
Have you heard Pastor Ryan raving 
about it yet?  I did and picked up a 
copy right away.  Now I’m raving 
about it!   

Heaven is for Real is the story of 
how four year-old Colton Burpo 
experienced heaven and then relayed 
those experiences to his family, as 
only a four year-old could.  It’s a 
heartwarming true story and an easy 
read.   
(continued) 

W 
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Mentioned in the book is the 
young artist phenom, Akiane 
(pronounced ah-kee-ah-nay) whose 
works are divinely inspired.  Akiane: 
Her Life, Her Art, Her Poetry is a 
collection of the best of Akiane’s full-
color paintings and poetry created 
from ages 4 to 10, along with details 
of her family and the amazing stories 
that surround each unique artwork.  
This book is also for sale in the Book 
Nook. 

In addition, the Book Nook is 
featuring a few 
Women of Faith 
authors.  Andy 
Andrews will be one 
of the key speakers at 

the Women of Faith conference April 

29-30 at the Thomas and Mack center, 
here in Las Vegas.  His book The 
Noticer, is available in the Book 
Nook.  We also carry books by Sheila 
Walsh and Lisa Harper, speakers from 
last year’s Women of Faith gathering. 

New to the Book Nook is the 
Lutheran Study Bible in soft-cover.  
This Bible is the NRSV translation, 
the same as our pew Bibles.  This 
study Bible includes maps, a Bible 
reading plan, Martin Luther on the 
Bible, and Lutheran Insights to the 
Bible, to name a few.  Only $19.95, it 
is a great value for a great study Bible. 

Using the Book Nook is easy.  
Once you select your item(s), simply 
peel off the price sticker and place it 
in the Book Nook envelope along with 

your payment.  Place the specially 
marked Book Nook envelope in the 
offering or submit to the church office.  
Envelopes are conveniently located on 
the wall to the left of the Book Nook. 

If there is a book you would like 
to see in the Book Nook, please 
contact me at 
maxineharju@yahoo.com and I will 
see about adding it to our inventory.  
Any input will be greatly appreciated 
to make the Book Nook a better 
resource for Holy Spirit. 

Blessings, 
Maxine Harju 

 

Home-baked 
Outreach 

(Bread Ministry) 

 We had four first 
time guests and Mirium had help with 
the deliveries.  Thank you, Ray Betts, 
Ann Taylor and Mirium for making 
the deliveries to the guest. 
 Thanks to Janet Lux, Betty 
Mahalik and Mary Wonola for the 
pumpkin craisin bread, cranberry 
orange bread, and chocolate nut loaf.  
We also had some donations from the 
bake sale.  I didn’t need to call anyone 
because we had plenty of baked items. 
 I call when we run out of goodies 
and I try to call everyone on my list 
during the year. 
 Without you ladies, there would 
be no bread ministry.  Thank you for 
supporting the ministry. 

Jo Wilson & Mirium Tsui 

 

 
 
 
 

Luther letter (continued from page 14) 

and they learned that leading alone is 
harder than traveling this journey 
together.  
 They were invited to learn, but 
they were also required to exercise 
leadership and own their own learning 
process.  And some were surprised at 
who their teachers were and where the 
learning moments surfaced.  
 From my vantage point, I want to 
extend my deepest gratitude to all of 
you that participated in some way in 
this experience.  Your piece, be it in a 
small or big way, contributed to this 
experience.  It is clear that many of 
these students would not have been 
able to participate in this experience 
without the generosity of individuals 
and congregations.  
 I’m not sure how to measure the 
success of this class, but from the 
lived experience of seven students, it 
mattered, and it will positively impact 
their leadership in God’s church today 
and into the future. 
 So, on behalf of Luther Seminary, 
myself, and the student, thank you for 
your partnership in ministry.   

God’s Blessings, 
Terri Martinson Elton 

Luther Seminary  
 
 
 
 
 

Without Jesus … 

Without the risen Savior in our 
hearts, life is like:  

• A chocolate Easter Bunny — 
empty on the inside;  

• An Easter bonnet — easily 
blown off kilter;  

• Last year’s Easter outfit — it 
doesn’t quite fit right;  

• An Easter lily — it soon withers 
and dries up;  

• A bag of jellybeans — sugary 
and sweet but lacking substance;  

• An unfound Easter basket — 
full of gifts that spoil and go to 
waste;  

• A colored Easter egg — looks 
great but cracks under pressure;  

• The Easter bunny — always 
hopping here and there;  

• Marshmallow Peeps — becomes 
hard when opened up;  

• Easter parade — a long journey 
with no destination;  

• An unopened Easter card — a 
message of love unclaimed. 

—David Patterson 
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Community ~ Outreach 
I 

 
 

Food needs for the LSSN 
“house” in the Fellowship Hall 

The theme for April is “Spring Fling 
with Food” as we enter into the 

holiday season.   
Suggested items come from a 

traditional Easter dinner:  
Canned hams, meats, fish, and 

vegetables, Jell-O, instant potatoes 
and stuffing, canned yams and canned 

pineapple. 
Remembering also the Passover 

Season, any non-perishable foods 
from the kosher specialty food section 

would be appreciated.  
 

Las Vegas Valley  
Interfaith Sponsoring 

Committee 
 The Las Vegas Valley Interfaith 
Sponsoring Committee is an 
organization comprised of members 
from different faith traditions.  Its 

focus is issues affecting 
children and the 
vulnerable elderly.  
 A task force met 
March 1 at Holy Spirit 
to gather stories and 
information on the 
challenges facing the 

vulnerable elderly in our community.  
If you have a story to share or a 
concern, the next meeting is scheduled 
for April 12 at 7pm at Christ the King 
Catholic Community, 4925 S. Torrey 
Pines.  The meeting 
is open to all who 
have an interest in 
what is too often an 
overlooked and 
neglected portion of 
our society. 

 
Michael Harris 

 
 

 

 
 It’s April already, Easter is just 
around the corner… and so is Women 
of Faith.  April 29 will be here before 
we know it!  If you haven’t purchased 
your ticket yet, it’s not too late.  We 
still have a few, but not many, so don’t 
wait too long.   
 This year’s Women of Faith 
conference is called “Over the Top”.  
We are expecting an over the top time 
listening to Patsy Clairmont, Marilyn 
Meberg, Sandi Patty, and Lisa 
Whelchel.  Wonderful dramatizations 
from Nicole Johnson, whose “one 
woman show” really hit home for me 
at last year’s event.  Musical guests 
Mandisa and either Amy Grant or 
Selah.  If you haven’t heard of Selah, 
as I hadn’t until I heard them in 
Nashville, you are in for a wonderful 
treat!  And, last but not least, special 
guest Andy Andrews.   

 I can't wait!  
All I have left to do 
is find a babysitter; 
any volunteers? 

Terri Hammar 
Community 

Ministry Team 
Leader 

 
 

Las Vegas churches hosted 
seminary students 

 In January, Holy Spirit was one 
of seven ELCA congregations in Las 
Vegas to host a student from Luther 
Theological Seminary in Minnesota, 
for a three-week course in which the 
students studied congregations trying 
to reach out to their communities.  We 
received the following letter from the 
course instructor.   
 We would especially like to 
acknowledge Don and Leslie 
Cleveland, Dean and Marcia 
Chapman, and Keith Hopkey for their 
special contributions to our time 
hosting Grant Applehans. 
 

Luther Seminary 

St. Paul, Minnesota 
March 2011 

Dear Las Vegas Congregations, 
 Temperatures are warming up and 
the snow is finally melting here in St. 
Paul, but the eight of us that partnered 
with you for the Missional Church in 
Context course this past January are 
still thinking about January and our 
time in Las Vegas.  We have had 
many opportunities to debrief 
“officially” on things like the course 
objectives and talked about how to 
“improve” the details of the course, 
but what stands out as most significant 
are the relationships that were fostered 
over that three-week time period. 
 Without overstating it, this course 
was transformational.  As I have had 
the chance to talk with students one-
on-one or in groups of 2 or 3, I have 
noticed a theme – these students think 
about ministry differently because of 
their experience in Las Vegas.  Some 
said, “This was my best class at 
Luther.”  Others said, “I will be a 
different pastor because of this 
experience.”  One student noted that 
this was a healing experience and new 
hopes and visions for the church have 
emerged.   
 There were glimpses of this in the 
post-trip survey, but when I look in 
the faces of these students as they 
reflect on their time, there is a power 
that isn’t even captured in their words.  
The leaders had expectations for the 
class, along with some learning 
objectives.  Did the students learn 
about leadership in congregations?  
Yes.  Did the students learn about the 
church in the West?  Yes.  Did they 
learn from and with congregations?  
Yes.  But even more importantly, 
these students experienced the church 
seeking to be the church in a rapidly 
changing time, with all that that 
entails.   
 Students experienced the 
messiness, along with the joys; they 
experienced being a foreigner and 
being welcomed; they experienced the 
church as a place of struggle and hope;  
 
Luther letter (continued page 13) 
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Fellowship 

 
y the time you read this, we will 
already be over half way 
through the Lenten Soup and 

Bread Suppers.  I must say that the 
Suppers have been quite successful.  
We have had a delicious variety of 
soups brought to share.  Adults, as 
well as children, have been fixing 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches.  
All of us have learned a bit more 
about foods in other countries.   
 Recipes have been available each 
week at the Suppers.  I hope you’ve 
taken one or more, and I hope you’ve 
tried them, too! 

 As 
mentioned last 
month, the 
Fellowship 
Team will host 
a FREE 
SPAGHETTI 
MEAL on 

Sunday, May 22.  The time will be 
from 12:30 to 2:00pm (or ‘til we run 
out of food!).  We are inviting you, 
our Holy Spirit family, and we are 

also inviting our Holy Spirit 
neighbors.   
 We will be asking for donations 
of boxes of spaghetti and 
bottled/canned spaghetti sauce when 
the date gets nearer.  (Any unopened 
spaghetti or sauces will be donated to 
the “LSSN House” after the event.)  
 We are hoping that this is a 
successful event; if so, we are going to 

do a Free Turkey 
Dinner in early 
November. 
 Thanks to all 
who have made 
monetary 
donations to the 
coffee fund.  Your 

generosity is appreciated.  Thanks, 
also, to those of you who continue to 
donate cans of coffee.  It amazes me 
how much coffee Lutherans drink!   
 We have not yet purchased the 
new coffee mugs, but hopefully before 
Easter, we will have them.  Keep an 
eye out!  
 I have mentioned in the past that 
unless you know how to operate the 

dishwasher, please 
DON’T.  If you 
want to learn to run 
it, call me, and we 
can schedule a time to get together for 
a lesson or two! 
 I try to take a kitchen inventory 
on a regular basis, but, I don’t always 
notice we’re out of a particular thing.  
So, once again, I would ask that if you 
use the last of something, write it on 
the board to the left of the sink.  That 
way I’ll get more when I go “supply 
shopping”. 
 Our next Fellowship meeting is 
on May 3rd.  If you 
would like to become 
a new Team member 
before then, give me 
a call!  We’d love to 
have you onboard! 

Ruth Ann Isaacs 
839-0362 

2risex@cox.net 
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Prayer Ministry 

“Then Jesus told his disciples a 
parable to show them that they 
should always pray and not give up.”  
Luke 18:1 

 
ave you ever told yourself that 
you wanted to help the 
thousands of people that are 

going hungry in the world?  But you 
don’t because you don’t know how.  
Do you have a co-worker who is 
dealing with the loss of a loved one, a 
friend in an abusive relationship or a 
family member who just lost his/her 
job, and you want to be there for them, 
but you don’t know what to say?  
Have you ever considered praying for 
that person?  
 Come join us for the Prayer Vigil 
from Thursday, April 21 at 7:30pm, 
through Friday, April 22, 6:30pm.  I 
know what most of you are thinking, 

‘I don’t have time to do another 
ministry, I’m just too busy’, and it 
doesn’t help that we live in a 24-hour 
town.  Well, the great news is, this 
Prayer Vigil is for ONE day and for 
ONE hour, and in that ONE hour, God 
will hear YOUR voice praying for 
those thousands of hungry people, he 
will hear YOUR voice praying for that 
co-worker, that friend, and that family 
member.  You will touch so many 
lives in just ONE hour.  
 There is nothing more powerful 
than having one-on-one time with just 
you and God.  It’s such a rewarding 
experience.  There are no words that 
can explain the emotion you will feel.  
 So I challenge you, step out of 
your comfort zone, it only takes one 
person to make a difference.  
 There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Fellowship Hall……and I’m going to 
be praying that you sign up for it.  
 Remember... Thursday, April 
21, 7:30pm to Friday, April 22, 
6:30pm. 

Hear our prayer! 
 

 
 

The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry is alive and 
well!  Since January, 
we handed out 10 
prayer shawls, two 
baby blankets and one 
prayer scarf.  We have 

several ladies who knit and crochet 
beautiful items to be given away to 
any ill, recuperating, or people in 
need.  One prayer shawl (plus two toy 
cars) was sent to Japan, plus a baby 
blanket to a 5-month old baby, also in 
Japan (highlighted in March’s 
“That’s the Spirit”).   
 Some ladies from the group 
started or are participating in Prayer 
Shawl Ministries back in their home 
churches.  The items are given freely, 
and these tangible evidences of prayer 
are so meaningful and comforting to 
the recipients.  
 Our next meeting is Sunday 
April 3 at 11am in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Please join us, or for more 
information call Faye Bastarache   
645-2497. 

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING!!! 
Faye Bastarache

Prayers of Intercession 

 Gracious God, you ask us to 
forgive—as you so generously forgive 
us.  Instead, we hold on to our anger, 
slights and grudges.  If we don’t let 
them go, we can focus on our anger 
and pain instead of finding joy in your 
love.  Lord Jesus, we don’t always 
choose to share Your grace with 
others and we don’t always follow the 
examples You set before us through 
Your life on this earth.  Change our 
hearts so we aren’t consumed by 
animosity or vengeance.  Forgive us 

the harm we cause when we are 
unrepentant and unforgiving.  May our 
lives reflect the forgiveness we have 
received from You. 
 God of healing and mercy, we 
pray for: Karen Dahlke, Greg and 
Ilene Decker, Dick and Bev 
Dietderich, Lillian Dilworth, Lynda 
Haight, Laura Haynes, Cheryl 
Heim, Tia Heinreich, Pastor Stan 
Jurgenson, Charlie and Norma 
Kesling and Vivian Krainski.  Also 
for Devon, Sage and Zoe Laguna, 
Lou Massengale, Ivan Miller, Patti 
Moyer, Chuck Nelson, Marilyn 
Pankey, Gertie Plizka, Debby 
Powell, Jean Pritchett, Shirley 
Rogers, Alma Suckow and Nancy 
Wier. 
 We ask for continued blessings of 
healing and comfort for Ivy Adams’ 
brother, Anthony and sister-in-law, 
Tina; Denise Azbill’s son, Erik; Paul 
Campbell’s son, Scott; Maxine 
Harju’s sister, Randee; Ursula 

Hooks’ granddaughter, Sarah; Ruth 
Ann Isaacs’ sister-in-law, Kathy; 
Bev Langenberger’s brother, Jim; 
Rick Reichenbach’s mother, Mary 
Jane; Eric Rusley’s mom, Yvonne, 
and nephew, Korbyn. 
 God of comfort and strength, we 
pray for Jen Anderson and all 
mourning the death of her father, 
Chet; Loretta Block and those 
mourning the death of her mother, 
Dora; friends and family of Charlie 
Brown, mourning his passing; Paul 
Lampi and those mourning the death 
of his mother, Laina, and for Patti 
Moyer and her family, mourning the 
loss of Patti’s mother, Garnett 
Ruffing.  Please be their consolation, 
and grant them healing in their grief.   
 Receive our prayers and hopes, 
God of mercy and justice, for we pray 
in the name of Christ, the light of the 
world.  AMEN. 

The mission of this team is to encourage and equip the congregation to pray without ceasing and to seek God’s will in all things. 
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces --

 
Alexa Glomb 4/1 
Thomas Riggleman 4/2 
Will Demaree Jr. 4/4 
Dylan Rusley 4/4 
Penni Alexander 4/7 
Selena Pearce 4/8 
Hannah Reichenbach 4/9 
Adrian Yubeta 4/9 
Kerri Fairfield Freeman 4/10 
Bev Langenberger 4/10 
Sydney Franczak 4/11 
Ryan Clayton 4/12 
Debbie Fleury 4/12 
Madisyn Morrison 4/12 
Susie Johnson 4/13 
June Inman 4/14 
Chris Pepper 4/14 
Lily Adams 4/15 
Beverly Dietderich 4/15 
Jacob Hammar 4/17 
Joe Signorelli 4/18 
Linda Luepke 4/19 
Jasmine LeFevre 4/20 
Jane Seum 4/25 
Rick Reichenbach 4/26 
Shirley Alm 4/27 
Sofia Corey 4/27 
Sally Magnuson 4/27 
Serge Brunet 4/28 
Denise Signorelli 4/28 
Antonio Miranda 4/29 

 

      

James & Mary Barnett 4/6/08 
Ron & Ruth Ann Isaacs 4/9/88 
Gordon & Lynne Bogner 4/12/69 
John & Joanie Dorais 4/15/95 
Tom & Susan Corey 4/16/94 
Andy & Susan Russo 4/19/86 
Brian & Debra Metzger 4/21/91 
Chuck & Sue Rastello 4/22/89 
Allen & Jennifer Vaughn 4/22/01 
Eric & Jennifer Rusley 4/25/98 
Dick & Patti Moyer 4/28/84 
 

Letters— 
Info— 
Directory 
Changes— 

From: Loretta 
Block 
Dear Holy Spirit Family -  

I count you all as a blessing from 
God, I thank you for the thoughts and 
prayers, calls, cards, plants and 
flowers I received during the time of 
my mother’s passing.  

I am blessed with the faith my 
mother taught me as a young child and 
blessed by the grace of God - knowing 
my mom is the arms of Jesus.   

I am comforted knowing “All is 
well.” 

Peace be with you! 
Love, Loretta 

From: Ruby Collins 

Tim, 
 I thank you for 
introducing me to 
the congregation on 
my birthday.  I am 
not an outgoing 
person, but at that 
moment, I was 
truly out flowing with LOVE.  
 Because of you, Tim, that was the 
best birthday I ever had.  I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
From: Jason Adams 

Pastor Paul & all of HSLC! 
Thank you so much for the use of the 
alb during my J-term in Guyana.  It 
really was a special time, and will 
inform my journey as I move forward 
in ministry. 
 We miss you all so much, and 
enjoy reading the newsletter each 
month.  God is doing great things as 
always!  We send our love to everyone 
there and remind them we love 
visitors! 

God bless! 
Jason, Ivy, Lily & Isaac Adams 

 
Faith Lutheran’s spring concerts and 
recitals are in May and are FREE!  
The band concert is May 19 at 7pm 
and the Tri-M (music honor society) 
recital is May 22 at 4pm.  There is 
also a spring choir concert – check 
their Website for dates and times. 

 

 
Morning breaks upon the 
tomb 

Morning breaks upon the tomb, 
Jesus scatters all its gloom. 
Day of triumph through the skies— 
See the glorious Saviour rise. 
Christians! Dry your flowing tears, 
Chase those unbelieving fears; 
Look on his deserted grave, 
Doubt no more his power to save. 
Ye who are of death afraid, 
Triumph in the scattered shade: 
Drive your anxious cares away, 
See the place where Jesus lay. 

—William Bengo Collyer 

 
 


