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Dove Tales
Angels
Corner
We are all
angels with only
one wing. We can
only fly while
embracing each
other.

partnership with LSSN and Three
Square…

… to ALL who attended the
Congregational Meeting…

… to ALL the volunteers who
worked the Open Air Market…

… to Susan Hicks for her expertise
and guidance to Loretta with our
church bookkeeping...

… to Sharon Barnard and Terri
Veach-Geiger for coordinating the
needs of our Family Promise guests,
and all the volunteers who helped
with Family Promise…

—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Allen Vaughn for filling in for
Sandy Hughes for the Sunday
morning Bible study…

... to Children’s Ministry for getting
a head start on Vacation Bible School
planning…
… to Dick Kovach, Dean Chapman,
and Charlie Kesling for auditing the
2016 church books.

… to Keith Hopkey for leading a
happy, thankful, spirit-filled
Congregational Meeting…

… to Joe Hauser for leading the
Army of One Men’s Bible Study…

… to the Finance Team for their
presentation of a balanced budget…

… to Pastor Tom for leading the
Mighty Prayer Group on Wednesday
mornings…

… to Ruth Ann Isaacs, our
Fellowship Team leader, for providing
food for our worship leaders, Pastor
Tom and Tim, before the annual
Congregational Meeting…

… to Michele and Stuart Beck for
coordinating the Open Air Market, in

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER TO DO
GOD’S WORK

FINANCIAL STANDINGS

January 2017

Year-t0-date

Ministry Program Income

$ 27,893.41

$ 27,893.41

Ministry Program Expenses

$ 25,579.69

$ 25,579.69

$

2,313.72
2,795.322,029.
$ 4,250.00

$

2,313.72

$

4,250.00

$

$

6,573.00

Difference
Debt/Building Income
Debt/Building Expenses
Difference
NET INCOME

6,573.00

$ - 2,323.00

$ -2,323.00

$

$

- 9.28

- 9.28

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations of $239.00 through January for the 2017 general budget.
Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

March greetings from the Altar Guild.

be omitted as we prepare for Easter these next 40 days.
Please join me in welcoming our two newest members to the
team: JoAnn Nance and Ray Betts (welcome back!).

March 1 is Ash Wednesday
(already??) Holy Communion will
be celebrated at both services—
afternoon at 1pm and evening at
7pm. March 4/5 marks the first
weekend in Lent.

May blessings be upon you as we prepare our hearts for
Easter.

Clare Levin

Beginning March 1, the paraments for the month, and until
Palm Sunday, will be PURPLE. This is the color of
penitence.
Our usual flowers, which are a symbol of joy, will be replaced
with very basic branches. Any other festive decorations will
March 2017
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Council President – Keith Hopkey
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NRSV)
Please help me extend a thank-you to Matthew McMahan
for saying “yes” to serve on the Church Council as the
Youth Representative! Welcome Matthew!
Doesn’t seem possible that we are moving into month three of our transition time!
Thank you again for your prayers and support as God continues to reveal “his plans”
for the next step at Holy Spirit Lutheran.
Your generous support of the Youth’s Souper Bowl Sunday efforts, benefitting Nevada
Partnership for Homeless Youth and the recent Fellowship Bake sale, benefitting our
own Member Emergency Fund, once again demonstrates the love and care you have for
the community and our own member needs! Praise God!
You are probably wondering what our Transition progress is and what about the
Transition Team? We were told at the outset that the “time would feel right” when it is
time to move on to the next phase and that time is upon us! Thank you to all
members and friends who have felt comfortable speaking with Pr. Tom sharing your
thoughts on the past, the needs and future direction of Holy Spirit Lutheran!
Speaking of the Transition Team, on February 21, 2017, the Church Council, approved
the naming of six (6) congregation members along with a council representative.
These names came about after much prayer and many phone calls! The Transition
Team members are: Amy Trunoske, Cyndy Ryan, Fred Schrumm, Jimmy
McDonald, Ruth Ann Isaacs and Terry West. The church council representative
is Janet Saterlie. We feel we have a great cross section of the congregation and look
forward to their results! Please keep them in your prayers because their task is quite
daunting!
Some comments regarding an ongoing situation at Holy Spirit, as well as a request for
some assistance. As many of you know, the back end of our parking lot, behind the
cell tower building is a favorite for “homeless camping”. While we as a church want to
be welcoming to all, it is only fair that we should expect the “dwellers” to be respectful
of our property and members. If any of you have driven to the north end of the parking
lot you quite often see the area overrun with “trash”. Unfortunately that trash often
contains items that are dangerous such as needles, broken glass, etc. Some of the
“dwellers” are verbally abusive. Thanks to some of our members, Terry, Kevin, Greg
and Steve, plus I’m sure, others of whom I am not aware, for checking the area and
reminding the “dwellers” this is private property and to also clean up the mess. While
there are many programs to provide assistance to these folks, many don’t want the
“institutional assistance”, they only want money and things on “their terms”. Loretta
can attest to this because it is unfortunately an almost daily occurrence to her. The
police will come and tell them to “move on”, however the next night they are right
back in their encampments.

Would two or three of you be willing to take this on as a project to come up with some potential solutions? This could entail
contacting other churches to determine how they handle these situations as well as contacting Family Promise, LSSN and other
similar organizations to see if they have any recommendations. There have been suggestions that possibly we need to erect an
8-10 foot tall fence around the area in back of the cell tower building. The cell tower companies are also concerned because
their building has been broken into and equipment damaged. Please contact the church office, the Property Team or myself
if you have an interest in doing some work on this situation.
“Lord Jesus Christ, rid our hearts of busyness and clutter. Come and be born in us”. (Author unknown)
God’s work. Our hands

March 2017
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Music Minister
23, 30, and April 6, at 6:30pm. You’re invited!

Preparing for the Easter Celebration

There’s also opportunity to be a part of our
Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 15, at
5:30pm. We’ll be using creative ways to
present the Bible readings. There are also
opportunities to present music. Maybe
you’d like to sing a solo?

As we journey through Lent, preparation is being made for our
Easter celebrations. Behind the scenes our music groups are
busy rehearsing. We want you to take part. If you’re a singer
or instrumentalist, come join us.

Last month I asked you to submit your favorite hymns to me
through email (tim@holyspiritlasvegas.org). If you haven’t
done so already, please take a moment to drop me an email.
I’m assembling a list of Holy Spirit’s favorite music.

Tim Beasley

We’ll be assembling our Festival
Choir to sing on Easter Sunday
morning at both services. This is a
fun experience for singers to be in a
larger choir. Rehearsal dates for
Easter will be on Thursdays, March

See you in church!

Holy Spirit Endowment Grant Requests

T

hanks to some of our members, who had the foresight to
include the Endowment Fund in their wills, and to some
of our members who contribute to the fund from time to
time when they have a windfall, or just contribute when they
can, we now have fund earnings that can be awarded to
various needs. These needs must demonstrate/meet the
following:
(1) existing or new ministry programs within Holy Spirit;
(2) purposes which will enable members of this congregation
to grow in Christian Faith and service to God’s people,
such as scholarships, grants, church-related camping or
leadership conferences.
(3) for programs that reach out into our church community,
and;
(4) for missions of the ELCA at home and overseas.

any member of the Holy Spirit Endowment Fund
Committee. The Fund Committee members are: Charlie
Kesling, Dean Chapman, Marsha Stephenson, Keith
Hopkey, and Don Cleveland.
In HIS service,

Don Cleveland,
Mission Endowment Fund Committee

The special funding for the year of 2017 is $1,700.00 that will
be awarded through a “Grant Request” process during the
month of March.
The “Grant Request” process will
begin March 1, 2017 with all requests
required to be in the church office no
later than March 31, 2017. The
Endowment Committee, along with input
from Pastor Tom, will review the
requests and the Endowment Committee
will make the final approvals and funding by April 30, 2017.
Funds granted need to be utilized in 2017 - any unused funds
will be returned to the grant pool for 2018 distribution.

Don presenting the annual
Endowment Fund Report at our
Congregational Meeting in January.

The “Grant Request” application form and letter of
instructions will be available in the church office by March 1,
2017. Copies may also be obtained from Loretta Block or
March 2017
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Worship & Music Ministry
gift. These services take away the busy stress, leave anger
where it belongs in prayer, quiet the noise, give the body and
mind calm, and among many other things, lets us hear our
Lord through our own hearts. Where else can one get so
much in so little time?
Because Lent is a solemn time the flowers behind the altar
will be replaced by pussy willows. Their sparseness and bland
coloring will help us to recognize the serious time through
which we are travelling.
Our team has been busy trying to glean some old ideas,
use some new, and we are always open to suggestions from
you with ideas dear to your hearts. Maybe you’ve been to
another church and came back with some good observations.
We can’t serve well if we don’t listen and hear. The best
scenario would be for more folks to join our Worship & Music
Team. Plus, the calling is very rewarding.
After all, you don’t have to make speeches,
unless you desire. We do plan and we
usually have cookies. Just drop a note in my
folder which is among all the others in the
hall. I love to open it and find “I’ve got mail,” especially from
you.
Bless all you wonderful children of God,

W

ow, here we are entering another amazing season,
Lent! We follow our Lord through some of the most
challenging times in His life! The journey to the
cross is so very daunting to us at times; however, Christ knew
the path He needed to follow to free us from our sins and bring
us to salvation through grace.
On Ash Wednesday, March 1 at 1pm and
7pm, ashes burned from our palms will be used
in the service. The burning of the palms
occurred between services on the prior Sunday,
celebrating the Transfiguration of our Lord.
Since most of us have never participated in this rite before,
I’m sure it will create a special meaning in our hearts when we
receive these ashes on our foreheads.
Our Wednesday night mid-week
Lenten services are scheduled to begin
March 8 at 6:30pm. They will be
reflective and prayerful in nature with the
theme, “Walk from Wilderness to Grace.”
Prayer candles at the altar will also be
available for worshipers to light as they
pray. Our goal is for all of us to have a quiet, solemn,
prayerful experience during a short worship time together.
Friends and members who attend speak constantly of the
amazing benefits they have received. Don’t miss out on this

Norma Kesling

Mathew 28: 16-20 NIV -The Great Commission
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain
where Jesus told them to go. When they saw him, they
worshipped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very
end of the age.”
Betsy, Gary, Mary

On Sunday, February 5, 2017, Betsy Onokonwomo,
Gary Torstenson, and Mary Torstenson were initiated into
the next stage of their FaithWalk process through the Rite of
Welcome/Enrollment. The FaithWalk process goes beyond
membership into living out our baptism and into discipleship
by focusing on the foundational principle presented in
Luther’s Small Catechism, liturgy and worship, Bible study,
relationship building, and discovering our spiritual gifts in
preparation for service within our congregation.
Our congregation has promised to pray for and support
them throughout the process which will lead them to affirm
their baptism during Easter Vigil as our congregation
continues to advance the Great Commission.
Adult Discipleship Team Leader

Sharon Barnard
815-383-9281
skbarnard@live.com

March 2017

Team Leader Sharon, Sponsor Mirium, Betsy,
Sponsor Claire, Mary, Gary, "stand-in" sponsor, Keith
for Mike McMahan.
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults
through Christian Education and Fellowship.

March, Ash Wednesday, the
beginning of the church season of
Lent, and spring time! Hard to believe
it’s that time of year already! Lent is
an important part of our Christian
lives - a time of prayer, repentance
and renewal; a time to recall the Easter
story and fully absorb its meaning.
What an awesome God we have! The
Sunday School teachers are excited to
share these stories with the Sunday
School children again!
Please remember to bring a nonperishable food item
for Sunday School’s
“Feed the Hungry
Sunday” on March
5th. Again, thanks to
all who support our
Sunday School
Mission and Outreach
through offerings for World Vision
sponsorship and Feed the Hungry
Sundays.
I am always interested in any
ideas anyone may have for Children’s
Ministry activities in addition to what
is already offered at
Holy Spirit. There are
bright green
“Children’s Ministry
Survey/Suggestion”
cards on the Sunday
School check-in table
in the classroom lobby area. Please
take a card and check off your
interests or write-in any ideas you may
have for family/children’s
activities/service projects. Or of
course, just see me on Sundays!
There are also bright pink “Share
and Prayer” cards on the check-in
table. Our Sunday School teachers
would love to hear about any awards,
talents, interests, etc., your child has
or any challenges your child or family
is facing. We would like to include all
of these in our Sunday School prayers
if you would like. If so, fill out a
“Share and Prayer” card and give to
March 2017

myself or your child’s Sunday School
teacher.
Don’t forget to encourage your
children to try to earn their “My Faith
Story” dog tags. We have had several
children earn a dog tag or two this
year, though we would like more to do
so. Every child will receive a dog tag
during their birthday month. They
may earn a dog tag by learning the
Lord’s Prayer, the books of the Old
Testament, the books of the New
Testament, bringing
a friend to Sunday
School, and serving
others in a special
way.
God’s Peace to
you on your Lenten
journey,

Gwen Jolls

Congratulations to the following
Sunday School students with Perfect
Attendance for the month of January
2017:

PreSchool

Carolina Caison
Jayda Caison
Zakia Clark
Lincoln Ryan
KG/1st/2nd Grade

Jayna Broude
Kjetil Ryan
Zania Smith

3rd/4th/5th Grade

Laurelei Ryan

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
offers First Holy Communion classes
in the spring.
Children in 2nd grade or older are
invited to participate in this three
week class. This is a way for our
children to begin to understand what
communion is about and what it
means to us Christians.
Classes will be on Sunday, March
12, 19 & 26 – 10a-11a (in place of
their regular Sunday School classes).
A parent, grandparent or guardian is
asked to attend with their child or
children and you are encouraged to
attend all three.
The children will receive their
First Holy Communion on Maundy
Thursday, April 13 at the 7pm worship
service.
Watch for sign ups in the
weekend bulletins.

Loretta Block
We are
forming our VBS
team for this
summer. We’re
looking for people
to lead work
stations, groups of
children, and other positions.
Our theme is “Then and Now”.
We are currently planning to hold
VBS June 19-23. We would love to
have you join this special week with
us.
For more information or to sign
up, contact Cyndy Ludeking Ryan.

There will be
two Tuesdays for
Stories with Ms.
Judi in March –
the 7th and the 14th
at noon. The
stories will be ‘Going Green’ for all
children not in school, and their
caregivers.

Ms. Judi
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Youth & Family Ministry

T

pick-up for the youth event. For more information
about the concert performers, please go to
theroadshowtour.com. There may be a need for
vehicles/ chaperones to get the youth to and from the
event.

his year will provide many fun
opportunities for the Holy Spirit Youth.
Make sure your youth participates in every
event by staying up to date on all the happenings.
You can use our many resources to learn about
events and RSVP, such as, by reading the
“That’s the Spirit” monthly newsletter article,
reading your weekly church bulletin and signing
up on the connection card. The best way to get
“real time” news and information about our
events as well as RSVP is by checking the
STORM Facebook page daily. Your STORM
Facebook page is the best place to find out about
upcoming events, view pictures of past events and learn about
last minute opportunities and cancellations.

Easter Vigil: It is that time of year again. Our youth
will once again participate in the 2017 Easter Vigil
service. Please stay tuned for information regarding
the opportunity for our youth group to participate in a
fun and exciting way at the Easter Vigil! This
opportunity will be extended to all 6th through 12th
grade youth.
Easter Breakfast: Just as it is time
again for Easter Vigil, it is also that
time of year for the Annual Youth
Group Easter Breakfast Fundraiser!!
This year (and moving forward) all
money raised at the Easter Breakfast
will go into our dedicated fund to be
allocated toward youth trips (Western States in 2017 and
National Youth Gathering in 2018). As this is our biggest
fundraiser of the year, we will need all hands-on deck (and
then some). Please both youth and adults, keep your eyes out
for the sign-up sheet to sign up for donations and volunteer
times.

Souperbowl for Caring Fundraiser: It was awesome! We
had great youth helpers collecting
change. Our wonderful congregation
tied our last year totals (which
included a Thrivent donation) and we
raised $401!!!!! All going to the
Nevada Partnership for Homeless
Youth (NPHY)! So excited! Thank
you to everyone who donated!
February Youth Event: I am excited about our game night
on February 17, which will have already occurred when you
receive this newsletter! It was our first joint Jr. and Sr. High
youth event! Stay tuned for next month’s article for pictures
of all the fun!

Easter breakfast will have the same suggested donation as
years’ prior: $5 per person, $3 for children under 12 and
$15 for families of 4 or more. We will serve breakfast from
8am to 11:15am. Hope to see everyone
come in to eat a yummy breakfast!

March Youth Event: I am thrilled to announce that the Rock
and Worship Roadshow is once again coming to Las Vegas!
The concert will be March 11 from 6:30pm to 9:30pm at the
Henderson Pavilion. We will also be ‘tailgating’ before the
concert! The cost is $10 per person, which will cover the cost
of dinner before and the concert. (This will NOT include any
items the youth wish to purchase
during the concert at the
concession stands or the artist’s
booths.) For now, Holy Spirit
Youth will go separately and
possibly get together with the
other youth groups. This may
change into a multi-youth group event. Please check the
Storm page often for updates and times for the drop-off and

March 2017

We need you!! I am still
looking/hoping for people to join our
amazing Youth Ministry Team! If you
are interested in
joining the team
(in any capacity), please let me know.
Email, call, catch me at church. I
would love to talk to you about how
you can be involved with Youth
Ministry!
Until next time…..
Hugs and Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
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Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ,
and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.
Pastor Tom
will begin a
new Bible
Study, “The
Passion
according to St.
Matthew”,
during the
Season of Lent.
The study group will meet during
the Sunday School hour in the
Sanctuary on March 5, 12, 19, 26
and April 2.
Watch for sign ups in your
bulletin.
The next Prayer
Shawl Ministry
meeting will be
Wednesday
March 8 at
10:30am, just prior
to the Senior Meal.
We need Prayer
Shawls and Lap
robes. If you can help us in any way
or would like more information,
please contact Faye Bastarache at
(702) 375-6832.

Newsletter Staff: L – R: Sue Mayer,
Ruth Ann Isaacs, Terry West,
Jackie Hopkey, Ron Isaacs,
Mary West

March 2017

Twelve women of Holy Spirit joined
Judi Hempel on February 13 for our
first meeting of the Gather magazine
Bible Study. There is still room at the
table for more women to join us for
this study of Galatians on Monday,
March 13 from 6:00 to 7:00pm.
Let Loretta know you are
interested and she will give you a copy
of the magazine.

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth
By the time you read
this newsletter, spring
should be ‘in the air’.
This is a time of the
year we are blessed
with beautiful flowers,
cactus blooming, trees
and bushes sprouting
new leaves. As we
receive these blessings,
we pass them on to the young people
at NPHY, which we have done for
several years.
We made Christmas bags for nine
of the independent living young

adults, providing them with everything
from special needs to special wants.
They have returned the blessing with
many thank-you cards, showing their
gratitude and love.
W.I.T.S. is placing thank you
notes, and other correspondence we
receive from NPHY, on a bulletin
board in the hallway leading to the
Sunday School rooms.
Donations of hygiene items are
welcomed as we make bags for the
youth. We also put lunch bags
together with a drink, small bag of
pretzels, bars and something sweet
(we all like that part). NPHY is
regularly on the lookout for homeless
youth. When these youth are found,
they are given one of these bags and
information about NPHY. There is an
NPHY barrel in the fellowship hall
where you can put your donations.
March 7 at 3pm, we will serve the
youth a pasta bar with salad, garlic
bread and desserts, of course, at the
drop-in-center on Shirley Drive. If
you are interested in helping, or going
with us, call Marcia Chapman, 702645-7236.
W.I.T.S. thanks everyone for all
your prayers, donations (especially the
youth with the souper bowl offering),
and help for our homeless youth in
Las Vegas.
God bless you all!
Marcia Chapman, W.I.T.S.

Adult Choir: Back
L-R: Eric Ryan,
Lynne Bogner, Ruth
Ann Isaacs, Terry
West, Charlie
Kesling, Dean
Chapman, Dwight
Hempel.
Front L-R: Yvonne
Drakeley, Norma
Kesling, Judy
Hempel, Mary West,
Barbara Butler,
Sally Magnuson
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Fellowship

T

he Bake Sale this year was a
very successful one! Six
hundred twenty dollars ($620!)
was raised and donated to the Member
Emergency Fund. Thank you to all
who donated baked goods, and thank
you, too, to all who made those
delicious purchases!

As was mentioned last month, the
Soup and Bread Suppers are right
around the corner. The dates are

March 8, 15, 22, 29, and April 5.
There will be a sign-up weekly on the
connection cards. If you sign up to
bring your favorite soup, please have
it to the church by 5:15. We will
begin serving at 5:30. The weekly
Lenten services will begin at 6:30 this
year, so we must begin serving earlier.
We can always use oyster
crackers, soda (saltine) crackers, and
crusty breads to be served with the
soups. There will be a place on the
connection card to sign up for those
donations, too.
The doors in the Fellowship Hall
continue to be beautifully decorated
(most recently with lots and lots of
hearts for Valentine’s) by the 7th and
8th grade confirmation class led by
Cyndy Ryan. I’m thinking that with

spring time and Easter coming shortly,
we can be looking forward to some
more beautiful doors. Please let
Cyndy and her class of Picasso’s
know how much
you appreciate
their work. The
artists are
Shamika
Manning, Nyshiq
Latham, Johnny
Trunoske, and
Lasha Chenicek.
That’s all for this time.

Ruth Ann Isaacs
Home 702 839-0362
Cell 702 839-8201
2risex@cox.net

Maxwell’s Musings
“Faith is
permitting
ourselves to
be seized by
the things we
do not see.”

N

—Martin Luther

orma and Charlie Kesling’s
twin grandsons, Layton and
Braedan Hedge, are seniors in
the magnet school at Rancho High
School. Layton has achieved the rank
of Colonel in the ROTC and leads the
air wing and the Armed Drill team.
He has received a full academic
scholarship to Ohio State University
and also the Air Force ROTC
scholarship. He plans to study nuclear
engineering.

In the picture above, Layton is in
the center as leader, and Braedan is in
the center behind him. In the kneeling
March 2017

photo, Braedan is at Layton’s far
right in front.

Braedan is a Master Sergeant and
also part of the Armed Drill Team. He
is finishing his final qualifications for
his pilot’s license and has been
recommended to both the Air Force
and Naval Academies and applied to
the Citadel. His hope is to be a jet
pilot. He has also been on the school
baseball team.
Recently, Rancho High’s drill
team won 12 trophies at the city wide
ROTC competition for all branches of
the service.
Norma and Charlie are as proud
as peacocks at the accomplishments of
these two grandsons – wouldn’t you
be?
Keith and Jackie Hopkey drove
to Burbank, CA mid-February for the
birth of their third granddaughter, to
daughter-in-law, Mia and son, Derek.
Their main purpose was to lend a hand
with two-year old big sister, Charlie,
getting her to and from her daycare
9

center. Little sister, Parker Rose, was
born February 16 at 8lbs. So far,
Charlie seems unfazed by the
sudden appearance of this new little
person in her life. That could
change by the time she comes home
and Charlie finds she has to share
the attention!

That’s it for this month folks!
Next month’s newsletter deadline is
March 20. Don’t forget to send me
your family news, as well as stories
about your pets, etc.
Your friend,
Maxwell

“That’s the Spirit”

Interim Thoughts/Prayers
From Wilderness to Grace our Lenten Theme
We will use this in a variety of ways this year. Certainly, the
Sunday texts will point toward that
towering truth that grace abounds in
even the most difficult of times. At our
Lenten services this year, I have asked a
few members to offer their testimonies to
how, in their own wilderness experience,
they have found grace. I hope you will
attend to support them. The service will include time for
prayers, hymns and quiet contemplation.

Hiding the Alleluia Banner

Pastor Tom Anderson

This is a tradition that many churches share. This year, on the
Sunday before Lent began, an Alleluia banner was “hidden” in
a box to be opened at the Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday.
The tradition behind this is that in our music during Lent we
refrain from singing songs where the
refrain includes the word “alleluia”.
The kids of Holy Spirit will be
there to open up the box and lift
up the banner to display the
lovely and spirited word for
Easter—Alleluia!
Finally, I offer a special prayer for all that you might be
spiritually nurtured by this annual time of Lent. For centuries
this season has guided many pilgrims on their FaithWalk
journeys. I am honored to be on this spiritual pathway with
you this year. May God bless you and your family.
In Christ,

Burning Palms to be used as Ashes
Many of you were present on Transfiguration Sunday,
February 26, when we gathered people on our patio at 10am to
burn palms left over from last year’s service. The ashes will
be used at our two Ash Wednesday services on March 1. This
is a new tradition for some. I always liked it because it links
our Palm Sunday celebration with Ash Wednesday. Besides if
you were there for the event it was a great deal of fun with
enthusiastic youth and adults participating. So, this year make
sure you save your palm fronds and bring them next year.

Ash Wednesday 1pm service added this year
We will have the same service at both 1pm and 7pm on March
1. A few have indicated to me that the day time service will
be much easier and more convenient.

Pastor Tom Anderson

Holy Lord, you alone are God. Remove
jealousy and quarreling between Christian
denominations. Hold us in the unity of our
baptism as we work together to serve you.
You know every hair on our heads, Yet we
do not even know each of our neighbors.
Equip our outreach ministry and this
assembly to get to know the people in our
community.
Pour out your Holy Spirit on all who struggle, especially:
Virginia Bartholomew, Jim & Judy Caison, Steve Castro,
Alora Cavalieri, Jill Chenicek, Betty Davis, Bev
Dietderich, Lillian Dilworth, Helen Geraci, Bruce
Hammerstone, Joe Hauser, Susan Hicks, Sandy Hughes,
Ruth Ann Isaacs, Jo Jirousek, Dave Johnson, Mike Jolls,
Lisa Mueller, Bob Nance, Jean Pritchett, Keith Quirk,
Carol Rinta, Corey Schaefges, Rebekah Signoretti, Earl &
June Wall, and Nancy Wier.
Also in our prayers: Cathy Adams’ great-granddaughter,
Zoey, and her friend, Angie; Sandy Hughes’ brother, Dan;
Nancy McDonald’s dad, Art; Linda Middleton’s uncle, and
her friend, Ilan; Mark Middleton’s cousin Joyce Rose;
Dorothy Morrison’s dad, Bill, and her friends, Dana and
Mary; Dick Moyer’s nephew, Eric (deployed to Iraq);
JoAnn Nance’s dad, Frank; Amy Trunoske’s stepdad,
Robert; and Don Wittes granddaughter.
March 2017

We pray for Faye Bastarache, her sister Ellen, and all
those who mourn the loss of their mother, Marion. Help us to
trust your promise of resurrection life.
Receive these prayers in the name of Christ, the light of
the world, who is one with you and the Holy Spirit, now and
forever. Amen.

Relentless prayers
Are you reluctant to bring the same prayers to your
heavenly Father over and over? Maybe you don’t want to
trouble God; after all, he already knows what you’re going to
say. Plus, you’re not worthy to ask for anything!
If those thoughts surround you, think about Patrick,
Ireland’s patron saint. At 16, he was dragged from his home to
be a slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold. Hungry
and miserable, he begged God for mercy and
deliverance.
In his Confessio, Patrick recalls praying “a
hundred times in the day and almost as many at
night.” Without ceasing, he told God of his needs,
wants, thanksgiving and confession. And God heard
his prayers.
Pray relentlessly. God is always listening!
—MaryAnn Sundby
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~
Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory
Changes——

Jill Franczak
Dale Klimek
Linda Middleton
Dorothy Morrison
Janet Zak
Paul Campbell
Don Wittes
Stuart Beck
Carolina Caison
Stan Tsui
Jayla Bowens
Dick Kovach
Zachary Bell-Nance
Helen Geraci
Ruth Ann Isaacs
Marcia Chapman
Sandy Hughes
Ray Schaefges
Norma Kesling
Mirium Tsui
Allen Vaughn
Jenny Klimek

3/5
3/5
3/7
3/8
3/8
3/11
3/13
3/15
3/15
3/17
3/18
3/18
3/19
3/19
3/20
3/21
3/23
3/23
3/26
3/26
3/28
3/29

Terry & Janet Lux
Eric & Cyndy Ryan
Chuck & Laura Callaway
Will & Janice Demaree

3/6/82
3/12/99
3/20/98
3/20/82

From: Martin’s Mart

The volunteers of Martin’s Mart are
proud to announce that this year our
delightful little thrift store at 1219 S.
Main Street has been in business for 45
years! Thanks be to God!
Martin’s Mart is unique in that it is
run entirely by faithful volunteers and
no one who works at the store receives
any salary or monetary compensation.
At the end of each year, after all our
bills are paid, we donate our profits to
local charities. In 2016, we happily
wrote checks totaling $12,000 to the
Women’s Resource Center, Three
Square Food Bank, Family Promise and
Safe Nest. Remarkably, over the past 45
years, we have given over a quarter of a
million dollars to local non-profit
organizations! How about another,
“Thanks be to God!”
Martin’s Mart welcomes any and all
donations of clothing, shoes, toys, books
and small household items. Sorry, but
we just don’t have the space to accept
furniture, mattresses or large, bulky
items.
If anyone is looking for a rewarding
volunteer opportunity in the downtown
area, please consider working at
Martin’s Mart. We’d love to have you
join our team! Volunteer hours are in
four-hour blocks during business hours,
and volunteers can work from as little as
one day a month on up. Just give Judy a
call at (702) 204-4601 if this is
something you’d be interested in.
Our thanks to all who have been
and are now a part of his special place
we call Martin’s Mart. We are blessed to
make our thrift store “home” an
important and long-lasting fixture in the
heart of Las Vegas.

From great to good
Jim Collins’ 2001 book Good to
Great featured companies that had
“made the leap” to greatness. Years
later, many of them are no longer
great; some aren’t even around.
Should Christians seek
greatness? After all, our attempts to
be great — wealthy, powerful,
successful, famous — often become
the “enemies” of our doing the good
God commands.
God’s Word flips on its head the
saying “good is the enemy of great.”
The meek, Jesus teaches, will inherit
the earth (Matthew 5:5). “Whoever
would be great among you,” he says,
“must be your servant” (Mark 10:43,
ESV). One of Jesus’ most famous
parables is called the Good
Samaritan, not the Great Samaritan.
And goodness, not greatness, is a
fruit of the Spirit.
Christians and churches are
called not to greatness but to doing
good for the sake of the world. Let’s
shift our focus “from great to good.”
—Based on “From Great to Good,”
Homiletics, January-February 2017

One more time, “Thanks be to
God and Amen!”
Judy Schact, President
March 2017
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
MARCH 2017
M ar ch 4 /5

M ar c h 1 1/ 1 2

M ar c h 1 8/ 1 9

M ar c h 2 5 /2 6

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Cindy White
Ruby Collins

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:45am

Ray Betts
Loretta Block

Rich & Marsha
Stephenson

Jim & Patti
Cassidy

Stanley & Mirium
Tsui

11:15am

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

Bill & Sharon
Wilderman

Jennie Zweifel

Merna Mobley
Karen Dunn

5:30pm

Sue Mayer
Joanne Engler

Cindy White
Ruby Collins

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

Jay & Eileen
Miers

8:45am

Mike McMahan
Matthew McMahan

Carol Townsend
Terri Veach-Geiger

Dean & Marcia
Chapman

Greg & Amy
Trunoske

11:15am

Michael & Karen
Harris

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

LaShone Manning
Karen Dunn

Ann Taylor
Sharon Manning

5:30pm

Mark Myers

Faye Bastarache

Mark Myers

Dick Kovach

8:45am

Devra Betts

Jenny Klimek

Zach Bell-Nance

Eric Ryan

11:15am

Jennie Zweifel

Merna Mobley

Karen Harris

Mark Middleton

Acolytes

11:15am

Damond Bryant

Shamika Manning

Thaddeus Nance

Jeremiah Anderson

Child Assts

8:45am

Brian Caison
Douglas Caison

Laurelei Ryan
Kjetil Ryan

Leilani Hanisch
Gaverial Rinta

Julius Quarnstrom
Thaddeus Nance

Prepare

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Ray Betts

Barbara Butler

5:30pm

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

Faye Bastarache

8:45am

Sally Magnuson

Mirium Tsui

Ray Betts

Barbara Butler

11:15am

Ann Taylor

Jennifer Anderson

Jennifer Vaughn

Sharon Manning

TIMES

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/702 720-9672  8:45 Church Office/702 645-1777
 11:15 Ann Taylor/ 702 639-0163  Altar Guild: Clare Levin/702 460-6220 

MARCH LESSONS
March 5
March 12
March 19
March 26

March 2017

st

1 Weekend of Lent
2nd Weekend of Lent
3rd Weekend of Lent
4th Weekend of Lent

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7; Psalm 32; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11
Genesis 12:1-4a; Psalm 121; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17
Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 95; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42
1 Samuel 16:1-13; Psalm 23; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
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March 2017
Holy Spirit Events & Activities
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
FRIDAY
1
2
9:30a Mighty Prayer Grp12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
12p Senior Meals
1 & 7p Ash Wednesday 6:30p Adult Choir
Worship

SATURDAY
3

4
11a Rejoice Band
4p Transition Team
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

World Day of Prayer

5
6
12p Senior Meals
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
6p Kid Song
NarAnon 6p
10a SS/Confirmation/
Passion according to
St. Matthew
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
1st Sunday in Lent
12
Daylight Saving Time
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
10a SS/Confirmation/
Passion - St Matthew/
1st Communion Class
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p
2nd Sunday in Lent
19
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
10a SS/Confirmation/
Passion - St Matthew/
1st Communion Class
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

7
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
12p Stories w/ Ms Judi
6:30p Fellowship Team
7p Handbells

8
9
9:30a Mighty Prayer Grp12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
10:30a Prayer Shawl 6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
12p Senior Meals
5:30p Soup Supper
6:30p Lenten Worship

10

11
Tole Painters 10a
11a Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

13
14
12p Senior Meals
9:30a Army of One
Genealogy Writers 5p 9:30a Women in
Genealogy Group 6p the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
6p KidSong
6p Women's Bible Study 12p Stories w/ Ms Judi
NarAnon 6p 7p Handbells

15
16
9:30a Mighty Prayer Grp12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
12p Executive Comm
5:30p Soup Supper
1p Staff Meeting
6:30p Lenten Worship 6:30p Adult Choir
Narcotics Anon 6:30p

17

18
10a Scrapbookers/
Miniature Group
11a Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditonal
Worship

St. Patrick's Day

20
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
12p Senior Meals
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p

3rd Sunday in Lent
26
27
12p Senior Meals
8:45a Contemporary
Worship
6p KidSong
NarAnon 6p
10a SS/Confirmation/
Passion - St Matthew/
1st Communion Class
11:15a Traditional
Worship
Iglesia Cristiana Rey
De Reyes 6p

21
9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
12p Senior Meals
1p Worship & Music
6:30p Church Council
7p Handbells

22
23
9:30a Mighty Prayer Grp12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Festival Choir
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
5:30p Soup Supper
6:30p Lenten Worship

24

28

29
30
9:30a Mighty Prayer Grp12p Senior Meals
12p Senior Meals
6:30p Festival Choir
12p Senior Meals
Narcotics Anon 6:30p
5:30p Soup Supper
6:30p Lenten Worship

31

9:30a Army of One
9:30a Women in
the Spirit
11a Collators
12p Senior Meals
7p Handbells

25
11a Rejoice Band
5:30p Traditional
Worship

4th Sunday in Lent

Easter is coming!
13

"That's the Spirit"

Food for the Spirit
cRaZy Cake WaCky Cake

OUR MISSION
Changing Lives with
Faith and Hope.

No eggs, milk or butter – mix all ingredients in baking pan/dish










1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
3 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder
1 cup granulated sugar
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon white vinegar
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract
5 tablespoons vegetable oil
1 cup water
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
2. In an 8x8-inch ungreased baking pan, mix together the flour, cocoa, sugar,
baking soda, and salt. Shake pan to flatten out the mix.
3. Make one large indentation and two small indentations in the dry ingredients.
4. Pour vinegar in one small indentation, vanilla in the second small indentation,
and the vegetable oil in the large indentation. Pour water over all and with a fork,
stir until batter is smooth.
5. Bake in the middle rack of the oven for 35 minutes or until a toothpick inserted in
the center of the cake comes out clean.
6. Cool on a baking rack and sprinkle with powdered sugar or top with your favorite
frosting.
Note: Double the ingredients to make a 9 x 13-inch cake
If using self-rising flour, soda and salt is not required.

